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Iraqis receive ration cards for 1997 

BAGMOADiAl-l*) -- IriKii*. Iv;j.iii hvcimm-j ifii S i«tiriJ;iv 
thwr hKKl tuliiKi D.U|X«|N I.H- liiti?. Uhkh sin-uld |«n.vidc 
lti.<ie hisK:>iK^s pwu the- p.^ni.,i oj ..,J ^dcs 

under u hunuMil.injfi iJcji wnh rhe 1 lujed \ lUiins |\.-,ipie 
V.VK Mariini! to ai. lo diMnbu!i»n .enUfs lo‘!.hL„n ihcit 

r^u»n cards alicrannoutvcMwii hy ihc c«nmif:,i: 

Irai|»uiJlN»ritiosk‘L*a!itherai3i>jiina.«i%^Je!n.iJre; .si' N ctn- 

nssnssc em|ui^»i%fc.iN impt.M.M ..j, Uaq.siicj ns AuL-u«q \^m 
invaKiiin (It Kuwmi. Irji|is fL-ccsxe ejcis a inojjihJy laiuin ui 
n«. s»u«!v. tltiur. vcj.’cijblc nil, vKip and rrniL 'I fur jiuimm 
ollk*fdhiinisu>kincftt.tvfd}<friJh;»srs!{;Hic n; Iv*y7,aticr 
ihe implenvflitiu\m »« ihe tHi-inr.t»Mtd deal wiih the \ .N.. 
which alitm^i Iraq In sdl $3billjts{! Vkiinh ni njl oery mx 
misnlh.s ill buy IcnKJ and medjuiks. AccniJme u> i.'ic World 
FiKxl l*rc»i«ranime. ihc ayrccmeni will u>cr(ra.se ik* L-alonc-s 
of each days ralutfis from I.2(X1 lo 2,t^.^). Bui ihar tve! in 
well tx'low- tlic rL-conuiicndal r.SIKUal.ines pei jxaMui. 
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Uaoudieh, Hussclni 
meet in Orient Huu.se 

CK'f't nr.n jfri salkm 
( iVtra) •— Minisicr of 
Youth .Mnhamiiud Dan- 
udich on .Sainrday hum :ii 
Ihx* Orieiii 1 louse wiili ihe 
Pai^nniiin N:iiinii:il 

.Authonty's minisicr of 
Jenis.i(em affairs. F-aiNat 
nusseini. and di.scus'K.'d 
wiib him rhe laicsr dcrvcl- 
opnK'nLs in ihe (le.ice 
process and issues of com- 
ms>n concern. 

.Algerian court 
sentences 
21 to death 

PARIS iR j — An .Mpenan 
coun sentenced in ubNcntia 
Z1 militants to death for 
involvement in guorriHa 
turtivitics, the official 
.Ai”eri:ui news agency .APS 
said on Sulurday. I'he crim- 
inal conn in Medea. 7(i 
kilomcu'cs .south of 
.Algiers, found them guilty 
uf assussifiaiions :ind con- 
spiracy against the Alger- 
ian Slate security, .APS said. 
Si\ other militants in (he 
court on Thursday were 
condemned to life in prison 
for belonging to an :irmed 
group, murder and theft, 
said APS. About 6U.(HJ0 
people havv been killed in 
Algeria’s violence since 
early 1992 when the 
authorities cancelled a gen- 
eral election that radicals 
were poised to win. 

Syria; Israeli 
policies risk 
new tensions 

DAMASCUS tAFPl — 
Syria's officlai radio 
warned on Saturday that 
the "exrremisr policies of 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
could lead to an explosion 
of tension in the Middle 
East. “All those who 
placed bets on u change in 
Netanyahu's extfeniist 
policy are today among the 
di.s’appointed.” Radio Dam- 
ascus said in a broadcast | 
just hours before the arrival i 
in Israel of U.S. Middle 
East envoy Dennis Ross. 
“(Israers) extremist policy 
has not only frozen the 
peace process but it is 
leading iou;irds new ten- 
sions." the radio said. "The 
eagerness of the Ziivii.si j 
exiremisis towards aggres- j 
sion will )e:id the entire 
region towanis ihe abyss," 
(he r;idio added, warning 
of ‘'disastrous conse- 
quences which will spare 
no-one. if the warmongers 
undertake an aggression" 
against the Arabs. 

Egy'ptian military 
handles spy case 

CAIRO (R> — The Egypt- 
ian military prosecutor will 
handle the case against an 
Egyptian turested on suspi- 
cion of spying for Isriel. 
security sources said on 
Saturday. “The military 
prosecution has received 
the papers of Samir 
Osman's case," a source 
told Reutcre. Osman. *17. 
was arrested last inonih on 
suspicion of selling mili- 
lur>‘ information to 
Mos.sad, the Israeli secret 


Taiwan foreign 
mintster returns home 

TAIPEI lAFP) — Tai- 
wanese Foreign Minister 
John Chang returned home 
Saturday after visiting Jor- 
dan and the United Arab 
Emirates. Mr Chang 
described the trip as "pi^si- 
live and fruitful." Mr 
Chang was accompanied 
on tlw ims'sion by Wang 
Wei Chieh, western .Asian 
affoirs director in Taiwtm's 
foreign ministry*! 


Jordan reiterates total support 
for Palestinian independence 

King and Arafat discuss peace process 
during Palestinian leader's working visit 


By a Jordan 1 lines .SlafT 
Reporter with agency 
dispatches 

.AMMAN - - Joid:ui on .Sal- 
iirJay fcitcralcJ its absohiiL* 
siipp(>n for the Pale.siinian 
people's struggle for riuie- 
pendcnce. 

In talks with P.ilesiinian 
Piesident Yjs>er .Arafat. Ills 
Mujesiy King Hussein also 
icailmned that Jordan 
ws'uld continue to extend 
backing for the P.ilesiinian 
people in their efforts to 
regain their legitimate 
rights on their hontelund. 
the Jordan News .Agency, 
FArira. said. 

Petra said the King and 
Mr. Arafat, who (ciumcd lo 
hi.s heaJqu:iners in Ga/.j 
Saturday afternoon after a 
brief working lisit to Jor- 
dan. discussed the latest 
developments in the Pales- 
linian'lsraeii track of nego- 
liulions and the problems 
facing the negotiations. 

The two leaders also dis- 
cussed "other is.sues of 
mutual concern." the 
agency added. 

King Hussein briefed Mr. 
Arafut on ongoing Jordan* 
ian efforts to lift the logjam 
in the peace proces.s and 
reinvigorace Arab-lsraeli 
peace negotiations and the 
outcome of Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy's talks 
hew on Thursdiiy. 

The Palestinian leader 
updated ilk* King on the 
outcome of his recent lour 
of Europe and his contacts 
with world le;iders. 

Panicularly discussed 
was the deadlocked Israeli- 
Palestinian laik.s on Isr:K*li 
redeployment in Hebron. 

The King and Mr. .Arafat 
stressed the need for 
siepped-up ciTons and 
close coordination to give 


iiM|H.'lus to the |K‘uce 
iwwess. I'eira s;nd. 

Mr. .Arafat told the King 
ilial the Patc'ilinian Nation- 
:il .Authority |PN.-\) was 
pLuining to lodge a tbrinal 
protest with the Untied 
Nations .'vccuniy roiincil 
against l.sricl's plans lo 
htiiJd a sciilenicni in ibc 
R:is .\| Amud area in tiic 
heart of .Arab hast 
Jerusalem 

The PN.A knew that the 
U.S. would veto any move 
to endorse the Palestinian 
protest if it w:ls brought up 
in the Scairiiy Council, Mr. 
Arafat told llte King. 

The King and Mr. Aralai 
had a closed-door tneeiing. 
w hich was followed hy an 
enlarged meeting aiiciideJ 
by liis Royal llighnes.s 
Crown Prince Hassan. 
IVime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kaburiii and oftl- 
cial.s from both sides 

The Jordanian delegation 
to the meeting included 
Royal Court Chief Awn 
Khasawneh. Minister of 
Public Works and Housing 
Abdul lladi Majuli, Intor- 
irution Minister M.'irwan 
Muasher. Minister of 
Administrative Develop- 
ment Kama) Nasser and 
Ziyad Majali. head of (he 
Jordanian representation 
office in Oazx 

The Palestinian side 
included Arafat adviser 
Mahmoud Abbas, PNA 
Cabinet Secretary Tayeb 
Abdul Rahim. Minister of 
Local Government Saeh 
L’reikat and Palestinian 
Ambass'Jdor (o Jordan 
Onuir Khuiib. 

King Hus.sein along with 
senior official.s received 
and saw off Mr. Anifat, 
who was llown in and out 
on a Jordanian helicopter. 

In lemaiks to the press 


I'ollowiiig Mr. Afulal's 

detniriure. Dr Muasher 

.said (he visii u:is* very ii.se- 
I'ul and was pan of Mr 
Arafat's ellorts to end the 
deadlock in the peace 
process. 

"Jordan, on ittis occasion, 
renewed its total siippisn 
/or (he Palestinian (Nation- 
all Auitiurriy and for all 
eflorts aimed at teaching an 
accori) on the redeployment 
uf the Israeli unny from 
Hebron," said the mintster. 

Dr. Muasher mned chat 
Mr. Arafat's visit to Jordan 
eanie a few hours beftvre 
U.S. mediator Dennis Ross 
was to arrive in ilie region 
in a hid to break the Pales- 
linian-lsntoii deadlock vwet 
Hebron. 

Dr. Muasher said Jordim 
hoped that Mr. K^tss would 
be successful in helping ilie 
two parties to reach u satiS' 
factory agreement as soon 
as pos.sible. 

"We hope that the Ameri- 
can envoy will quickly .suc- 
ceed in ohiaining an agree- 
ment on I lehron :ind a eom- 
mimient from alt the par- 
lies to implement the 
agreed accords," Dr. 
Muasher iv«]d rop^mers. 

Mr. Kabarii told reporters 
that Mr. Arafat's visit to Jor- 
dan was u.sefu) and fruitful 
:uid that Jordan and the 
PNA agreed on e.xening 
every jwssible effort to 
cnsuie the sucee.ss of the 
peace process and to give 
Mr. Mr. Ross theuppomini- 
IV to to resume his media- 
tion. 

Me. Ross, the U.S. Mid- 
dle Hast envoy, is due in 
Israel on Saturday. 

An Israeli parliament 
member who met with Mr. 
Arafat was meanwhile 
quoted as saying that the 
Palestinian leader wanted 


Ross mission aims at convincing Arafat to sign 
Hebron deal without linking it to further moves 


From Lamis Andoni 
in Boston 

PRESIDE.NT BILL Clin- 
ton. who has come undei 
iniemaiional and Jomesiic 
pressure to sidvage (he 
Middle Eaii process, has 
asked special envoy Dennis 
Ross to present by Tuesday 
a detailed report on why the 
Isrueii-Palesiiniun talks 
over Hebron are sialled. 
.Americ'iin soucces said Sat- 
urday. 

Mr. Ross, who was due to 
arrive in Israel on .SaiiiiJay. 
was expected to prestmi an 
assessment of the siiualion 
to enable (he admini.siniiion 
to decide vmi how' tvv pro- 
ceed to brc;ik the deadlock 
in the Middle East peace 


proce.s.s, the ulTicial .vource.s' 
told the Jordan Time.s, 

The sources expected Mr. 
Ross to reiterate U.S. dis- 
may over Israel's scnlc- 
mem policy, and to urge (he 
Palestinians to sign ilie 
Hebron agreemem wiihuui 
waiting for u change in the 
Israeli stand. I'he .American 
position, Ihe sources said, 
relleeis Washington's view 
that a continuity of the 
process was more crucial 
ihun freezing the process 
until Israel changed its poli- 
cies. 

In practice, ihe ol'llcials 
.say, the American position 
will place die most of ihe 
pressure on the Palestinians 
to move the process for- 
ward. 


Before Mr. Ross and hi.s 
team departed Friday night, 
ihey comacied both the 
Israeli govemmem and 
I*alesiinian President Yass- 
er Aralai lo culm anger on 
both sides general^ by 
criiicid slaiemems that weiv 
made by American oftlcials 
last week. According to 
well-placed sources. Amer- 
ican oftlcials reiieratcd 
President Clinion’s con- 
cent over Israeli policies 
but assured the Israelis that 
the aim was to move the 
process forwiuJ and not lo 
single out (he Israelis. 

'file suutces .said that 
iklminiNiniiion oftlcials had 
telephoned Mr. Arafat per- 
sonally to assure him that 
recent American Maiements 


(hat blamed the Palesiiniaas 
for the deadlock over the 
ixrdeployimnt of Israeli 
troops in Hebron. The 
adminisiraiion told on 
angry .Arafat that the U.S. 
did not mean to blame (he 
Palestinians but to show 
ihai breaking ihc .sialenuie 
will need ihe cooperation of 
both sides. ac«>niing to ihe 
sources. 

Analysis and sources 
close to the administration 
said ihoi (he staieinents crit- 
icising (he Pal^iinian.s over 
Hebron were ncccssarv to 
Kilunce (he presideni's crii- 
icisni vtf Israel (hai has cre- 
ated a mini cri>i.> between 
Ihc lsr;ieli govennnem and 

(Continued on page 7) 


Iraq says it is victim of U.S-Israeli conspiracy 


B.AGHDAD (.Agencies) 
— Ir:iq '■aid on SauirJ.‘iy 
that ii was ihe Lirget ol a 
plot heivveen Washington 

and Israel alter the discov- 
ery of an alleged U.S. spy 
■leiwork and an assassina- 
(ion aiienipf against Presi- 
dent Stiddam Hussein's 
eldest son. 

"The intelligence .services 
of the imperialists :md 
Zionist.s :ire yv'ting with 
hysteria :md have lesorted 
10 Immoral measures 
because ihcir plans lute 
failed" lu topple the gov- 
ernment. said the newspa- 
per A1 Iniq of the Kurdish 
panv allwd with Baghdad. 

The uncovering of im 
alleceJ spy ring working In 


lrai( fur the United States 
was hailed as a victory hy 
newspapers in Baghdad, 
which printed on their froiii 
pages the confessions of 
four accused spies shovsn 
on ir:iqi television the night 
before. 

"Our heroic intelligence 
services have put their 
hands on a bunch of spies." 
"agents of .American intelli- 
gence services unmasked 
by the sons of lr;Ki." weic 
the respective headlines vil 
.AI Jiimhoiiriy:i and .Al lr.u{ 
newspapers. 

(In Washington. U S. 
Slate Depanmeni Nicholas 
Burns ridiculed the report- 
ed discoveo' of Ihe spy 
ring, calling it "a well- 


noied :uid tired propaganda 
ploy.") 

Four Iraqis, including air 
force and navy afticc». 
confessed on state televi- 
sion Friday ihai ihey h;id 
turned military infonnaiion 
over to Iraqi Kurds working 
lor the Ainerican Central 
Inieliigence Agency (CJA). 

Their siaieinenis followed 
a governmeiii ;innounce- 
iTH'iit earlier Friday that a 
spy img working for ilie 
C'l.A had Ix’en imeovereJ. 

The CI.A. Ilk* Uiufed 
.States' m.iiii mielligciicc 
arm ahroad, refused com- 
ment on the charges 

The stalenienls hy the 
four men, ;iccording to 
Baghdad's Saiurdav news- 


papers. conrlrmed Iraq's 
bc’licf (hjt ilk' Cl.A was 
using all available means to 
spy on Iraq, including the 
u>e of international 
organisations with 

hununitarian covenv. 

" The most foolish dream 
the American adminisira- 
iton ever had was to try and 
change (he government of 
haq." ,A1 Jumhouriya said. 
'Their reserve of tlr:iqi) 
gays ;tnd dogs proved lu be 
ot no use." it said, referring 
lo lr.u|i> allegedly recruited 
hy ilic C’l.A to spy on Iraq. 

"l'he\ have tricil all wavs 
and nvans i»i topple tik* 
Iraqi govcrnmcni. " said .A) 

(Continued tm page 7) 


Mr. Ross replaced as peace 
talks (nedtaior. 

"lie (.ArafaO said he's 
ready for mediation or arhi- 
iraiiitn as long as it is not 
done by Dennis Ross." said 
Yossi ^ilin. a key figure in 
peace talks that fed to the 
breakthrtMigh Israelt-Pules- 
tinian autononiv accords of 
I99.L 

Mr. Beilin, whose Labour 
Piiny w:ls ousted hy hard- 
line Prime .Minister Beny- 
amin Netanyahu in elec- 
tions last May. met Mr. 
Arafat in the Gaza Strip on 
Friday. 

Mr. Beilin, quoted by 
Reuters in a dispatch from 
occupied Jerusalem, said 
Mr. Arafat did not explain 
his objection to Mr. Ross. 

"I .said to him that that 
would be his bigge.sl mis- 
take, that the United States 
Is the sponsor and Dennis 
Ross is its representative 
and even if he would like to 
have others, the best thing 
that he could do is to accept 
Ross as a mediator becuu.se 
that's the only way to make 
progress in the Hebron 
talks." Mr. Beilin told 
Reuters. 

A Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) ofticiul 
said Mr. Ross would travel 
to Gaza upon landing in 
Israel for a meeting with 
Mr. Arafat lure on Saturday. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Chri.-aopher put the 
onus on Mr. Anifui on 
Thursday, saying Israel had 
"made scrnie nK>ves" in 
talks on Hebron and it w*as 
up to the P*aiesumans to 
respond. 

"The mos( imporram 
thing is that Mr. Ro.ss has to 
be an uccuraie mediator and 
iKit to be bia.sed on the side 
of Israel," Mr. Arafat said 
in Gaza on Friday. 







His Majesty King Hussein on Saturday receives Palestinian leader Yasser .Araf.iL 
upon his arrival here fora brief working visit (photo by Yousef .Allan) 

Saraireh submits resignation 


By a Jordan Times 
SuilT Reporter 

.A.MMAN — Minister of 
Telecommunications Jamal 
Saraireh on Saturday sub- 
mitted his resignation from 
the .'1 -member Cabinet 
citing the prime minister's 
style of dealing with his 
colleagues us the rea.son for 
his move. 

Mr. Sarairch .said, in a 
telephone interview with 
the Jordan Times, ihai 
although he had no quunel 
with Prime Minister .Abdul 
Kiuim Kabarili's policies 
he did not condone the pre- 
mier's "haughty attitude" 
and his "disresf^ct for his 
colleagues." 

"I support the govern- 
ment's policies. There is no 
doubt about that." .Mr. 
Saraireh said. Bm. "it is the 
way Mr. Kabariii deals with 
his colleagues. iThls) i> (he 
worst of ireutmenis." 

Sources close to the 
prime minister continued 
.Mr. Saraireh had .submitted 
a written resignation but 



Jamal Saraireh 

said Mr. Kuburiti "has not 
decided whether to accept it 
or not.’* 

The sources said that Mr. 
Saraireh had differed with 
the prime minister of the 
latter's decision to appoint 
.Minl.sier of State Mahmoud 
Hweimeh as acting minister 
of communications while 
he wtLs on a visit to Egypt. 

Mr. Saraireh .said that 
Mr. Kabarili's style differed 
from fonwr prime minis- 


ters under whom he sen-cd. 

"They behaved like roy- 
alties," Mr. Saraireh said, 
"unlike (Mr. Kabariii) who 
derides, disdains and looks 
dow-n upon his colleagues." 

Mr. Saraireh would not 
cither e.xplain or cite specif- 
ic incidents. "For the time 
being. 1 resigned." he said. 

.Mr. Saraireh was appoint- 
ed four times as a minibter. 
The first time he became a 
minister was under .Mudar 
Badran in 1989 when he 
was appointed us minister 
of telecommunications. He 
was re-uppoinied twice in 
the sanne post under Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shtikcr in H>91 
and in 1995. 

He muimained (he same 
portfolio with the current 
government which took 
office lust Fcbniujy. 

Mr. Saraireh. who is a 
deputy from Kurtik. fully 
hacked Mr. Kuburiti during 
the riots that hit his home- 
town last .August over the 
government's decision to 
modify the system of bread 
and fodder subsidies. 


Kabariti pledges all possible 
assistance for cooperatives 


AMM.AN (Petra) — Rriine 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kaburiii on Saturday 
opened a rwo-day confer- 
ence on cooperaiiveN in Jor- 
dan and pledged a)l poNsi- 
ble o.ssi*aance to the coop- 
eratives sector to help il 
overcome financial’ and 
oiher difficulries. 

"The government ha.> its 
own concepts tor solutions 
10 the problems facing Jor- 
d;inian cooperatives and the 
Jordan Cooperative Organi- 
sation (JCO) but through 
this meeting it prefers to 
hear from ihe cooperative 
societies iheir own views, 
which are more important,” 
said .Mr. Kabanii. 

"The 'jovernmenr has 


submitted a draft law on the 
JCO to the legislation 
bureau at the prime min- 
istry so that (he legal com- 
mittee can examine it 
before taking further steps 
towards pulling it inio 
force." he added. 

The draft law. according 
(O the prime minister, pro- 
vides for I'unher jdvamages 
and incentives lo ihc coup- 
eraiives and a sei of regula- 
tions governing their aciivl- 
(iuN. 

"We do n<i[ v.i'h to see 
the cooperatives :a.*ctcr 
restricting its uctiviiicN to 
agriculture alone. We 
would like lo see cov>pera- 
lives also in iran.'^port and 
housing seciors and .serving 


as an insirumeni for build- 
ing the national economy 
and helping Jordan to 
become self- reliant." he 
said. 

JCO Director General 
Khnled Tayeb lold ihe 
opening scNMon thai nc.iriy 
!$ii.U(H) Jordanian families 
were al/lliated lo coopera- 
tives thn.-'ughouf the King- 
dom. 

Jordan has 8i)l) coopera- 
tive Nociciies which deal 
w iih agriculiure, handicr.il'i, 
housing and general scr- 
victf.s among other areas, 
with the JCO sen'ing as an 
umbrella for their work 
with eontinued backing 

(Continued on page 7) 


Rebels free a few hostages but 
Lima embassy crisis drags on 


LI.MA lAFP) — The 
release of .sS of ihe .'4U 
hostages being held by left- 
ist n.‘bels ui ihe Japanese 
amh:issador's re.sidence 
here placed the hall in the 
guvemmem's court Satur- 
day in negoiiaiions to end 
ihe four-day standoiT. 

Talks remained dead- 
locked Saturday between 
Ihe Peruvian govemmem 
and Marxist rel^Is holding 
hundreds of hostages tor 
four days Japanese ambas- 
sador's residence here. 

FriJuv mghi rebels from 
the Tupac Amaii) Revoiu- 
iton;tn Movemem i.MRTAi 
released .\S of tv^ughly .^4(1 
hostages being hefj in ihe 
residence which ihey 
.sumnej iaie ruesd.i>. 

"We believe ihui a gesture 
of [Ills naiiire" could work 


toward finding a "global 
solution" to Ihe hosiage cri- 
si.s, ihe rebels said in a 
siaiemem read by one of 
(he hosiages released Fri- 
day. 

The govemmeni had no 
immediaie response to the 
release and Jespiie ihe 
"gesiure," rebels NhoweJ 
no signs of surrendering 
peacefully. 

'The only possible solu- 
tion (to ihe crisis ) is lo meet 
our demands." ihe rebel 
siatemeni said. 

The MRT.Vs main 
dcin;ind is fur the release of 
more ih.in 40i) of iheir 
jailed comrades. jiicluJing 
the gruiijfs founder victor 
Pi’lay I’ampos who is serv- 
ing a life semenee al a 
naval base m nearby 
C.iil:io. 


But (he group apparently 
would be willing to lay- 
down ii.s arms pernwnenily. 
according to the MRT.A's 
curreni leader. .Nestor 
Cerpa Conolini. who is 
among the rebels who 
stormed the embassv com- 
pound during :i diplomatic 
receplion. taking nearly 
700 Ivetstaues. 

The MRTA "is willing to 
lay down its anus" because 
"il aecepis democracy, ihe 
privaiisaiion of suiie-ovvned 
companies and ihe iruirkei 
economy." freed hostage 
Javier Soia Nadal told CPN 
Radio. Soto Nadal. who 
vv as relea.sed Friday, .said he 
and oiherliosiages had par- 
ticipated in a "round table 
meeting" with Mr. Cerpa 

(Cunlinued on page 7| 
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Arab-Americans urge 
pressure on Netanyahu 


Social 

Development 








WASHINGTON lAP) — 
The United States should 
apply "public, sustained and 
unmist^able pressure** on 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's 
government to revive the. 
lagging Middle East peace 
process, prominent Arab- 
Americans said Friday. 

President Bill Clinton was 
urged in an open letter to 
"personuliy and explicitly 
reafifinn the policy enunci' 
ated by numerous U.S. 
administrations that Israeli 
seiilemenLs in the occupied 
terrilories. including 

Jerusalem, are illegal and an 
obstacle to peace." 

The letter released at a 
news conference by the 
American committee on 
Jerusalem praised Mr. Clin- 
ton for his remark earlier 
last week that the Israeli set- 
tlement policy was "not 
helpful" to peace. But it 
added that such policy 
clearly will not change 
without pressure on Mr 
Netanyahu. 

The United States has 
allowed Israel "to get away 
with murder." Jerusalem 
Committee Vice President 
Khalil £. Jahshan told 
reporters. 

This is because both the 
Democratic White House 
and Republicans controlling 
Congress play domestic pol- 
itics with the .Arab-Israeli 
conflict. This encourages 


Mr. Netanyahu to tiy to 
“have his cake and eat it’* by 
pursuing peace with Arab 
governments but not the 
Palestinians, he said. 

Mr. Jahshan. one of sever- 
al signatories of the letter, is 
a Chiisuan Palestinian- 
American who also heads 
the National Association of 
Arab-Americans. 

On one occasion, he said, 
“the U.S. government and 
Mr. Clinton personally 
intervened and forgave 
Israel about S275 million 
and deducted only $ 61 mil- 
lion” from U.S. loan guar- 
antees required by Ameri- 
can law to be cut by the 
amount Israel spends on 
new settlements. 

Commenting on the cl;^. 
a State Depa^ent official 
said deductions are adjusted 
under a complex formula. 

Instead of requiring 
prompt implementation of 
the previous Israeli govern- 
ment's agreement to with- 
draw troops from Hebron on 
the West Bank, the Mr. Clin- 
ton administration "waf- 
fled” and reopened talks. 
Mr. Jahshan continued. 

Hebron withdrawal was 
part of an agreement signed 
by the former government 
on behalf of the Israeli peo- 
ple. witnessed and guaran- 
teed by the United States, he 
said. "Our job should have 
been to enforce, not to waf- 
fle.** he said, suggesting 


such behaviour encourages 
Israel's new right-wing 
leaders "not to respect or 
take seriously the U.S. gov- 
ernment.” 

Mr. Jahshan criticised a 
Dec. 17 letter sent Mr. 
Netanyahu by .Senator Jesse 
Helms and Representative 
Ben Gilman. Republican 
chairmen of the powerful 
congressional committees 
overseeing U.S. foreign 
relations. *rhey called the 
letter a case of "playing 
domestic politics, trying to 
embarrass the president of 
the United States.” 

In it, Mr. Helms and Mr. 
Gilman declared "there are 
voices who insist that it is 
incumbent upon the State of 
Israel to mate all the 

sacrifices for peace. Do 
not count us among such 
people.” 

Such a letter "is going to 
harm Israeli citizens'* more 
than help. Mr. Jahshan said. 
“If Israel wants long-term 
security and legitimacy in 
the region there is no ^ter- 
native to genuine peace with 
its neighbours, Palestinians 
and other Arabs in the area.” 

"As Arab-Americans, we 
have to respect the will of 
the Israeli people when they 
have elections.” Mr. 
Jahshan said. 'The United 
States of America as a spon- 
sor of the peace process 
must hold Israel. accoum^L 
able.” 


FATINA Kabariti, wi- 
fe of Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti 
accompanied by fbe 
wives of the speaker of 
the Lower House of 
Parliament and other 
minis ters pn Saturday 
visit the Queen Alia 
Fund for Social Devel- 


Erbakan 
calls for 
closure of 
casinos 


jpment 

^ey were briefed by 
Princes Basina Cen- 
tre for Women AJOTairs 
Director General 
Faitih Daghistani on 
the centre^s activities 
to enable Jordanian 
women to take part in 
decision-making proc- 
ess at all levels. 




Beirut confirms arrests 
after attack on Syrians 


Sudan pleased with U.N. 
delay on sanctions move 


Rafsanjani’s daughter says 
Turkish women are not free 


Hizbollah 
mourns 2 


.ANKARA ( AFPi — Faezeh 
Rafsanjanj. the daughter of 
Iranian Prosident .AH Akbar 
Kashemi Rafsanjani. sug- 
gested that Turkish women 
were not as "free" as Iranian 
women, in an interview pub- 
lished by the Turkish news- 
paper Sabah on Saturday. 

Faezeh Rafsanjani. who is 
accompanying her father on 
a four-day official trip to 
Turkey, said "the situation of 
Turkish women is similar to 
that of Iranian women before 
th.» revolution. Before the 
Islamic revolution, Iranian 
women were not free." 

She added that she thought 
that Iranian women were 
"happier now." 

She also praised the 
"greater integration” of Iran- 
ian women in .social life and 
the "increasing education” 
of Irojiian girls following the 
1979 revolution which 

inst.-illed a regime based on 
Islamic principles in Iran. 

Faezeh Rafsanjani also 
denounced 'Turkish laws 
which do not allow veiled 
women to take part in uni- 
versity life." 

Since the official visit 
'• ?aan on Thursday, several 
lurkish newspapers have 
published photographs of 
the Iranian president's wife 
and daughters dressed in 
black chadors to emphasi.se 


the difference between Iran- 
ian women and Turkish 
women. Turkish women 
wear Western clothes. 

In its Saturday edition. 
Sabah thanked Mustafa 
Kemal Ataturk for founding 
a modem, secular state and 
uiged: “look Iranian 
women." 

Another comparison made ’ 
by Faezeh Rafsanjani 
between Turkey and Iran 
prompted a strong reaction 
on Friday from Foreign Min- 
ister Tansu Ciller, a senior 
member of the right-wing 
True Path Party (DYP), the 
Islamic government's coali- 
tion partner. 

“Ankara is like Iran in the 
last years of the Shah.” 
Faezeh Rafsanjani. who is 
president of Iran's National 
Olympic Committee, said 
during a meeting on Thurs- 
day with . Turkish Sports 
Minister Bahaiiin Seker. 

The DYP "firmly con- 
demned” these statements, 
the head of the DYP parlia- 
mentary group. All Rlza 
Gonul. said during a press 
conference on Friday. 

"We feel that a visitor 
should respect the hospitali- 
ty that she has received... 
These statements are 
e.xtremely w'ounding. W’e 
protest strongly.'* he added. 


guerrillas 


TYRE (AFP) — The Iran- 
ian-backed Hizbollah said 
Saturday two of its guerrillas 
were killed during clashes 
with Israeii troops in South 
Lebanon two days ago, rais- 
ing to four the number of the 
group's ciusualties in a vi?Mk. 

A Hizboll^ ^latemenrsaid 
Mohammad Kamel Abbas. 
19, and Zein AI Abideen 
Yassin. 20. were killed 
"while carrying out their 
jibad (holy battle) for the lib- 
eration of our territories dur- 
ing conlrontations in the 
Iqlim A] Tuffah last Thurs- 
day.” 

Funerals were be held for 
the "martyrs” at midday, the 
statement said. 

On Wednesday. Israeli jets 
and artillety struck South 
Lebanon, wounding two 
civilians, after a Hizbollah 
attack into the occupied bor- 
der zone that lefi Israeli 
General EH Amitoi slightly 
wounded. 

It is the second time in less 
than a week that Geo. Amitai 
is hurt by Hizbollah fire. *The 
general and a soldier were 
injured and two guerrillas 
were killed during clashes In 
and around the border area 
over the last weekend. 


BEIRLT (AFP) — The 
Lebanese govemment said 
Saturday it had freed n>ost of 
the people arrested since an 
armed anti-Syrian attack 
north of Beirut earlier in the 
week. “Most of die people 
arrested were released after 
interrogation." said Attorney 
General Adnan Addum. 
"Some troublemakers have 
recently stepped up the distrib- 
ution of tracts inciting contes- 
sional conflicts and damaging 
Lebanon's relations with 
friendly and brother coun- 
tries,” Mr. Addum said in a 
staieroenL 

'They have taken their 
actions one step further by 
throwing grenades and shoot- 
ing at a civilian bus, killing and 
wounding two of its passen- 
gers,'* said Mr. Addum, refer- 
ring to 'l^^dnesday's auned 
attack on a SyriaiHegistered 
minibus north of BeiniL 

‘Given these facts and to 
maintain securiQ', a judicial 
inquiry was launched so as to 


uncover the wrong-doers and 
to punish diem,” he added 

Doty Chamoun. leader of Ihe 
opposition National liberal 
Phity (NLP),tokIAFPoaRi- 
day diat between 40 and SO 
people were arrested after 
unidentified gunnien raked die 
minibus wth automatic 
weapons on the Beirut-Tiipoli 
highway, killing the driver and 
injuiii^ a passeoget. 

Mr. Ctuunoun said most of 
those arrested were supporters 
of the disbanded Lebanese 
Forces militia of General 
Michel Aoun. who beaded a 
military government from 
1988 to 19% before be'ing dri- 
ven into exile in France. 

•The disbanded Lebanese 
Forces militia of Jailed former 
wariord Samir Geagea cm 
Satunday released a statement 
accusing the security ' services 
of “having arrested, widiout 
arrest warrants, hundreds of 
our supporters and associates 
of Mr. Chamoun and General 
Aoun." 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — The 
Sudanese government said 
on Saturday it was pleased 
that the United Nations had 
delayed a decision on 
imposing an air traffic 
embargo on international 
flights in Sudan. 

In New York on Thursday 
the U.N. Security Council 
postponed a decision 
because it wanted more 
information about the 
humanitarian impact of such 
sanctions. 

Sudanese Foreign Minis- 
ter Ali Osman Mohammad 
Taha said there was "con- 
cern within the U.N. Securi- 
ty Council about the human- 
itarian impact of these sanc- 
tions on innocent people 
who need the services of 
Sudan Airways." 

The minister said Sudan 
Airways jKovided a "vital 
service” Unking various 
parts of the countiy and 
because of maintenance, 
requirements, it was diffi- 


cult to separate international 
and domestic fUghts, the 
Sudanese press reported. 

In .August, the Security 
Council gave Sudan a three- 
month ultimatum to hand 
over to Ethiopia three mili- 
tants wanted in connection 
with the failed bid to assas- 
sinate Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak in June 
1995. 

Sudan denies any involve- 
ment in the Addis Abate 
attack as well as chaiges that 
it is giving the wanted mili- 
tants refuge, "AU the mem- 
bers of the Security Council 
are perfectly aware that 
none of the wanted suspects 
are still in Sudan and the 
council finds itself in a diffi- 
cult situation that it is tr^g 
to get out of,” the minister 
said. 

France, Russia and China 
areropposed to trade embar- 
goes while the United States 
and Britain are inclined to 
favour them. 


ANKARA (R) — TurkQ^> 
Islamist Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan said on 
Friday the country’s c^- 
nos would be clos^ and a 
public lottery tEscontinufid • 
because of concerns about- 
their demoralising effect on 
Turkish society. 

"They have begun to 
spread to every comer of 
Turkey like an illness," Mr. 
Erbakan told reporters 
ahead of a cabinet meeting 
at which the future of- die 
gaming industry was 
expected to be discussed. 

The tourism ministry has 
been considering proposals 
in the last three months to 
exclude Turks from gam- 
ing establishments or out- 
law the sector entirely. 

Govemment pressure for 
complete closure appeared-. 
to.be gathering earlier this 
week when Foreign Minis- - 
ter Tansu Ciller said she 
wanted the country’s '76 
casinos shut down. 

The current initiative is 
the culmination of a series 
of restrictions on opening 
hours and dress imposed by 
the Islamist-led govem- 
ment since coming to 
power in June. 

It has had limited success 
in imposing a previous 
order to exclude Turks 
from casinos. This Interior 
Ministry order did not have 
the force of law behind it. 

Tourism ministry offi- 
cials say work on plans ip 
limit casinos to three desig- 
nated areas is continuing 
despite the current initia- 
tive. An island near Istan- 
bul and various tourist 


but and various tounst 
resorts are among recom- 
mended locations. 


Ibrks pessimistk aver -stat&Tgmigland, scandal . ht 


ISTANBUL (R) 

Turkey’s president will 
meet party leaders at a rare 
summit on a scandal over 
suspected state-gangland 
linte, but the general mood 
in the country is so gloomy 
that few have faith anything 
will be resolved. 

President Suleyman 

Demirel’s office said he 
would gather on Sunday the 
leaders of the political par- 
ties represented in parlia- 
menL including Prime Min- 
ister Necmettin Erbakan, 
his deputy Tansu Ciller and 
main opposition leader 
Mesut Yilmaz. 

Mr. Demirel, who gener- 
ally distances himself from 
the political scene, publicly 
stepped in after the furore 
created by a crash last 
month in which a wanted 
gangster, a 'top policeman 
and a Mafia moll died in the 
same car. 

Sedat Bucak. a govera- 


meut deputy leading a Kur- 
dish clan paid by the state 
to fight s^aratist Kurdish 
rebels, was in the car but 
escaped wltit minor 
injuries. 

Political analysts, initially 
hopeful that the crash 
would force a real investi- 
gation into allegations of 
shady business within the 
Slate, now accuse the gov- 
ernment of wanting to 
cover up the scandal and 
Mr. Demirel for being inef- 
fectual. 

”On the other side, it is 
even worse. The main 
opposition leader, for more 
than a month, has been 
bragging that he has ‘docu- 
mented proor...but he does 
not. or cannot, produce 
them,” wrote columnist 
dktay Eksi in the mass- 
selling Hurriyet daily, refer- 
ring lo ANAP leader Y*il- 
maz. 

The interior and justice 


rninistries, a number of. 
prosecutors and a parlla- 
mrataiy commission are 
investi^ting the crash. 

. But a poll commissioned 
by an opposition deputy 
appeared to reflect the gen- 
et^ mood of pessimism 
^ong the public. 

Some 75.8 per cent of 
those questioned in a sur- 
vey of 2.000 people 
believed they lived in an 
unpredictable. shocking 
and unstable environment. 
And few believed any polit- 
ical party could lead them 
out of the mess. 

This week a prosecutor 
seeking to open the way for 
legal action against former 
Interior Minister Mehmet 
Agar through lifting his 
parliamentaiy immunity 
withdrew from the case in 
disgust after his bid was 
rejected on technical 
grounds and the chief pros- 
ecutor ordered to rewrite 


±e report. 

Mr. Agar quit his post 
after the crash but remaii^ 
a deputy. The prosecutor, 
Nihat Artiran. had accused 
Mr. Agar of having signed a 
false police identity docu- 
ment for the dead gangster, 
Abdullah Catii, diegedly 
used by officials to kill 
political opponents. 

Six weeks after the crash, 
only one person has been 
brought to trial — the lorry 
driver who caused it. 

'‘No significant progress 
has been made so far,’* said 
Bilal Cetin, political analyst 
at the liberal Yen! Yuzyil 
daily. 

"The Justice Ministry's 
attitude towards the lifting 
of immunities and a Jack of 
confidence in the impartial- 
ity of the interior ministry's 
investigation gives cre- 
dence to the worries of the 
public and the opposition.” 
he said. 


Since the crasb,.the media 
and opposition have alleged 
that leading officials duct- 
ed hit squads — made up of 
members from state-paid 
tribes such as Bucak's clan 
or the likes of Catii — to 
kill rebel Kurd sympathis- 
ers, leftists and business 
rivals. 

The public was shocked 
further last month wben 
Mrs. Ciller defended Catii, 
saying anyone firing or suf- 
fering wounds from bullets 
for the state was a hero. 

. And Mr. Demirel. despite 
his public efrbrts. has shied 
away from accusing anyone 
and repeatedly warns that 
state interests should not be 
damaged because of indi- 
vidual abuses. 

His calls for the public to 
trust in the judiciary and 
other democratic processes 
have begun to fall on deaf 
ears. 
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JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


, PROGRANfME TWO 

14:05 >.Jonny Quest 

1 14:30 You Bet Your Life 

15:00 Cajou 

15:30 Week-Ends Speciaux 

16:00 Doc, —World Echo 

16:30 ..The Famous Five (’Drama) 

17:00 News Rash 

17:02 Doc. — Our World. Their 
World 

17:15 EX.'h:. — A ll the Children 

18:00 ...Magazine — Faut Fte Rever 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Magazine — Sports Et 
Musique 

19i30 News Headlines 

19:35 Fresh Prince of Bel-Air 


20:00 

2(h30 

Auto-Clas.Mcs 

21:10 ...Doc. 
22:00 

— Hold Up the Sun 

22:25 

Drama — Cover 

23:15 

Minmi Vice 

23:59 


PRAY) 

rrtimfj? 

II5;IU 


06:27 

.... jSunrise) Duha 

11:34 

Dhuhr 

14:18..- 


lA-JO 

.Maghreb 

18:03 

‘Isha 


Tel. 637440. 

De ia Salle Church Tel. 66 1 757. 
Ibra Sanda Church Tel. 622.^ 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Amienian Catholic Church Tcl. 
77I33I. 

Armenian Ortiiodox Oturcb 
Tel. 775261. 

Sl Ephnum Church Tl*L 771751. 
Amman International Church 
Tel. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 834328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Dav Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Churdi of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 8 II 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholte Parish Tel. 

614190. 


Deserts.. 


.-...aV17 630341 


Jordan Valley 1CV22 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
.Amman 14. Aqaba 22 Humidity 
readings: Amman 69 per cenu 
Aqaba 50 per cent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


Sl Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifi^ Tel. S 10740 
' Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
6327S5. 

; Sl Joseph Church Td. 624590 
Church of the Annunication 


BuUeiin supplied by the Depan- 
mcM of Mfteorvlo’f^' 

Sunny to partly cloudy weather 
conditions will prevail with winds 
easterly light becoming westerly 
light to moderate during the day. 
In Aqaba, winds will be nonheriy 
moderate and seas calm. 


AMNIAN: 

Dr. Hanna Mansour 7S0I97 

Dr. Sa'id Tawfiq 788285 

Dr. Afif Sfaukri 898863 

Dr. Nidal Al Dahleh 827195 

Hras pharmacy 661912 

Fenlows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy .637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Solam pharmacy ....636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


Civil Defence Emer- 
genev..— ..199 

Rescue Polioe— 192, 621 1 1 1 , 637777 

Rre Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highwnv Police .&43402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security DepL 630321 

Hotel Con^ialncs 603800 

Price Complaints 661176 

\Vi<er & Seweny Oo ny b iizs ..^197467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

787111 

Telephone Information (directory 
as.sistance) 131 


The Islamic, Abdali .....666 1 26^7 phone Ofi (52700) 

Al-AhJi. Abdali 664164/6 ^npivAr c 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen..«777101/3 

Al-Bttshir. .......775111/26 Rqyal Jordaniai 

Army.Marka 891611/15 08:00 J 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 08:15 

Amal Hospital .674155 (^*35... 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 08:50 Atht 

Spedal Suigeiy >>865199 09:15 Dhah 

ZARQA: 09:15. Do 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 09:55 Jed 

(09)983323 09:50 Dubai. 

Zarqa National Hosi»tal 10:05 


Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs.> 661 101 

Jordan Television 773 i I i 


Water .Author!^ >....68OlO0 


(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital..... (09)986732 
AI Hiknui Modem Ho^itai 
rnoioonoon 

IRBID: 

Princes.*! 

Basma Hosintal 

(02)775555 

Greek 

CathoUc Ho^ital 

. (n?)r77.775 

Ibn Al 

Nafres Hospital 
(02)247100 


OtBlD: 

Dr. Mazes Abu Baldr ....276852 

AI Quds pharmacy 1 — 'j 

Z.ARQA: 

Dr. RatibAtallah 994424 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


Electric Power Co .636381 

RJ Flight [nformation ..08-53200 
Queen .Alia Ind. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 


AQABA: 

Princess 

(03)314111 


Hospital 


.AMMAN: 

Hussrin Medica] Cerare ».S1 38 1 3/33 

Kholidi Maternity. 644281/6 

Akiieh Maternity. >..642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity ...642362 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This irfonmtion is supplied hy 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flints 

08:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

08:15 .-oBombayCRJ) 

(^*•35 Jeddah tRJ) 

08:50 Athens Lamoca (RJ) 

09:15 Dhahran, Riyadh (RJ) 

09:15. J3oho, Bahrain (RJ) 

09:55 Jeddah. Aqaba (RJ) 

09:50 Oubaj, Abu Dhabi iRJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 

10:50 Jakarta (add) (RJ) 

16:30 Brussels. Vienna (add) (RJ) 
16:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:45 Madrid, Geneva iRJi 

17^15 London (RJ } 

18:10 Athens (RJ) 

ISrfO Frankfurt (RJ) 

19:30 .Tunis iRJ) 

19dS Vienna (RJ) 

19:35 Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta 
(add) (RJ) 

19:40 Rome(RJ) 

20:00 Jeddah (Odd) (RJ) 

20:45 (add) (RJ) 

21:00 Paris (add).(RJ) 

• (B;10 ..'.> ;..Cairo (RJl 

. 03ri)0 Jeddah (RJ; 

03:05 :....Sanon (RJ) 


20:30 Cairo (MS) 

23:10 >.IstanbuI (TK) 

23:50 London. Beirut (BA) 

01:25 ...AmsteixlarrL Beirut (KL) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:20 .>Aqaba(RW) 

18:55 Tel Aviv (RW) 

departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) FUghts 

06:20 Beirut (RJ) 

08^40 Frankfurt (RJ) 

10:15 Jairs (add l (RJ) 

10:30 .Paris (add) (RJ) 

11:00. .Tunis (RJ) 

11:05 Menna (RJ) 

11:15 Rome (RJ) 

11:30 Amsierdam, New York (RJ) 

12:15 — _...Jx>ndon (RJ.) 

12:20 -.Athens (RJ) 

14:00 leddtdt (add) (RJ) 

19:45 Sanaa (add) (RJ) 

Jeddah (W) 

21:15 New Delhi (RJ) 

21:45 Dama.scus (RJ) 


07:15 .Tel Aviv (LY) \ 

07:35 ....Damascus, Londem (BA) ! 

13:30 »Doha(GF)i 

16:35 .Moscow (SU) 1 

21-^. .Cairo (MS) | 

Royal Wing (RW) F lights I 
09:50 Aqaba (RWi (departing I 
from Maika Airpon) I 

2(h30 Aqaba (RW) I 


D9-Ajiman.._8^ain.eveiyMoDd^ 
AicOaiia5aK»5A]pjn.evieiyMci]d3y ! 
Dep.ttKnasaB-.7J0amevay Sundty I 

Alt AiiHihui _..>A 0 O pm. eMwy Siwty ! 


market PBtrRS 

UpperAcwer price in fib per kg. 


Apple 700/500 1 

Banana. ..550/550 1 


22:00 Abu Dhabi, Kuala Lumpur Garlic 


Banana (inyorted) yffl ugpo} 

Cabbage >,70/50 : 

3000501 

Cauliflower. 130/100 1 

Cucumber (laige) 12<V8o| 

Cucumber (small) >.370/180 ' 

EggplanL 150/80: 


(add) i.RJ) 

22:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

22:10 .-.-.Singapore, Jakarta (RJ) 
22:15 .,.»Abu Dhabi, Dhabi (RJ) 


...-850/600: 


v/lu T 7 ^ Jordanian (RJ) irtfommtion 


04riW Jeddah (RJ) -..Bangkok (R^ 

- —•‘*5 - Sanaa (RJ) 

Other flights Cairo (RJ) 

ntiiTSi TV.! iTvi **3:00 Jedfhh fDfi 


Mia/Max. tonp. 

Amman 06/15 

Aqaba. 09/22 


Food Control Centre 637 1 1 1 

GvilDrienoeD qxiime nt 66I1II 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 


Palestine. Shmeisani ...—..60707 1 
Shmeisani Hospital .>,......669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Ai-Muasher Hospital —667227/9 


bttemational Airpon Tel 
(0S)5J2(W-5, where it should 
always he verified. Itdbrmariai on 
other ftigha can be suf^lied on 


Other flights 

06:20 .Tbl Aviv (LY) 

12:40 .Bahrain (GF) 

15:20 -.......—Moscow (SU) 

15:30 Dubai (EK) 

20:10 _.„.Bdrut (ME) 



24:00 Jeddah (RJ) 

W:00 —Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Other Fillets 

- ......Ldndon (KJ) 

®7*®0 - Beirut (ME) 


Grape fruit >150/1001 

Lenwn —400/300 ! 

Marrow (large) 80/40 [ 

Marrow (small) »140/100l 

Onion (green) 160/100 1 

Onion (dry) 170/801 

Orange -..-.SSCMOO L 

Pepper (hot) -240/1501 

Pepper (sweet) 240/150 : ' 

Potato ...JTO/ldOl 

Spinach 140/100 1 

String Bean 380^ i 

Tomato 150/120 I 



Home News 

Political Party Congress issues resolutions, opposes 
normalisation of economic, cultural ties with Israel 
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Company offers JD 10,000 for information regarding theft 


Jordan limes, Sunday, December 22, 1996 


By KhaUl Shobaki 

Sfieciul to the Jonlan Times 

aNYMAN — The 60 Arab 
pofiiioat parties which luoL 
pan tasi week in the Arab 
pohaeal Pony Congress issued 
ni^onuncpdations and resolu* 
Ittitu pledging lo oppose nor- 
mniisaiiort of relations with 
lafiWl at the cultural, educa- 
tional and economic le%'els and 
cjlling on Arab leaders to con- 
vene a sumntit meeting to 
study ways of confronting 
uhai they described as Israel's 
expansionist and aggressive 
pv>!icies. 

Meeting in Amman, the con- 
Irrence participants stressed 
the need lo exen political and 
ekooomic pressure on Israel (u 
end dw Judaisaiion drive in 
Jerusalem and the building of 
settlements in the Golan 
Heiehts. South Lebanon and 
occupied Palestine. 

They also called the 
u ithdrawal of foreign military 
forces in the region, urged the 
rcvisTt! of the Arab Defence 


Pact, criticised the U.S. for 
continuing the saoctions on 
Iraq, Libya and Sudan and 
praLsaJ France for its stand in 
suf^>on of Arab nghis. 

Conference Chair man and 
former Minister of -Interior 
Suieinun Arar, Saturday 
described the panics’ confer- 
ence, its tirsi. as having 
achieved excellent resulLs not 
only for Jordan, but for the 
whole Arab nation. 

Mr. Ar^, who ts also secre* 
lary geiterai of Jordan's A] 
Mustakbid Party iihc confer- 
ence sponsors), told the presv 
that ''the meeting has proved 
(hat Jordan and its leadership 
arc determined to pursue the 
esuttve of democracy, and that 
despite its size the Kingdom is 
great, due to iLs sacrifices for 
the Arab Nation, and ha.s won 
the respect of all political par- 
ties in the .Arab Wurld.” 

"That (his first parties’ con- 
ference was held in Amman, 
wbich was also cho.sen to serv-c 
as the permanent headquarters 
for Arab parties, is considered 


a major and genuine gain for 
Jordan and its people," he 
noted. 

"During their stay in Ammon 
Ihe representatives of the polit- 
ical panics had the chance to 
ascertain that Jordu serves as 
an oa.sis for democracy in this 
region,” Mr. Arar stated. 

At its closing .session the 
conference elected Mr. Arar as 
secretary general and elected a 
committee to follow up on the 
implemeniaiion of the confer- 
ence's resolutioas and recom- 
mendations. 

Tile commitiee has been 
entrusted also to contact politi- 
cal panies which were not able 
to attend the three-day meeting 
lo involve them in future activ- 
ities. 

The conference's secretariat 
decided on the following 
points; 

1 - Fixing an annual sub- 
senption for each pany at JO 
7D0 to be paid within three 
months from now. 

2 - issuing a scientific quar- 
terly tackling various pan- 


Arab issues, and a monthly 
guMiic on various pony activi- 
ties in order to enhance coordi- 
nation among them. 

3 - Drawing up a code of 
honour for parties in the Arab 
V/urld and the prepaiauon of 
tniemal bylaws and regula- 
tions for the congress. 

4 • Disirihution of the final 
communique of the conference 
which included resolutions 
and recommendations to all 
Anh trade and professional 
organisations. 

5 - Issuing an annual guide- 
book for Arab parties. 

6 - Publishing the proceed- 
ings of the conference. 

7 - Opening a headquarters 
for the conterence's secretariat 
in Amman by 1997. 

Mr. Arar .said (hat the nine- 
member secretarial will hold 
meeting.s in Amman every 
three months. 

He said the conference cost 
JD30.000 and was financed by 
A1 Mustakbal Party together 
with donaiioru from Jordanian 
banks and firras. 
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By Rana Husseini 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Owners of u 
tyre company in Amman Sat- 
urday stated that they arc 
offering a leward for anyone 
w'iih information regarding a 
trailer and its shipment, 
stolen near the Zarqa Free 
Zone last month. 

“Vfe are offering a JD 
10,000 for any information 
that could lead us or authori- 
ties to our stolen trailer," 
.Ayman Ramadan, an employ- 
ee of World Tyre Company 
(WTC) said. 

The trailer and its shtp- 
mem, according to Mr. 
Ramadan, worth an estimated 


JD/S.OfX), were stolen on 
Nov. 3U, 1996 from a parking 
lot near the Zarqa Free Zone 
area. 

“We have informed author- 
ities and placed several 
advertisements in daily and 
weekly newspapers but, so 
far. we have not received any 
information regarding the 
stolen trailer or its load," Mr. 
Ramadan said. 

The shipment, he said, con- 
sisted of A50 tyres worth JO 
40,000 which were not 
insured. However, he stated, 
that the trailer, which was 
purchased two months prior 
to the incident, was insured. 

According to Mr. 
Ramadan, the trailer’s driver. 


Jamal Mohamnuid, 45. had 
arrived from Aqaba to the 
Zarqa Free Zone at approxi- 
mately 7:00 p.m. on Nov. .30 
and parked the trailer near the 
free zone. 

“[Mr. Mohammad] told us 
that, after locking and secur- 
ing (he trailer, he was about 
to catch a taxi to go home but 
was approached by two men 
who asked him about space 
anc- availability at the Aqaba 
Free Zone, as he had just 
came from there,” Mr. 
Ramadan said. 

The two men then offered 
to give the trailer driver a ride 
lo his hou.se, Mr. Ramadan 
maintained, and “on the way. 
(he (WO gave him orange 


juice to drink, “which proba- 
bly ointained stupefacients." 

“The driver, suffering from 
fractures and braises, was 
fouiuJ unconscious at around 
3:00 a.m. the following day 
near Hashpteieh Intersection 
in Zarqa," he said. 

Nothing was stolen from 
Mr. Mohammad, who was 
carrying a small amount of 
money, except the trailer 
keys, said Mr. Ramadan. 

“We have mobilLsed, in 
addition to the police, several 
employees from our compa- 
ny to search for die stolen 
trailer, and we hope that 
those responsible for the theft 
will be apprehended,” he 
concluded. 


Ministry of Interior issues revised 
regulations concerning rental cars 


By Nadia Muklut 
Special £r) the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The Ministry 
of tmeiw Saturday is-sued 
new r^ulaiions concerning 
rental cor businesses not 
long after a study showed 
that 30 per cent of rented 
cars have been involved in 
road accidents in the ttrat 
ei^t months of 1996. 

The study was coiulucted 
by (be Jordanian Society 
for the Prevention of Road 
Accidents. 

The regulations stipulate 
that all new licences for 
rental car oiffices must be 
approved b\* the Minister of 
Interior 'htmsd/yherself. 
and that all car rental 
offices should be equipped 
with a minimumlO fully 
insured cars and sufficient 
parking lot space. 

According to the regula- 
tions. a car rental office 
should be owned by a Jor- 
danian. above 25 years of 


age with a least a high 
school degree. The new 
rules demand that cor renuil 
olTlces be located in either 
hotels, airports, harbors or 
any touristic ground the 
Ministrx' of Interior autho- 
rises. They must also be 
located away from any 
intersection by at least 50 
metres and distant from 
reUgivms. school or milirary 
buildings by a minimum of 
200 metre.s. 

All new licensed offices 
must produce financiai 
guarantee of JD lO.OiXl. 
renewable annually two 
weeks prior to its expiration 
date. 

The rental agencie.s are 
allowed to lease cars oni,v 
to persons with a valid dri- 
vers licence. The regula- 
tions further stipulate that 
Jordanian cor rental cus- 
tomers should be above 25 
years of age, have u valid 
Jordanian drivers licence 
and a certificate of uooJ 


conduct from the nearest 
police staiion. 

A rented cor .should be 
driven only by the clienu 
the regulations said. 

Car rental offices will be 
required to make a copy of 
the passports of all leasees. 

If regulations ore not 
complied with, penalties 
will be imposed, the min- 
isuy Said. 

“There is nothing new in 
Lhe regulaiiuns” Sa’ed 
Ghnoim, owner of Philadel- 
phia Reni-A-Car said, ‘‘the 
new measures ore those 
concerning Jordanian cus- 
tomers only." he added. 

“Why the excepiion of 
Jordanians in those laws?" 
.Mr. Chnaim asked. 

When a person holds a 
drivers licence applicable 
to certain vehicles, he 
should be able to drive all 
those Vehicles including 
touristic rental' cans. Mr. 
Ghnoim said. 

He said he believes that 


the criteria for obtaining a 
drivers licence should be 
toughened and therefore 
difficulties can be avoided 
later. Although the regula- 
tions stipulated the locution 
of the rent-u-coT offices, its 
provisions were not 
obsened, Mr. Ghnaim said, 
therefore we can see 3-4 
offices in one building 
making the conipetiiion 
very steep. 

.According to Jordanum 
Society for the Prevention 
of Road .Accidents Presi- 
dent Mohammad Dabbas. 
250 car rental offices i^c 
operating more than 3.500 
car.s in the Kingdom, and of 
those vehicles. .30 per cent 
have been involved in s*ar 
accidents. The study con- 
ducted by the society 
showed that more than 
1.250 renuil cars have been 
involved in road accidents 
m the llrst eight months of 
this vear. 


Proposal submitted to open American univ ersity 


By Taoya Uabjouqa 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A pmposal to 
set up a private American uni- 
vcRiiQ'. with an innovative 
cooperative programme, in 
Amman was sub^tted to the 
Minisoy of Hi^r Education 
last Wednesday, 

The Drejtei Univetsity of 
Philadelphia, in cooperation 
witfi the London-bused Foun- 
dtmon for International Edu- 
cadon (FI^ hopes m estab- 
lish the AnWrican Universi^ 
in Amman (AUA) in an 
“affli^ .suburban area of 
Amman," a member of the 
foundation u>Id the Jordan 
Tunes Saturday. 


"We have high expectations 
for our university and hope 
the Minisiiy of Higher Educa- 
tion will approve our chancr.” 
said the source, who request- 
ed anonymity. 

Diexel University, a 105- 
year old establidimenu is pun 
of an experimental eoopera- 
live programme which offers 
a four-year degree in a five- 
year period in which the stu- 
dent mast work ii a degree- 
related job similar to an 
intern, thus enabling work 
experience before graduation. 

“We can almost guarantee a 
career for our graduates, and 
some are even offered perma- 
nent positions where they 
were interning, although the 


cv.w:iperative will not be 
mandatory " the .source said. 

Other programmes lo fcv 
offered include a compreben- 
siv e hotel and restaurant man- 
agement curriculum and a 
revolutionary engineering 
programme which entails 
general engineering classes 
ihe iTTSt two years with spe- 
cialisation during the lost two 
years and work experience 
through the programme. 

"Our engiiveering plan gives 
Students the chance to really 
know what they want, without 
being forced from the begin- 
ning to uncenainly choose a 
specialisaiion." said the 
source. If the proposal is 
gromed. the AUA hopes to be 


i»pcr.. , '> fall of 109s. 

The .\U.A desires an 
intemarionol student btxJy. 
Olid hopes that an exchange 
pn;»gr.unme will be available 
between the university here 
and Dre.xel LIniversity in 
F^iludelphia. said (he souree. 

One requirement for admit- 
tance is the ownership of a 
computer compatible with 
Apple Mocimush, os the 
entire university is comput- 
erised and "in ^ global vil- 
lage." added the source. 

"I hope the AU.A will pro- 
vide u wonderful opportunity 
ID Jordanians, and that we can 
offer an enjoyable student 
life.” concluded the founda- 
tion employee. 


andal International educators urge substantive 
changes on national and global levels 
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By Francesca Ciriad 
Special to the Jordan Times 

.AMMAN — “Think glob- 
dly and act locally" wa.s the 
message hundreds of 
international educators, 
academics and decision- 
makers Saturday launched, 
at the conclusion of the 
1996 International Council 
\oo Education for Teachins 


i Mr Deniitfl-^ ' (ICET) 43rd World Assem- 
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Teaching must become a 

vehicle “to infuse new val- 
ues and promote 
international as well as 
global interaction and 
cooperation, so os to 
achieve a high level of uni- 
versality which simplifies 
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the final recommendations 
of the symposium. 

With a focus on 'Teacher 
Education and School 
Reform,” the assembly 
stressed the need for “re- 
examining [and] reforming 
{educational .systems] and 
putting [them] in a global 
cooperative coniexL" 

“In order to develop a 
national .school system, 
countries should be open to 
global concem.s, trends and 
issues, while appreciating 
Ihe local vuriablc.s in their 
endeavours to moke school 
r^orm meaningful and 
mana^able," final deliber- 
ations uf the conference 
stated. 

From the reports present- 
ed during the sessions relat- 
ed to “Enhancing Values in 
School Reforms," “open- 
ness" was identified as the 
key-value to be imparted to 
children so that they con 
evolve into person.s of 
peace and responsible citi- 
zens. 

*X)penness lo paiticipa- 

^ tion, openness to diversity. 
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t^nness to conflict, open- 
ness to reflection, openness 
to mistakes." are the nuun 
values to instil in the stu- 
dents for democracy, rap- 
porteur to the plenary clos- 
ing session. Anwar Said 
from the University of Jor- 
dan. toid participants. 

Calling on educators and 
ministers of education to 
establish “democnitic 
schools." Dr. Said stressed 
that “society must believe 
in change and that change 
must take place in schools, 
therefore, players of the 
reform game, (i.e. teachers 
and decision-makers), must 
represent all groups of soci- 
ety. no matter how big or 
small." 

National curricula, demo- 
cratically prepared, must be 
open to' global concerns, 
such as the environment, 
AIDS, terrorism, refugees 
and poverty, he said. 

Subsequent to Dr. Said’s 
report regarding ideas cov- 
ered during the sessions 
dedicated to the role of val- 
ues in education, another 
nipponeur. Majed Abu 
Jaber from Mu’ia Universi- 
ty, presented the main rec- 
ommendaiions which were 
summarised from the vori- 
OU.S studies, papers and arti- 
cles presented on the sec- 
ond of the four topics of the 
conference, “Fostering 
Partnership in School 
Reforms." 

The conference advocat- 
ed partnership beiw'cen 
ministries of education, 
universities, and other edu- 
cational institutions should 
be established and/or 
enhanced to achieve better 
quality teacher education. 

“It has also been suggest- 
ed that concerned ptmies 
form a higher council to 
plan a general policy for 


this partnership." added 
ICET Director and Associ- 
ate Dean at the Faculty of 
Graduate Studies of the 
University of Jordan Kama! 
Dawani. 

As, in view of the new 
requirements imposed by 
develt^mem and globalisa- 
tion, educational .sy.stems 
must be updated, teacher 
education and professional 
training must bt improved 
to meet the new challenges 
facing educators, he said. 

“It is crystal clear that the 
success and failure of edu- 
cational reform, even after 
all ocher conditions have 
been fulfilled, lies in the 
hands of teachers,” ICET's 
ffnal communique stated on 
the third topic of the confer- 
ence. “Preparing Teachers 
for School Reform." 

Teachers must be provid- 
ed with all necessary mech- 
anisms to shape “worthy 
citizens" equipped to sur- 
vive and produce in (he 21.st 
century's rapidly changing 
free-trade economie.s. 

Therefore, “teacher edu- 
cation programmes should 
be robust, dynamic, innova- 
tive and readily adaptable 
to changing needs of soci- 
ety and changing conceptu- 
alisations of quality in edu- 
cation." the conference 
maintained. 

In this regard, the partici- 
pants at the Amman ICET 
43rd World A.ssembly 
called for the establishment 
of “school-based teacher 
support systems as well as 
regional learning resources 
and teacher development 
centres" in every countryf— • 

Jordanian participants in 
(he closing session were 
particularly stimulated by 
the topic of teacher educa- 
tion and complained of lack 
of "serious training" and 


“effective incentives," 

Taking the floor, Ahmad 
Khatib, from Yarmouk Uni- 
versity stated that “teacher 
education programmes in 
the Arab World are very 
backward and too tradition- 
al." 

Echoing Or. Khatib, other 
Jordanian participants 
pointed to the need for 
“attractiag talented people 
to the teaching profession." 

Since salaries for teachers 
are low, the real imelli- 
gentsia in Jordan does not 
teach, but prefers other 
more remunerative profes- 
sions, Joixlanian partici- 
pants compltuned. 

“We need a teachers' 
union In Jordon," said 
another Jordanian ICET 
member. “Everybody has 
[one] ...Why not us?" she 
asked, touching one of the 
current issues of national 
concern and debate. 

A general theme of the 
conference was the need for 
developed and developing 
countries to invest more 
energy and rinancial 
resources in education. 

Acknowledging the exis- 
tence of an “educational 
spending gap," the final 
deliberations on the fourth 
and last topic of the confer- 
ence. “Capitalising on 
Inlemulional Collaboration 
for School Reform," stated 
that,- while developed coun- 
trie.s spend more on higher 
■education, developing 
countries focus more on 
educating children. 

However, the conference 
stressed the need for 
improving facilities at 
every level. “There Is a 
need to incorporate modem 
technological information 
systems such as the Internet 
(0 prumuic understanding 
among students of the glob- 


al village," said Rapponeur 
Hani Abdul Rahman, from 
the Universi^ of Jordon. 

The list of distinguished 
participants to the confer- 
ence included: Saudi Ara- 
bia's Deputy Minister of 
Education Kbaled Awad, 
ICET Director Abdullah 
Kobaisi from Qatm'. Omani 
Minister of Higher Educa- 
tion Yahya Mamhri, Jor- 
danian Minister of Educa- 
tion Munther Masri, Direc- 
tor General at the Mini.stry 
of Education Said .Assaf 
fiom Palestine. Qatari Min- 
ister of Education 
Mohammed Abdul Rahim 
Kafoud, Jt^danian Minister 
of Higher Education Abdul- 
lah Ensour, Minister of 
Education Fakhruddin Rad- 
wanevich from Bosnia 
Herzegovina, United 
Nation's Educational. Sci- 
entific and Cultural Otg;ani- 
.sation’s (UNESCO) Senior 
Advisor Labrba Saioh. 
UNESCO's Imemutionol 
Bureau of Education Direc- 
tor Juan Carlos Tedcsco. 

Describing tire ICET 
Amman conference as 
“most successful,” ICET 
out-going President Nelly 
Mala said “each ctnintry 
has its own reality, and it is 
impas.sibJe to set .^ndurd- 
ised reforms." 

But the conference 
achieved its main goal. Dr. 
Mata toid the JonJan Times, 
as participants “exchanged 
their experiences in educa- 
tion and were mutually 
enriched.” 

The conference appointed 
Bahraini .Amba.ssodor to 
France and Former Minis- 
ter of Education and Health 
AH Fakhro as the new ICET 
President. 
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EXHIBmONS 

andsaleof Chrisiroas crafts at the 

_ ..^iiSiaftsOaire 

6^^ until Dec.; 31 .- 

-titt Joedas River Designs 


tbe.Bnyirctament" by several artists at Alia Ait 
Gallfly, Jabal Amman, until Dec. 30. 

*Woriu of small psmtbgs by Joidanian and Anb 
artisB at Baladna Aa GaUay, Gardens St. (TeL 
6r7598),an^Xoo,l4. 

* Water colour worics b>' Jabbar MijbU emitled 
‘Declared Hunches" at Orfah An GaUety. Umm 
Jjtheiaa, qntilDec. 25. 

■« oqafenyyy Indoiyimi artist. 

SmTrf Moor A1 Hussdn fo&on. W al ihe J«- 

Saqm Sireei (Ibl. 69914l/2Viinril Jait 10. Nanonal Gafleiy of fine Arts (open daily 

V by sev^ artists entitled 'Tbe Artist and Tuesdays),- until Jan. J2. 


Dec. 31.- 

* Wbiks by Spanish painter GahtAmedo at Insti- 
nim Cervantes, JU»1 Amman untfl 

* ExhibitiOQ of colouffui gilts and crafts designed 


Seminar to cover management of Azraq Basin 


By Sacha Baggili 

Special to the Jordan Times, 

AMMAN — A one-day 
environment workshop on 
integrated environmemal 
management of the Azraq 
Basin will take place here 
Monday. 

It will mark the achieve- 
ments of the Azraq Oasis 
Conservation Project and 
discuss mulii-disciplinur)' 
techniques used to address 
the environmental degrada- 
tion which threatened to 
destroy this historical water 
source. 

Ponicipating in the work- 
shop. to be co-hosied by the 
United Nations Develop- 
ment Programme (UNDP) 
and the .Azraq Oasis Con- 
servation Project will be 
government officials, rep- 
resentatives of non-govem- 
menial organisations and 
environmemal experts. 

Ghaiih Furiz, head of the 
Azraq project’s manage- 
ment unit and keynote 
speoJeer at (he w'orkshops 
opening ceremony lold the 
Jordon Times that the event 


“aims to demonstrate the 
success of the environmen- 
tal rehabilitation pro- 
gramme in Azraq to the 
iniernationul community 
and highlight it as on exam- 
ple which could be emulat- 
ed in other puns of Jordan 
and in other arid regions of 
the world." 

'The workshop will also 
address the issue of sustain- 
ability. Since the UNDP- 
funded Azraq Oa^is Con- 
servation Project began its 
work two and u half years 
ago. it has successfully 
managed to rehabilitate a 
big pan of the oasi.s. but 
there is still more to do. and 
methods of ensuring preser- 
vation of the new ly replen- 
ished ecosystem need to be 
explored.” .Mr. Fariz con- 
tinued. 

In 1977 the Azraq Bu.sin 
was granted protection and 
reseix'e suiius. .According 
to a siaiemem issued by the 
UN resident coc)rdinator in 
Jordan, over the v'ears. 
pumping of water for 
municipal and agricultural 
u.ses had escalated “lo an 


alarming rate of 50 million 
cubic metres per year — 
twice its (the oasis') natural 
rechargeable capacity — 
causing the ecosystem to 
coIlap.<e." 

The lakes, marshes and 
.springs dried up, and 
foliage and wildlife disap- 
peared. 

Beginning in 1993. and 
using u technique of reverse 
pumping. water from 
another .surplus area was 
drained hack into the .Azraq 
Basin through existing 
pipe networks by the Azraq 
Oasis Conservation Project. 

'in two years the Oasis 
was repleni.shed to a 
healthy level. wildlife 
returned and the ecosystem 
improved," the U.N. state- 
ment said. 

Other speakers at the 
opening ceremony include. 
UNDP Rcbidcm Represen- 
tative Jorgen Lissner. Presi- 
dent of the Royal Society 
for the Consenaiion of 
Nature Anis Muasher, and 
President of the University 
of Jordan Fawzi Ghuruibeh. 
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Afghan bombing raid kills 8 


WUR BACHA KOT (Agen- 
cies) — A single plane 
dropped two bombs on the 
Afghan village of Mir Ba- 
cha Koi some 20 kilome- 
tres north of Kabul Friday, 
killing eight people and 
wounding 12, according to 
residents. 

Mir Bacha Koi is held by 
the Islamic Taleban militia 
who took over the capit^ in 
September. 

‘The plane came over at 
9.30 a.m. (0500 GMT) and 
dropped two bombs on a 
house biU of refugees." said 
one resident Saturday. 

He said the dead and 
wounded were all from one 
extended family which bad 
fled from the fighting in 
their home village of Istalif 
10 kilometres further north. 

It is often impossible to 
ascertain the exact number 
of dead and wounded in 
Afghanistan as the dead are 
buried quickly in accor- 
dance with Islamic Law and 
minor injuries are frequent- 
ly left untreated. 

Locals assumed the plane 
hod come from the noi^em 
opposition to the Taleban 
which comprises the forces 
of the ousted government, 
northern Uzbek leader Ge- 
neral Abdul Rashid Dos- 
tum. and followers of 
Shi'ite leader Karim Kha- 
lil). 

Mir Bacha Kot lies some 
10 kilometres behind the 
front line between the 
Taleban and the opposition 


alliance. 

Residents said there had 
been at least 10 air-raids by 
opposition planes tiying to 
hit Taleban heavy gun em- 
placements in the area. 

Residents of villages close 
to the fighting have been 
fleeing the area and moving 
toward Kabul. 

On Saturday trucks carry- 
ing entire famUies and ^1 
their belongings were trav- 
elling out of the conflict 
zone*^ to the capital. Pre- 
viously thriving markets in 
the area were empty'. 

The Taleban are holding a 
low line of hills that bisect 
the broad Shomali Valley 
running north of Kabuf. 
Despite numerous attempts 
by the opposition to dis- 
l(^ge them, the front lines 
have remained largely static 
for the last seven weeks. 

Over the last week there 
has been little fighting on 
the front line, with only 
light exchanges of artillery 
and rocket fire. ^ 

Meanwhile senior Taleban 
officials were quoted as say- 
ing Saturday that at least 50 
refugees displaced by fac- 
tion^ fighting in northwest- 
ern Afghanistan have died 
of cold over the past few 
W’eeks. 

Mulla Yar Mohammad, 
governor of the Taleban- 
held western Herat city, 
which has been flooded by 
tens of thousands of 
refugees fleeing fighting in 
Badris province, said 16 


people had died of exposure 
recently, a report said. 

Calling for unmediate as- 
sistance from the United 
Nations and other aid agen- 
cies to ease the refugees* 
suffering, the governor told 
the Afghan Islamic Press 
( AIP) that the latest casual- 
ties included 10 children, 
three men and three women. 

.AIP, a private news agen- 
cy based in the western Pa- 
kistani city of Peshawar, 
said heavy snow lashed 
Badghis. Faryab and west- 
ern Herat provinces, claim- 
ing a total of 50 lives since 
mid-November. 

U.N. sources here said 
fighting which erupted in 
late October between the 
Taleban militia and the 
combined forces of Uzbek 
warlord General Abdul Ra- 
shid Dostum and ex-gov- 
emment Commander Ah- 
mad Shah Masood. left 
around 50.000 people 
homeless. 

The predominantly ethnic 
Pashtun refugees from Bad- 
ghis were sheltered in three 
camps set up by the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR) in Herat 
city. 

But amid an unabated dis- 
placement at the rate of 700 
to SOO people a day, many 
uprooted Afghans congre- 
gated elsewhere in Herat 
located on the Iranian bor- 
der. 

U.N. sources said the 
death toll given by the 


Taleban was "quite possi- 
ble". given the inaccessibil- 
ity and the remoteness of 
the troubled northwestern 
region. 

“We have done a lot of 
distribution" since the exo- 
du.s started, a spokesman for 
UNHCR said, adding that 
the agency had so far sent 
severe convoys loaded with 
relief goods. 

The LiNHCR sent another 
convoy this month as the 
refugees were still coming, 
but the rate has slowed 
down. Afghan sources said 
the fighting almost died 
down because of cold and 
heavy snow near the front- 
lines. 

The Herat governor com- 
plained the pace of aid dis- 
tribution from the U.N. 
agencies and non govern- 
mental organisations was 
“not fast" and the supplies 
were not sufficient. 

“TTie uprooted people 
cannot resist" the extreme 
cold weather for long, be 
said warning that “there are 
fears of heavy casualties" 
among them. 

The Taleban authorities 
have provided $20,000 for 
the purchase of fuel oil for 
the refugees, he said. 

AIP said Mr. Yar Moham- 
mad asked the U.N. agen- 
cies and other aid organisa- 
tions to urgently extend 
humanitarian assistance to 
the refugees who need food, 
fuel, tents, blankets and 
medicines. 


China bridge collapse claims 24 lives Burma 


BEIJING (R) — A bridge 
under construction in 
southern China has col- 
lapsed, buiring dozens of 
workers under tonnes of 
debris and killing at least 
24 people, officials ^d 
Saturday. 

A 100-metre section of 
the almost-finished 160- 
metre bridge spanning a 
valley between Pingsbi 
and Ruyuan counties fn 
! nortbeiiri Gdangdong 

province gave' Friday 
' morning, an omcial of 
the local television station 
said by telephone. 

Rescue workers, 
backed by police, had 
searched through the 
night for survivors under 
the debris, said an official 
from the Health Bureau 
in the nearby city of 
Shaitan who had visit- 
ed the scene. 

*^Iore than 90 people 
were working at the con- 


struction site when the 
bridge collapsed, and ma- 
ny of them were injured/' 
he said. 

At least 24 people bad 
been killed and 63 in- 
jured, said another local 
official who declined to 
be identified. 

The task of digging 
through the rubble had 
been vutnally completed 
at the scene near Ruyuan, 
an area populate by the 
Yao ethme minority, 
about 150 kilometres 
north of the provincial 
capital Guangi^ou, offi- 
cials said. 

A local resident livii^ 
near the bridge estimated 
the casualties at about 
100 people killed or in- 
jured, most of them mig- 
rant workers from Henan 
and Hebei provinces in 
central and norfii China 
who were building the 
bridge. 


The health official said 
most of the injured had 
cots or broken bones, and 
the most seriously hurt 
bad been removed to hos- 
pitals in Shaoguan for 
treatment. 

Health authorities had 
sent 11 ambulances and 
several dozen doctors 
and nurses to the scene, 
be said. 

^ Aril official at the. Yuebei 
-P, copiers ' Hospital • in 
Sbaoguaorisaid d^tbrs 
were treating five iiyured 
workers, and all were In 
stable condition. 

Another eight bad been 
admitted to the Shaoguan 
Number One People's 
Hospital where one had 
died and the rest were 
expected to survive, offi- 
cials said. 

Official said the cause 
of the collapse was being 
investigated. 


Sagan introduced millions 
to wonders of astronomy 


SEATTLE (R.) — Astrono- 
mer and Pulitzer Prize-win- 
ning author Carl Sagan, 
who used books and televi- 
sion to convey the mystery 
and wonders of the universe 
to ordinary jKople around 
the world, died Friday at 
age 62. 

Sagan died from pneumo- 
nia after a two-year battle 
with a rare blood disorder 
that led to cancer, said Su- 
san Edmonds, spokeswo- 
man for the Fred Hutchin- 
son Cancer Research Cen- 
tre. 

“As much as any scientif- 
ic figure of our rime. Carl 
described for an entire gen- 
eration 7-- the generation of 
the space age — the true 
wonders of the universe 
around us," said Dan Gol- 
din. administrator of the 
space agency NASA. 

Sagan was author of more 
than 20 books, including 
Dragons Of Eden, an explo- 
ration of human intelligence 
that won the Pulitzer Prize 
in 1978, and hundreds of 
scientific and popular arti- 
cles. But he was best known 
for Cosmos, his award-win- 
ning 1980 television series 
and companion book on the 
workings of the universe. 

The 13-part series became 
the most popular in the his- 
tory of public television and 
ultimately was viewed by 
some 500 million people. 

“Through his writings and 
television productions, he 
brought the excitement and 
challenges of scientific dis- 
covery into the homes of 
millions of families here 
and abroad,*' said Hunter 
Rawlings, president of 
Cornell University, where 
Sagan was a professor for 
nearly 30 years. “We will 



Carl Sagan 

sorely miss him." 

“Carl Sagan, more than 
any contemporary -scientist 
1 can think of. knew what it 
takes to stir passion within 
the public when it comes to 
the wonder and importance 
of science," said Bruce Al- 
bers. president of the Natio- 
nal Academy of Sciences, 
which bestowed on Sagan 
its highest honour in 19^. 

Sagan passionately be- 
lieved that life is abundant 
throughout the universe and 
spent much of his career 
trying to prove it. aiming 
radar telescopes at distant 
gaia.xies and listening for 
radio signals from far-off 
civilisations. 

“I’d rather there be extra- 
terrestrial life discovered in 
my lifetime than noL*' he 
told the Washington Post 
recently. “I'd hate to die and 
never know," 

Early in his career he was 
so convinced of the possibili- 
ty of life on other planets that 
he argued the Viking Mars 
space probe should have edi- 
ble point and a flashlight to 
attract Martians. 

Sagan v/as bom in the 
New York borough of 


Brooklyn Nov. 9, 1934. the 
son of a Ukrainian immi- 
grant garment worker and 
Austro-Hungarian mother. 

He discovered astronomy 
early in life through the 
New York Public Library 
and by 26 he had a Doctor 
of Philosophy Degree in 
astrophysics from the Uni- 
versity of Chicago. 

He made his mark early 
with research into the at- 
mospheres of Venus and 
Mars and began a long asso- 
ciation with NASA .Ii t 
included a leading role in 
the Mariner. Viking. Voya- 
ger and Galileo expediiion.s. 

Sagan and a Cornell col- 
league were responsible for 
the famous plaques ins- 
talled on the explorer ships 
Pioneer 10 and 1 1 as calling 
cards to other civilisations 
that included a depiction of 
Earth's location in die Mil- 
ky* Way galaxy and illustra- 
tions of a nude man and 
woman. 

In the early 1970s he 
made the first of bis many 
appearances on The Tonight 
Show with Johnny Carson 
that introduced millions to 
the wonders of astronomy 
and theories about the ori- 
gin of life. 

Sagan has been called “an 
intellectual gadfly" and was 
sometimes belittled by fel- 
low-scientists who said his 
work was too much .style 
and not enough substance. 

But Sagan never apolo- 
gised for his popular work. 

“Here's science depen- 
dent as never before on pub- 
lic funds, and so contijiuing 
science depends on public 
support," he once said. 
“.And how's the public 
going to support it if they 
don't understand it?" 


government 
in contact 
with Sun Kyi 

BANGKOK (R) — An 
emissaiy of the Burmese 
military government has 
been in contact with oppo- 
sition leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi. but both sides denied 
Saturday 'that this ' was the 
-»art of a dialogue between 
them. 

The emissary told Reu- 
ters from Rangoon that “a 
channel of information 
flow" had been opened 
between the ruling State 
Law and Order Restoration 
Council (SLORC) and the 
leader of the National 
League for Democracy 
(NLD) party. 

However, he added: Tt is 
premature to call it the start 
of a dialogue. In this way it 
is direct and we don't have 
to rely on hearsay," 

Deputy secretary-general 
of the NLD, U Tin Oo, con- 
firmed that a government 
official had visited Ms. Suu 
Kyi this week, but said the 
meeting was to clarify the 
government request to her 
not to leave home without 
permission.. 

“There is a linkage bet- 
ween the SLORC and 
Aung San Suu Kyi. A liai- 
son officer came to explain 
to her about her confine- 
ment to the house." he said. 
“It is not opening of a 
channel for dialogue." 

Ms. Suu Kyi. who was 
released after six years of 
house arrest in July 1995. 
has sought dialogue with 
the SLORC to bring about 
more freedom and democ- 
racy in Burma. 

But the SLORC has re- 
fused to hold a dialogue 
with Mr. Suu Kyi and her 
NLD. It had demanded that 
talks be held through the 
government-appointed 
National Convention 
which is drawing up a new 
national constitution. 

Ms. Suu Kyi and her 
NLD walked out of the 
convention in November 
1995. 

Political sources in Ran- 
goon said they had heard 
rumour.s that the SLORC 
and NLD had held talks 
through a mediator recent- 
ly. Some believed that the 
opening of a channel bet- 
ween the two sides could 
be the harbinger of real dia- 
logue but others doubted it 
was substantive. 

Ms. Suu Kyi was told by 
the SLORC to remain 
indoors earlier this month 
after ond-govemmeni stu- 
dent demonstrations in the 
streets of Rangoon. She 
protested against the curb 
and criiic.s called it another 
form of house arrest. 
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An I talian woman lays down a flower under a poster of the late Marcello Mastroianni 
at the Trevi Fountain in Rome (AFP photo) 

MastroiannVs body arrives in Rome 


ROME (AFP) — The body of Italian cine- 
ma great Marcello Mastroianni arrived 
from Paris at Rome's Flumicino Aiiport 
Saturday, an airport source said. 

A small gathering of friends and family, 
including his brothers Franco, also an actor, 
and director Sergio, were waiting to meet 
the coffin at the airport. 

The actor's body, escorted by a guard of 
' honour, w.*i« then transported through cen- 
' traj Rome to be displayed in a public oior- 
tuaiy chapel in the capitol. 

Masooianni. who died of cancer in Paris 
Thursday at the age of 72. will be buried in 
Rome Sunday alongside his mother and 
brother. Ruggero. 

The chapel was to remain open Saturday 
and Sunday to c'low thousands of Italians 
to pay their last respects to the cinema great 
best remembered for his leading role in the 
Federico Fellini film La Dolce Vita. 

Rome Mayor Francesco Rutelli will pre- 
side over a ceremony Sunday and then the 
fimeral cortege will wind its way to the Del 
Verano Cemetery, the largest in the city. 

On Friday hundreds of mourning fans 
from all over Europe packed the Parisian 
Church of Sc. Sulpice to pay their last 
respects to Mastroianni. 

Snatches of soundtracks from the actor's 
best-loved films echoed through the church 
during a simple memorial service to the 
actor whose career spanned half a century. 

“He was a giant of European cinema ... 
2 SiA played a significant role in the cinema 
of the world" ^dpench Ci%ne ^nister-N 
Philippe. .‘l^’cMstb^azy ai *the 

church in Paris] left b^uik. . , . 

Mastroianni, a long-terra Fellini collabo- 
rator who acted in more than 100 films 
between 1947 and 1996. died in the early 
hours of Thursday morning after a lengthy 
battle against pancreatic cancer. 

Europe's film fans said farewell to 
Mastroianni Friday with a flood of tributes 
and thanks for 40 years of romance, come- 
dy and soulful charm. 

‘Those who love Italy and love the cine- 
ma feel an immense pain, a terrible loss." 
.said France's former Culture Minister Jack 
Long. “He was emblematic of contempo- 
rary Italy." 

“Without him, thehistoiy of the contem- 
porary European cinema is simply incon- 
ceivable." said the British newspaper the ' 
IndependehL “Marcello Mastroianni was 
the most sheeriy .indispensable film star of 
the entire post-war period.” 

Italians, preparing to bury the actor who 


symbolised both common man and Latin 
lover to two generations, placed banners 
and flowers at Rome's Trevi Fountain, 
where he frolicked with statuesque Anita 
Ekberg in La Dolce Vita (The Sweet Life) 
— one of the most unforgettable scenes in 
cinema history. 

American actress Shirley MacLaine. who 
starred alongside Mastroianni in 199 1's 
Used People, to/d the Italian news media: 
•*We've lost a treasure. But now he'll be 
making tbenr laugh in paradise." 

Madrid's El Pais quoted another co-star, 
actress Marisa Paredes: “Who has not at 
one time loved Mastroianni? This humani- 
ty. this passion, this enormous capacity for 
seduction that transcends the screen." 

“He never asked and he never rejected 
anything." said the Athens newspaper Ta 
Nea. “He had it all." 

In London, the Times recalled that 
“Mastroianni brought to many of his roles, 
even in the lightest romantic comedie.s. a 
soulful !^ngou^. a sadness behind the eyes 
^at women invariably found irresistible." 

France's main TV stations all led the 
Thursday evening news programmes with 
Mastroianni's death and se\'crol resched- 
uled Che evening to show some of his films. 

The from page of the daily Liberation 
consisting of a single picture of a young 
MastFoiaoni in a typical pose, hands out- 
wards, with the single woid “Marcello “ 
France-Soir fronted a still of the .Trevi 
^ojimain scene, with Ekberg and the, head-, 
Iliae. "CetaitMareeUb. le magoifique.!' 

‘"Farewell Marcello, you made our life 
sweeter," said Milan’s Corriere Della Sera.' 

Pop singer turned actress Madonna Friday 
dedicated the Italian premiere of the film 
musical Evita to Mastroianni. 

“I would also like to dedicate this screen- 
ing to Marcello Mastroianni. a beautiful 
man. a great artist and one of the greatest 
gifts Italy has ever given the world." 
Madonna (old viewers before the premiere 
in Rome. 

Spanish actor Antonio Banderas, who 
plays Aigentine revolutionary Che Guevara 
in the film, also dedicated the premiere to 
the Italian actor. 

Madonna arrived in Rome Friday for the 
Italian premiere of Evita. which was 
relea.sed last Saturday in Los Angeles and is 
already spawning tak of Oscars. 

Madonna plays Argentina's late Eva 
Peron in the film, a screen version of the 
Andrew Lloyd Webber musical. 


Yeltsin vows vigorous return to Kremlin 


' MOSCOW (Rj — Pre.sident 
I Boris Yeltsin, saying Russia 
i needed an active president 
new idea.s and courage, 
promised Friday an ener- 
getic return to work in the 
Kremlin. 

“I feel that the recovery 
period is over. I am return- 
ing to the Kremlin Monday, 
(Dec.) 23. 1 will be there at 
nine a.m." the 65-year-old 
leader said in his first televi- 
sion interview since multi- 
ple bypas.s heart surgeiy lost 
month. 

‘The doctors have done 
their job and now it is up to 
the president" he said. “The 
counuy needs on active and 
energetic president espe- 
cially now." 

Mr. Yeltsin, who looked 
much thinner than before 
his surgeiy, spoke in a firm 
and decisive voice through- 
out the interview though he 
appeared to be moving 
stiffly. 

The president also warned 
he will crack the whip on 
government officials who 
have not worked hard 
enough in his absence, and 
said managers of business 
who do not pay taxes should 
lose their jobs. 

"Some officials .slacked 
off in the euphoria after the 
election and during my ab- 
sence. They should not ex- 
pect it to be allowed to con- 
tinue." he said. “We will 
hold everyone to acccount 
whatever their previous 
achievements." 

“The only criterion here is 
— the quality of life of the 
people." he continued. “We 
will part with those who are 
unable to turn towards (he 


people. We need new im- 
pulses. we need more cou- 
rage and energy." 

The remarks, recorded by 
the Kremlin P^ss Service, 
were filmed at the Rus resi- 
dence outside Moscow 
where Mr. Yeltsin has spent 
the last stage of his post- 
operation recovery. 

Dres.sed in a cardigan and 
open-neck shin and sitting 
in a plush green armchair, 
the president appeared anx- 
ious to tackle the many 
problems that have mount- 
ed during his illne.ss. 

“There i.s no time for a 
warm-up. And beside.s. it is 
against my character. When 
I work, 1 work in earnest," 
he said. 

The impulse to take quick, 
decisive action may be 
more than Mr. Yeltsin's doc- 
tors have recommended. 

“The doctors recommend 
for a cenain time a light re- 
gime — a staged, gentle re- 
sumption of work in order 
not to overload the presi- 
dent," Mr. Yeltsin's Pre.ss 
Secretary Sergei Yastr- 
zhembsky told a new.s brief- 
ing earlier Friday. 

Mr. Yeltsin said the main 
problems he would have to 
address were woikers' un- 
paid wages, the peace pro- 
cess in the breakaway re- 
gion of Chechenya and re- 
form of the army and mili- 
tary doctrine. 

“A state that cannot pay 
its workers for labour they 
have performed — this .sim- 
ply cannot be allowed," he 
said. “I think the siruaiion 
here is intolerable." 

Non-payment of taxes by 
major enterprises wa.s 


another problem Mr. Yeltsin 
said he wuuld address by 
chairing a special commis- 
sion to scrutinise the loigest 
violators. 

“I would like to remind 
managers of enterprises — 
if you are unable to pay 
(taxes) that means you are 
unfit for the job. And if you 
are unfit, you have to go." 
he said. 

Mr. Yeltsin's government, 
battling a prolonged eco- 
nomic downturn, serious 
wage arrears as well as poor 
tax collection, received a 
boost Friday when the State 
Duma, the lower house of 
parliament, backed the 1997 
budget on its second read- 
ing. 

The Duma, ihqugh domi- 
nated by Mr. Yelisin's Com- 
munist and nationalist op- 
ponents. approved the draft 
by 248 votes to 1 14. 

The .spending plans now 
have only to clear a third 
and final reading in the Du- 
ma before passing on to the 
more cooperative upper 
house Federation Council. 

After suffering two heart 
attacks last year. Mr. Yeltsin 
waged a vigorous campaign 
for rceleciion in the first 
half of 1996. 

He then disappeared from 
public view shortly before 
winning a second term on 
July 3, and in September 
announced that he would 
undergo major heart sur- 
gery. 

After the Nov. 5 opera- 
tion, Mr. Yeltsin has made 
only brief public remarks 
and kept a limited work 
schedule. 


IRA 

admits 

Belfast 

shooting 

BELFAST (Agencies) 

The IRA claimed responsi- 
bility Saturday for shootu^ 
a policeman guarding Ni- 
gel Dodds, a prominrat 
pro-British politician in 
Northern Ireland. 

But the guerrilla gioiqi, 
in a message to a ^Ifak 
radio station, said Mr. 
Dodds was not their target' 
The incident Friday eve- 
ning came hours af^ po- 
lice warned the public to be 
on the alert for possible at- 
tacks by Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) guerrillas. 

One of two policemen, 
who were guarding Ml / 
Dodds, a close aide of Pro- 
testant leader Ian Paisley, 
was shot in the foot whra 
two men wearing dark wigs 
opened fire at a children's 
hospital in West Belfast, a 
Republican stronghold. 

Rev. Paisley told Reu^ 
that Mr. Dodds, a former 
mayor of Belfast and his . 
wife were by the bedside of 
their infant son, who is se- 
riously HU when they heard 
three shots in the corridor 
outside. 

He said the police guards 
had recognised one of the 
men wearing wigs as a 
well-known member of the 
IRA. 

“The BRA men opened up 
with their guns and fortn- 
nately missed. *rhe bullet 
grani^ the foot of one po- 
lice officer," Rev. Paisley^ ^ 
leader of the Democratic - 
Unionist Party, said. 

“I don't know how low 
these people can stoop. It 
proves conclusively what I 
have been saying for a very 
long lime . — you can’t 
negotiate with such people. 
They are beyond the pale,** 
>iije added. 

The shooting ispotential- 
-..ly a serious 'blow to Nbr- 
theni Ireland's badly bat- 
tered peace process. 

Protestant politicians 
who want Northecn Ireland 
to remain British said, they 
had been warned recently 
by security sources about a 
^wing risk of assassina- 
tion attempts. 

Earlier Friday the Royal 
Ulster Constabula^ (RUC) 
warned the public “to be 
particularly vigilant in light 
of the recent increase in 
terrorist activity." 

The IRA killed a soldier^';"]] 
in an attack on Britain's ' 
military headquarters ' at 
Lisburn near Belfast in Oc- 
tober. and a splinter group, 
the Irish Continuty Army 
Council, made an unsuc-. 

I cessful bid in November to 
' set off a carbomb outsitfe a 
police base in Londonder- 
' ry. the province's second 
city. 

Both groups are fighting 
to end rule by Britain. The 
province's 60 per cent Pro- 
testant majority strongly 
support links with London 
and reject the Republicans' 
aim to achieve an ail-lre- 
land state ruled ftom Dub- 
lin. 

The IKA abandoned a 17- 
month ceasefire in Februa- 
ry. setting off the first of a ' 
string of bombs on main-,*'^ 
land Britain. 

In recent weeks in Nor- ' 
them Ireland, police have 
uncovered quantities of ex-, 
plosives and bomb-making 
items and said that guerril- 
las tried to lure them into' a 
mortar-bomb attack in 
Belfast 

The IRA has refused ap- 
peals by Britain, Ireland 
and the United States to 
call a new ceasefire to win 
a seat at peace t.il k . s for Its 
political arm. Sinn Fein? 

A unionist leader in Nor- 
diem Ireland said Saturday 
he was pes.simistic a loy^- 
ist truce would be main- 
tained following the 
by the IRA. 

“1 believe that ftindmnen- 
tally the intention of lb® 
attack within the sanctity of 
a hospital for a Tnan visit- 
ing his critically ill childis 
to draw the loyalists back 
to war," David Ervine, lea^. 
der of the small Prog^es^' 
sive Unionist Party,. toW 
BBC Radio, 

Loyalist paramilitaries 
declared a ceasefire 'in 
August 1994. shortly: 
the IRA announced a tiuce- 
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China laughs off British criticism | Opposltlon scts out demands 
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cabinet 

emphasising 

diversity 

WASHINGTON (R) — 
prcsbun^ to nuke hi& cab- 
inet more eilinicully di- 
\erse. President Bill Clin- 
jon Friday brought back a 
departing ol'flciai to serve 
,u energy secretary and 
rapped '&' top White House 
;dde as his labour secretary. 

Transpirnaiion Secietan 
Federico Pena, a Hispanic 
who had announced his rv- 
.signaiipn and put his house 
up for sale, was nominated 
to take over the Energy Do- 
partraent from Hazel 
O'Lcarj; as Mr. Clinton 
completed his cabinet choi- 
ces for his second term. 

Aiexi.s Herman, director 
of White House public liai- 
son, an ofTicc that among 
other duties reaches out tn 
niintnities, was nominated 
as labour secretary to re- 
place Robert Reich, u> end 
a fierce buttle with two 
other candidates for the 
position- 

Black organisauons led 
by civil rights leader Jesse 
Jackson had mounted a 
major campaign on her 
behalf. 

Mr. Clinton insisted he 
uas not making the selec- 
tions based on filling an 
ethnic <iuoia but said he 
wanted to make sure all 
-Americans are represented. 

"I am very proud uf this 
cubioeu 1 am proud that they 
uru diverse but I would not 
have appointed u single one 
of them because of their gen- 
der or their racial or ethnic 
background, had 1 not 
thought that they would suc- 
ceed." he said. 

In a nominating ceremo- 
ny punctuated by cries 
from the small children of 
some of the nominees, the 
pre.sidcnt also picked the 
lioldesirseni'Qriformer New 
York Gov. 'Mario Cuomot 
Andrew Cuomo, lo tiikd 
over as secretary of hous- 
ing and urban de'velopmeni 
(HUDj from Henry Cisne- 
ros. Mr. Cuomo has been 
an assistant HUD secreiar)’. 

Mr. Clinton selected Fe- 
deral Highway Administra- 
tor Rodney Slater, a long- 
time Clinton colleague 
from -Arkansas, as hi.s nom- 
inee to replace Mr. Pena us 
iran.*<portation secretary. 

.And he nominated Janet 
Ycilen. 3 member of the 
Fedeml Resen'e Board, as 
chair of the While House 
Council of Economic Ad- 
visers, a nun-cabinet board 
that provides economic 
analysis. 

Mr. Pena, a former mayor 
of Denver, was the benefi- 
ciary of a last-minute con- 
version by Mr. Clinton, 
who had been leaning to- 
wards imoiher catuUduie as 
energy secretary. 

"I think one of the first 
things J'll do is take down 
the for-.salc sign in front of 
my house. Mr. Pena told 
the event 

As irunsportaiioii secre- 
tary, Mr. Pena had come 
under fire for a statement 
made in May after the 
crash of a Valujct airliner 
near Miami that Vuiujei 
was a .safe airline. U.S. 
authorities later grounded 
Vulujei for safety .short- 
cuinings, although it has 
since resumed flying. 

But administration olfi- 
ciuis defended Mr. Pena, 
saying he had worked hard 
10 promote airline safety. 

A key factor w'u.s to put a 
Hispanic on tlic cabinet 
after Hispunic.s tutned out 
in lai^c numbers in support ; 
of Mr. Clinton’s rceleciion. 

Mr. Clinton named ano- 
ther Hispanic, Aida Alva- 
rez, as bis choice to head 
the Small Business Admi- 
nistration. She has been in 
charge of Federal Hou.sing 
Oversight at HUD. 

Mr. Clinton picked his 
boyhood friend and former 
White House chief of .staff, 
Thonvas "Mack” McLarty' 

U) ser>'e us a special envoy 
10 Larin America, working 
out of ihe IVhiie House. 

Mr. Climon also rcappoini- 
a number uf cabinet Lifi't*' 
rials for his second icnn. 
including Education Seerc- 
laiy Richard Riley, Agricul- 
ttire Secretary Dan Clickman, 
Interior Sccretaiy Bruce 
Bat^iti and Veterans Affairs 
Secretary Jesse Brown. 


SHF-NZHE.N. China t. Agen- 
cies j — Sneering at Brili.sh 
vvaniings and lust-diich up- 
pers, China Satu.'^day ap- 
pointed a legislature to rep- 
lace Hung Kong’s elected 
purliaiiiciit ;jier the lerriio- 
ry nrtiirtis to Chinese rule 
next sear. 

Chinese Forcieii .Minister 
Qian Qichen ridiculed Bn- 
lain. paiminu it as ,i cowarel 
fieeing fruin reaiiij, js be 
cluired a meetine of the 
Beijing-desienaied Selee- 
lion Committee to revamp 
H»'ing Kong\ political land- 
scape. 

The 4<XJ-rneinber panel 
chose tiO niemberh to an in- 
terim bfAlj. the Provisional 
Legislature, lo replace the 
present Legislative Council 
tLEGCOi on July i, less 
than two years after it was 
elected lo u four-vear lenn. 

Tliifty-ihree ot the seats 
went lo LEGCt) deputies, 
the uflicijl news agency 
.\inhua reported. 

Eleven others went to for- 
mer deputies, several of 
whom were defeated at the 
ballot ixi.v in the last 
LEGCO elections in Sep- 
tember 1W5. the Hong 
Kong r.icdw reponed 

.Analysts said the presence 
of so munv incumbents 
would help liolsier the cred- 
ibility of the Provisional 
Legislature, which has no 
public mandate and whose 
legality was publicly con- 
tested by Britain Friday. 

It would also further iso- 
late the territory’s pro-de- 
mocracy mov ement, which 
has boycotted China’s polit- 
ical plans for Hong Kong, 
they said. 

But there would be ine- 
vitable questions about con- 
flict of interest, they said. 
The ."^3 deputies have 
vowed allegiance to LEG- 
CO but, for the next six 
months, will also sit on u 
body designed to destroy 


iliul assembly. 

Britain, the United States 
and the European Union 
had all campaigned loudly 
in Lite previous week, urg- 
ing Ciiina to stay iLs hand. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Malcolm Rifkind Friday 
issued a tough contmunique 
jtiackiiig the cOMiesicd as- 
sembly as an assault on 
democracy in Hong Kong 
and a breach ot' agreements 
between the lerriiory’s pre- 
sent and future sovereigns. 

He challenged China to 
lest its legality before an 
independent arbitrator, such 
us the Interruitional Court of 
Justice. 

Qian fired buck, branding 
Britain as a coward fleeing 
the truth. 

'‘Regrettably. Britain 
lacks the courage to face 
reality," Mr. Qiun said in a 
speech lo the Selection 
Coniiuitiec. "The British 
si.iicmem w as a cliche, and 
ulsu rellecis the lumenuible 
stand of the British side." 

Mr. Qian defended the 
Provisional Legislature as 
credible and an entity that 
C(iuld "iruly repre.senl the 
opinions of the Hung Kong 
people.” 

A total of l.sO candidates 
had vied lor scats on the 
provisional body, all of 
them declared or known 
supporters of China and its 
political line in Hong Kung. 

China say.s the Provisio- 
nal Legislative Council will 
last fur a maximum of one 
year before cleciion.s are 
held and u new as.sembly 
fomied. 

But it has not .spelt out 
when or how the ballot 
w ould lake place and whe- 
ther Hong Kong’s pro-de- 
mocracy camp would be 
allowed to take port. 

Thinv-four of LEGCO's 
60 deputies, including 
LEGCO's president, And- 
rew Wong, hud applied for 


scuLs on the prtivisioiuil 

assembly. 

The Pruvisiunul Lcgislu- 
turc i.s expected to meet 
over the next six nK>nths, 
approving or scrapping 
iuws in decisions that will 
r,'tke el'i'cci on the handover. 

Governor Chris Patten. 
who.se crusade in 1992 to 
.strengthen Hung Kong’s de- 
mocracy had triggered On- 
nn’s assault on LEGCO, 
responded with icy fury to 
Mr. Qian's reference to 
“reality." 

‘The reality is that over u 
million people in Hung 
Kong voted for the present 
Legislative Council,” he 
told the local radio station 
RTHK. 

“Up over the border now. 
4(KJ people, four hundred, 
in a bizarre fuice, are voting 
lor a si'i-calleJ Provisional 
Legislature, that is the reali- 
ty... four hundred voting for 
one uiuiilier in this bi/arre 
■ scene in Shen/Jien." 

As Xinhua announced Ihe 
results of the vote, Hong 
Kong’s beleaguered pro-de- 
mocracy forces were stag- 
ing a proie.st nKUch to the 
offices of the official news 
agency, which is China's 
de-fucto rcpreseniaiive in 
Hong Kong. 

Otdy around 75 look part, 
and were virtually outnum- 
bered by the press. 

The United States, sup- 
porting Britain, said Friday 
that China's plan to disband 
Hong Kong'.s elected legis- 
lature when Beijing lakes 
back the territory next July 
was “unjustified and unnec- 
essary.” 

State Depunment spokes- 
man Nicholu.s Burns called 
the Chinese plan a "verv' 
worrisome develupmeiir 
and said the United Siaie.s 
supported “open, account- 
able and democratic gov- 
emmern in Hong Kong.” 


for end to Serbian crisis 


BELGRADE l.AFPi — Ser- 
bian opposiriun leaders 
spelled out their demands 
SaturiLiy to international 
delegates led by former 
S|)anish Prime Minister Fe- 
lipe Gonzalez on how to de- 
fuse a month-long crisis 
over cancelled elections. 

The three leaders of the 
Together Coalition told the 
OSCE mission that they 
wanted the restoration of all 
the Nov. 17 results can- 
celled by Ihe government to 
be iolluwed by political re- 
forms. 

They also urged European 
Union and U.S. mediation 
as opposition leader Vuk 
Draskovic said the cancella- 
tion of the results was an 
"act of state terror and crim- 
inal aciiviiies." 

It was the second round of 
talks in two days since Mr. 
Gun/alc/, heading a team 
of represcniuiivcs from the 
OrguniNuium for Security 
und Ci>opcralion in Europe 
I OSCE 1 . arrived in Bel- 
grade. 

Opposiiton leaders Vuk 
Draskovic. Zivran Djindjic 
and Vesna Pesic presented 
the team with documents on 
the annulled municipal 
polls. 

The opposition claims to 
have won control of 15 out 
of IS key towns, including 
Belgrade, in the elections. 

However, the Serbian au- 
ihoritiies cancelled the re- 
sults. sparking daily mu.s.s 
rallies in Belgrade and other 
cities in which tens of thou- 
sands have daily taken to 
the .streets to protest. There 
has al.su been international 
condemnation of the move. 
The OSCE iiiis.sion wu.s 


al.so due to meet later for 
further talks with the beiea- 
gured Serbian President 
Slobodan Milosevic who 
met with the delegation on 
its arrival Friday. 

Its visit at the invitation of 
the beleagured Serbian 
strongman has been seen as 
a concession to the protes- 
tors which have been 
swelled bv growing num- 
bers of Students. 

.Mr. Djindjic said that in 
the talks: "We agreed that 
once the results of the Nov. 
17 polls have been recog- 
nised we will reach an un- 
derstanding {with the gov- 
errunemt on how to organ- 
ise future political life in 
Serbia. 

"Our system needs pro- 
found reforms and the 
events of Nov. 17 have 
shown that these reforms 
are vital.” 

.Mr. Draskovic agreed that 
after the “recognition of 
these results, we are ready 
to Sion a dialogue concern- 
ing the media, the position 
of the political panics, the 
electoral system in Serbia." 

But he warned the opposi- 
tion would refuse to take 
pan in "any pane! of discus- 
sion blah-bl^.” 

■‘We would like to have a 
round table, conclusions of 
which must be accepted by 
all political panics and they 
must be respected," he said, 
calling for EU and U.S. par- 
licipaiion. 

The official Tanjug News 
Agency said Friday that -Mr. 
Gonzalez and Mr. Milose- 
vic held talks in “an atmos- 
phere of frankness and un- 
derstanding.” 

Mr. .Milosevic added he 


hoped lor an "impartial re- 
po.n" to correct the "diiiton- 
ed image’’ five weeks of 
mass protests had given ihe 
country. 

"This is not exactly medi- 
ation... We arc here to .study 
the situation.” .Mr. Gonzalez 
had said upon his arrival at 
Belgrade airpon. where he 
was met by Foreign Minis- 
ter Milan .Milutinovic. 

The team will report its 
conclusions to OSCE chief 
Flav io Coiti. the Swiss for- 
eign minister. But sources 
cio.se to the Jelegaiimi .said 
the results were unlikely to 
be published until the mid- 
dle of next week. 

The visit came the day 
after .Mr. .Miluiinovic told a 
press conference that the 
municipal elections could 
be rescheduled if the team 
came up with new- facts. 

"If, afier a serious inquiry 
earned out without preju- 
dice. it discovers facts 
which have escaped the no- 
tice of our ir.siimtions and 
suggests that they re-exam- 
ine facts which should lead 
to new clecuons, then why 
not .’” he said. 

The delegation includes 
represeniaiives from Cana- 
da. the European Union. Po- 
land, Russia. Switzerland 
and the United Slates. 

.Meanwhile, some -tO.OOU 
Belgrade students protest- 
ing against alleged election 
fraud by the ruling Socia- 
lists Friday paralysed the 
city centre by blocking a 
bridge and main avenues 
ahead of the ru.sh hour, wit- 
nesses said. 

.Montenegro's President 
MoniLr Bulaiovic said in an 
interview- published Friday 


in the French daily Le Figa- 
ro that Mr. .Milosevic admit- 
ted shortly after the elec- 
tion.s that the opposition had 
won in Nis and Belgrade. 

'‘Stealing votes cannot oc- 
cur w ithout consequences." 
.Mr. Bulaiovic w-as quoted 
as saving. .Montenegro and 
Serbia Together m^e up 
rump A'ugoslavia. 

Belgrade student leaders 
had promised to mobilise 
their supponers to blockade 
three bridges sner the Sava 
River Friday with the aim of 
paralysing Belgrade fur 3tl 
minutes. 

A tense siandoti' with a 
Cordon of riot police sm the 
approaches to one of Bel- 
grade's hridge.s was re- 
solved after minute.>» 
without any violence alter 
students left. 

The students later 
matched on to oiher bridges 
bui not pidicu- kept blocking 
their wav and traffic on the 
city’s main thoroughfares, 
to the chagrin of commuters 
stuck in huge Jams. 

The students thanked the 
police "for doing their job of 
blocking (he city for them." 

The iraJ'fle paralysis also 
al'fecieJ Together's niain 
demonstrations, which 
kicked oft' hours later since 
many supporters could not 
reach the main .squtirc in 
lime. 

.As the students marched 
towards the right bank of 
the Suva River, cheered by 
bystanders along the way 
and showered with confetti 
from windows and bal- 
conies. Together .supporters 
marched in the oppo.siie di- 
rection. compounding the 
chaos in the city. 


U.S. applauds German action on scientologists 


Bulgarian premier resigns 


SORA (AFP) — Bulgarian Prime Minister 
Zhon Videnov ,suid Saturday he was resign- 
ing us head t)f government and leader of the 
Bulgarian Socialist Pany, after public 
protests over the country's worsening eco- 
nomic crisis. 

Mr. Videnov made the announcement at a 
special puny congres.*; here. 

Under the Bulgarian cnnsiiiuiion, the re.';- 
ignuiion of a prime minister automatically 


means that his whole government ' steps 
down. 

Mr. Videnov told the Congress that his 
own resignation und that of his government 
would be submitted to parliament Saturday 
to be voted on before the end of the year. 

The prime min'isier stressed his "strong 
desire” not to stand again for any leadership 
pasition in the puny, the government or par- 
liament. 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
The United Suites, which 
bus criticised Germany in 
.the past over iks treuimeni 
of scientologists, praised 
Bonn Friday for “positive" 
and “consiructive” actions 
on the issue iliis week. 

Germany's federal and 
regional governments ag- 
reed on a package of steps 
Wednesday to counter 
whut they culled the "ex- 
pansionist aims and claim 
to domination” of the 


Church of Scientology. 

The move aimed to estab- 
lish a unified approach 
' against the U.S-.-based 
groupafter a number of po- 
liticians and regional states 
called for action against 
what they consider to be a 
profit-making, pseudo-reli- 
gious sect relying on mani- 
pulation. 

U.S. State Deporuneni 
spokesman Nicholas Bunts 
said the German govern- 
ment "did not. us far as I 



saw, announce any dracon- 
ian or repressive measures” 
against scientologists and 
had pledged not to vry to 
shut the group down in 
Germany. 

‘That's good news in- 
deed.” Mr. Bums told a 
news briefing. ”1 think the 
German government ha.x 
said things this week which 
are posiuve and has taken 
an action ... which appears 
to be constructive. \\s need 
to studv it in sireater 


j*. 


detail.” 

In Germany, the Church 
' of 'S'ciemology ..bshed out 
against die Ceiman authc^r- 
iiies, saying' Qieir actions 
felt "like religious cleans- 
ing.” 

For four years running 
the State Depanmem’s 
annual human rights repon 
has expressed concern that 
Germany's treutmem of 
scientologists could in- 
fringe on their religious 
freedoms. 
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Europe's finest fabrics 
in Europe's latest styles. 

The El-Zay Winter Collection 

Our suits, jackets and trousers ore crafted with core and precision. 
Along with our pamners from Italy, we see to it that everv- item 
measures up to the world's fashion standards. 

So you really won't have to travel all the way to Europe to be at your 
most stylish. All it takes is a short trip to any of our showrooms. 


FmmDeufrAer7to24, every B-Z^' purdxux Uts 
yousbarein our OBcbens Joy Fund. 

Hdp ur hdp our otpheov^ in this season of 'gk'h^. 


Glad riding? from ElZay. 


E L - Z A Y 

FINE CLOTHING FOR MEN 


gardens 

Nascr Abu Khalar 
699905 


SWEIFIEH 

Nascr Abu Khalaf 
857900 


JABAL AMMAN 

Nascr Abu Khalaf 
653001 


ABDOUN 
ElZav - Abdoun Circle 
85S8I8 


SHMESAN) 
ElZay -Marriocc Hotel 
607607 Ext. 2245 


RUSAIFEH 

Factory Showroom 
09-930200 
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Commendable effort 

PALESTINIAN PRESIDENT Yasser Arafat's talks 
with His Majesty King Hussein on Saturday came at 
a very critical Juncture in the Palestinian-lsraeli 
peace talks. With the issue of Israeli redeployment in 
Hebron stiU dragging on and with Israel determined 
on expanding its settlements in the occupied Arab 
lands, the negotiations between Israel and the 
Palestinians have effectively reached an impasse. 
Jordan has repeatedly warned Israel about the dire 
consequences of the continuing deadlock in the peace 
process and made several determined efforts to con- 
vince the Israeli government of the danger inherent 
in its settlement policy. Thursday's visit of Israeli 
Foreign Minister David Levy to Amman for talks 
with the Jordanian leaders took place against the 
backdrop of Jordanian indignation at the rapid dete- 
rioration on the peace effort as a result of the slow 
pace of progress on the Palestinian and Syrian tracks 
with Israel. 

Mr. Arafat has Just ended a European tour that 
included a meeting with Pope John Paul D in Rome 
and a stopover in Cairo to brief Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak. King Hussein's meeting with 
President Arafat and Jordan's renewed commitment 
of support for the Palestinian people must therefore 
be seen as part of the Kingdom's effort to push for an 
Irreversible and comprehensive peace. Jordan has 
faithfully lent all possible support to the Palestinian 
people in their efforts to establish their own state on 
Palestinian soU and sees a direct Unk between 
progress on the Palestine front with developments in 
the Jordam'an-lsraeli relations. There is no Arab 
country whose security and stability is more affected 
by lingering Palestinian question than Jordan. 

As much as the redeployment issue in Hebron 
could be a watershed for more progress in the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace talks, the Palestinian side 
has every reason to link the negotiation on Hebron 
with the other outstanding issues dividing the two 
parties. There is a genuine fear that Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu would, once a deal on Hebron 
is concluded, drag his feet on further redeployment 
in the West Bank and on the start of ffnal status 
negotiations. 

On the other hand, the remark made by the prime 
minister's top policy adviser, David Bar-Illan, on 
Friday that the Likud-led government would accept 
the creation of a “limited" Palestinian state offers a 
glimmer of hope for peace-seekers. The establish- 
ment of an independent Palestinian state alongside 
Israel is the very formula that will lead to a lasting 
settlement in the region. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra'i Saturday cited figures pub- 
ii.><hed by the Palestinian Information Ministry indicat- 
ing that most of the lands of the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip have been seized by the Israeli authorities to 
the extent that the Palestinians cannot find land on 
which to set up their future state. Tayseer Zibri said that 
since the Oslo accord, which was signed in 1993. and 
until September 1996. the Israelis have swallowed up 
.^00.000 dunums, to add to the 3 million dunums which 
had already been confiscated in the Palestinian lands. 
This is equivalent to 74 per cent of the West Bank and 
40 per cent of the Gaza Strip, added the writer, who 
noted that the confiscated land has been either used to 
build settlements or to open ring roads which, it is 
claimed, can give security to the settlers. He said chat as 
the settlemenls fever continues, the Israeli authorities 
announced that they have earmarked $40 million to 
purchase land and houses for the settlers in the Hebron 
and Jerusalem areas only. Should this trend continue, 
he said, the Palestinians would not be able in any way 
to set up their independent state simply because there 
will not be any land left for that project. 

BY FAILING to honour its commitments towards the 
Palestinians, as provided for in the Oslo accords, and 
by failing to honour its pledges concerning water sup- 
plies. U.S stated in the Jordan-Israeli peace treaty, the 
pre.sent Israeli government has proved it is against 
peace, said Mohammad Kawosh who writes for A1 
Dustour. Furthermore. Israel Is holding on to the lands 
it has occupied in south Lebanon and the Golan 
Heights, showing an intransigent stand and declaring 
its intention to build more setilements there, he said. 
One of the main reasons prompting Israel to delay or 
even totally disregard any peace agreements with the 
Arabs is its needs of water resources, which are found 
in the Arab lands the Jewish state has been occupying 
for the past decades, said the writer. After depleting the 
aquifers of the West Bank. Israel is now drawing the 
water found in south Lebanon and the Golan, and it 
seems determined never to give up the Arab territory 
which supplies the I.sraelis with water, continued the 
writer. Indeed. Israel might go to war in order to secure 
water resources for its growing domestic, agricultural 
and industrial needs, said the writer, who warned the 
Arab countries in the region to be ready for any even- 
tuality. 


Services, which generate 75 per cent 

of the jobs, should be supported 


IT IS not true that the future of the Jordanian economy 
depends heavily on what happens in the industrial sector 
or, for that matter, in the commodity-production sectors in 
general. Manufacturing and extractii^ industries employ 
no more than 91,000 workers (1993), or 10.6 per cent of 
the l^xiur force in the country, including non-Jordanian 
guest workers. The commodity-production sectors com- 
bined. sometimes erroneously ^led the production sector, 
including all forms of manufacturing, mining, agriculture, 
electricity, water and construction, do not employ more 
than 212.000 workers, or less than 25 per cent of the job 
opportunities available in the country. 

I am not trying to underestimate the importance of com- 
modity production. It is deffnitely vital and should be pro- 
moted. but one should realise that all our five-year eco- 
nomic development plans focused on this sector and allo- 
cated the lion's share of available resources for investment 
in this area, only to discover, after 25 years of bias, that no 
positive results were achieved and the ratio of commodity 
sector to the economy failed to exceed one third of the 
gross domestic product (GDPj. This sector has a strong 
appetite to absorb huge amounts of capital without gener- 


ating the expected return relative to the capital invested. 

Suffice it to point out that trade, restaurants and hotels 
employ 130,(KK) woikers. or 142 per cent of the employ- 
ment in the entire mining and manufacturing sector. 
Various services sectors, including transportation, storing, 
communication, banking, insurance, trade, real estate, 
social and personal services and public administration are 
responsible for 75 per cent of the Jobs in the country. 
Services produce 66 per cent of the GDP, which indicates 
that services tend to pr^uce 1 5 per cent more jobs per unit 
of GDP and perhaps lO times more jobs per unit of capi- 
tal. 

To put it differently, we con say that services are labour 
intensive while industry is capital intensive. Jordan has 
plenty of manpower but lacks the capital which should 
determine our priorities. 

On the other hand, the industry is highly protected, at the 
expense of the consumers, in order to make it profitable, 
while services do not enjoy a demand similar protection. 
Services operate on their own, without direct or implied 
subsidy. 

In view of the guidelines of the International Monet^ 


Fund’s (IMFl economic adjustment prograi^e, ^e 
requirements of the European 

tions of the World Trade Organisation fWTO), Jordm will 
drastically reduce customs protection over *e coming 10 
vears. putting industry under pressure. Therefore, the 
Lperiority of services over commodities 
with time, because foreign competition ^ become 
tougher in the industrial sector while it will be relaivdy 
sentle in most services sectors, especially tourism, med- 
Tcal services, computer programming, transportatioii, etc. 

We should not forget that the prospects of the agriculUff- 
al sector are limited, due to lack of water which is a limit- 
ing factor. , ^ 

Jordan enjoys a comparative compenave advantage m 
the production of services, first because of the qualily of 
its human element which is the major productive fa^r. 
second because of its central location in the Middle East, 
with open bridges to the outside world and the global mar- 
ket. and third because services need much less cqiital, 
which is the limiting factor, than industry. 

It pays to realise Ais simple fact and plan our economic 
policies accordingly. 


Peru — deja vu, all over again 


By Gwynne Dyer 

FOUR PREDICTIONS 
about the hostage-taking at 
the Japanese embassy in 
Lima: 

1 ) The Tupac Amaru 
guerrillas will not kill any- 
body. After the first 48 
hours, hostage-takers rarely 
do. 

2) Peruvian President 
Alberto Fujimori will not 
negotiate with the guerril- 
las. His whole reputation is 
founded on never yielding 
to their threats, never even 
talking to them. 

3) The embassy will not 
be stormed. That would 
need the permission of the 
Jap^ese govenunent and 
Japan will not allow it 

4) The world's media will 
wring every ounce of drama 
out of the affair, in con- 
scious symbiosis with the 
guerrillas. But after a while, 
tiiey will realise that the 
world is not watching any 
more. 

A large number of the 
captives in the Japanese 
embassy will probably be 
released in the ne.xt few 
days, simply to ease the 
burden on a mere dozen 
guerrillas of guarding and 


feeding hundreds of people. 
But they will hold onto 
enough high-profile 

hostages to keep the “crisis" 
going, and its end is likely 
to be weeks or even months 
away. 

When the end comes, 
however, it will probably 
come in almost complete 
obscurity. People will hear 
the news that the last 
hostages have been released 
and te surprised that they 
had not been freed long ago. 
After all, the whole affair 
had not been mentioned in 
the media for weeks. 

'‘Been there, seen that." 
Living in Peru, the Tupac 
Amaru guerrillas are caught 
in a kind of time warp, and 
could not be expected to 
understand that this sort of 
thing DO longer makes good 
television in the rest of the 
world. Besides, with their 
movement in terminal 
decline, what other options 
did they have? But the truth 
is that the novelty of mass 
hostage taking has worn off. 

In the 1970s, viewers 
could be persuaded to 
watch for days as the zoom 
lens focused shakily on 
hijacked airliners paiked on 
a desert airstrip or on shad- 


owy figures moving behind 
the windows of some 
besieged building. It was 
new. it was shocking, it 
caught people’s imagina- 
tion. Which was. of course, 
precisely what the terrorists 
counted on. 

That was then, but this is 
now. Is there anybody who 
think s that the hostage tak- 
ing at the Japanese embassy 
in Peru is a new phenome- 
non? Is anybody shocked? 
Of course not. So after a 
few days, while the media 
strive mightily to pull out 
into the story emotionally, 
the story will fade from the 
international media — 
which is precisely what 
President Fujimori’s people 
are counting on. 

Anti-terrorist teams from 
all over the place are arriv- 
ing in Lima on every 
inbound flight, balaclavas 
neatly packed in their carry- 
on luggage, but these spe- 
cialised land seriously 
underemployed) soldiers 
and policemen from practi- 
cally every country with cit- 
izens among the hostages 
will not get any exercise in 
Peru. 

Left to his own devices. 
Fujimori might well autho- 


rise an assault on the 
embassy compound after a 
few weeks had passed and 
the world's attention had 
drifted away, but Tokyo will 
not allow it. Somehow, the 
country that nurtured 
kamikazes fifty years ago 
has become the most timid 
of all the major powers, pre- 
ferring always to buy its 
way out of trouble rather 
than fight its way out We 
should probably grateful 
for that, but it is a puzzle. 

At any rate, the Japanese 
involvement precludes a 
violent end to the incident 
with all the Action Men 
crashing in on the baddies 
just Uke in the commercials 
on kids' TV. Just as well, 
probably, sdnce if that sort 
of dung goes wrong, a lot of 
people can get killed, and 
there are few other ways 
that this affair could pr^ 
duce'many deaths. 

' On the other hand, no 
amount of pressure on 
President Fujimori to com- 
promise with the gueirillas, 
from people whose coun- 
tries have not been ruined 
by 15 years of rampant ter- 
rorism, is going to make 
him abandon the tough poli- 
cies that have restored some 


The West has a Russia problem 

it is not facing 


By Rodric Braithwaite 

MOSCOW — Since 
Humpty-Dumpty fell off the 
Berlin Wall in 19S9. and the 
easy certainties of the cold 
war were shattered, the 
West's attempts to put 
together a stable, non-con- 
fromational Europe have 
been undermined by mud- 
died thinking, misplaced 
realpolitik and half-baked 
sentimentality. 

Western policymakers 
have stumbled forward like 
sleepwalkers, cannoning into 
obstacles that they knew 
were there but hop^ to be 
able to ignore. Their first 
illusion was that East-West 
relations cold in future be 
based on a “pannership" in 
which Russia would play 
second fiddle, following 
where the West chose to 
lead. 

Any idea that Russia, even 
in its present probably tem- 
porary state of weakness, 
will allow its interests to be 
denied by others is absurd. A 
partnersUp which does not 
provide for the mutual 
adjustment of conflicting 
interests between equals is 
bound to fail. 

The second illusion was 
that the Western institutions 
which served so well during 
the cold war could be adapt- 
ed with comparatively littie 
difficulty to embrace wholly 
new tasks and wholly new 
members. 

The European Union 
would bring in the countries 
of Eastern Europe, and 
accord them the common 
benefits of economic pros- 
perity and political stability. 
NATO, too, would expand to 
support the new democra- 
cies, keep the peace among 
them when necessary, and 
(but this was only whis- 
pered) guarantee them pro- 


tection should the Russian 
bear ever resume its wicked 
ways. 

Enlargement of the 
European Union would 
mean massive changes in its 
decision-making institutions 
and its agricultural and 
regional policies. These 
changes are opposed by 
strong political lobbies in the 
present member slates. 

And NATO members show* 
little practical enthusiasm for 
proposed “new tasks" — 
queuing ethnic strife in 
Europe and policing the 
periphery. Americans are not 
die only people who see little 
reason to send their sons to 
die in distant lands, even for 
the most admirable causes. 
And Western legislators may 
well reject the costs and the 
risks of guaranteeing the 
security of new members 
when they address the issues, 
which they have yet to do. 

Even so. NATO will proba- 
bly expand a bit; the political 
humiliation would otherwise 
be too hard to bear. The 
European Union may try to 
follow suit. But neither insti- 
tution can afford to embrace 
all those who ivish to join. 
$0 we shall create new divid- 
ing lines in Europe, despite 
these soothing words of 
those who argue otherwise. 

And where does that leave 
Russia? It is not going to be 
a member of either NATO or 
the European Union. It is too 
big for the union, and cannot 
join NATO unless that 
alliance — formed to keep 
Russia to the east of the Elbe 
— is transfonned beyond all 
recognition. 

Yet if anything is clear, it is 
this: Any European arrange- 
ment which is opposed by 
Russia, which Russia feels is 
against its vital national 
interests, which leaves 
Russia as a revanchist power 


on Europe's eastern flank, 
will in long-run be as 
shaky as the 1919 so-called 
settlement at Versailles. 

The West must devise a 
way of bringing Russia as a 
satisfied status quo power 
into the new Europe. Russia 
should not dictate the terms, 
any more than France and 
Germany, respectively, dic- 
tated their terms of the 
European settlements after 
1815 and 1945. But those 
settlements did succeed in 
bringing France and 
Germany into the comity of 
European nation.^, despite 
the suspicions left by 
decades of conflict. 

It is true that many Russian 
politicians fbut few ordinary 
Russians, who have more 
pressing practical problems) 
reject a status quo marking 
the end of the empire they 
took more than a thousand 
years to build. Russia's 
neighbours are fearful. 
Given their history, they 
have good reason. 

But de.spiie all the doubts, 
the West needs to lake its 
courage in its hands and do 
for the Russians what it once 
did for the French and the 
Germans. 

Even in disarray. Ru.<<sia is 
the largest of the European 
powers. If we do not now 
give it some voice in (he 
ordering of European affairs, 
it will one day be tempted to 
take it. 

NATO has made a timid 
step in the right direction by 
offering the Russians an iU- 
defined “charter," with 
standing arrangemenLs for 
consultation and joint action. 
The Russians have proposed 
equally vague measures to 
strengthen the Organisation 
for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE) — an 
inadequate body, but the 
only international security 


organisation to which they 
now belong, and the only 
one that has even a faint 
chance of becoming the all- 
European institution we 
need. 

The OSCE heads of state 
and government were meet- 
ing in Lisbon last week. 
NATO foreign ministers are 
to meet in Brussels soon. 
Leaders thus have another 
opportunity to debate the 
ksues with their eyes open. 
They will find no neat or 
early answers. 

We shall certainly not end 
up with a Europe elegantly 
held together by the two 
great postwar institutions of 
the West. But if we are lucky, 
patient and serious, we may 
in time end up with a tangle 
of political and economic 
bodies — for Baltic security, 
Balkan peace, regional eco- 
nomic cooperation, and so 
on — criss-crossing one 
another like the spaghetti 
junction on a motorway. 

The spaghetti will be ta.ste- 
less unless a real effort is 
made to put some pan- 
European beef into it — a 
“charter" with teeth, a 
Europe^ Security Council 
in (he OSCE, or some com- 
bination of measures deliber- 
ately designed to give Russia 
its due place. 

The new Humpty-Dumpty 
wili be patched and cracked 
in places, but he will be a lot 
more attractive than the 
renewed confrontation with 
Ru.ssia that is the likely alter- 
native. 

The writer is a former British 
(imhassador to the USSR and 
then Russia, and co-author 
of a recent report to the 
Trilateral Commission on 
''Engaging Russia ”, This 
anicle is reprinted from the 
International Herald 
Tribune. 


kind of order to Peru (and 
put tile leaders of both 
major guerrilla movements 
behind bars) since he came 
to power. He will not free 
duly convicted terrorists 
from prison, he will not 
change his government's 
economic policies, he will 
not pay them ransom. 

So in the end, some for- 
mula will have to be found 
to let the guerrillas leave — 
but leave without any of 
their demands being met. 
Just a plane to Cuba (which 
will need some ann-twist- 
ing before it lets them in), in 
return for the release of all 
the hostages. 

By then, our attention will 
long since have drifted else- 
where — which is precisely 
what should happen. To pay 
attention to this sort of thing 
U just to encourage it. But is 
there anything anybody 
could have done to prevent 
it from happening in theirn 
first place? Probably not 

“If you have a small 
group of people who are 
well armed, well trained 
and ideologically con- 
trolled, you can pull off a 
major attack lite taking 
over Congress or killing a 
general or hijacking an air- 


LETTERS 

Unacceptable glorification 

To the Editor: 

AS PEOPLE with German passports, we are confused 
by the selling of a new translation of Adolf Hitler's 
“Mein Kampf' in many bookshops in Amman. Until 
now. we tried without success to defend ourselves 
against the t^y attempts of Arabs to gJorify the 
industrial killing of millions of people as a shining era 
in German histoiy. 

More than once we heard that we are brothers 
because we are fighting the same enemy. We are 
shocked by the ignorant glorification and conscious 
historic falsification of an era thau in our eyes, marks 
the low point in the evolution of humanity 
We get angry when reading in the preface of this 
translation that Hitler built something for eternity, 
something man can be proud of. 

He was an anti-Semite: anti-Semite! If CJerman 
troops would have ever reached Palestine, the mufti of 
Jerusalem would have deeply regretted his contacts 
with nation^ist Germany, as did Stalin’s USSR after 
^e devastating German invasion of western Russia. 
Hitler and his Germans were brutal criminals, cold- 
blooded murderers and blindly following fascists. 

«*re manipulated by 
Zionist media, ' that not only Jews, but also commu- 
msts and socialists died in the camps. Germans arc 
e^cidly Knsible to the historic discussion of the 
T^d Reich. We want to make our reaction clean the 
picnw that every German is manipulated by Jewish- 
media, so that we have a wrong impression about the 
holocaust IS ^ wrong as the picture of the throat-cut- 
ting and bomb throwing Muslims fighting the West 
i^er the war. members of our families were forced 
to help evacuee the camps where thousands died in 
the centre of Germany, making it possible for us to 
imagme the even worse situation in the concentration 

Everyone who has visited 
the sites of these industnai killing camps would do 
anythmg but rnention the name Hitler in connection to 
something posmve for the human future. 

/.an “sto 'gnore today people who soil 

chiton Hiller, or a waiter in a restaurant 

^ greets us with 
a cheerful “Welcome Hitler." It also hitsS m have 

a taxi dnver commenting on our same enemy the 
Jews, ro just name a few incidents. ^ 

Arabic language 

because of its fascinating beamy It is imno«ible to 

lanA peopS"^ 

s, incomparable in human history. ^ 

Gote Nordbuiich and Theo Lalzel, 

Amman. 


plane.” said Enrique 

Obando, a leading expert on 
Peru's guerrillas. Obvious 
enough now — but he said 
it exactly a year ago, after 
an earlier plot by the same 
Tupac Amaru outfit to seize 
Peru's Congress and hold 
the politicians hostage was 
thwarted by Peruvian 

police. 

After a shoot-out in an 
affluent neighbourhood not 
far from the Japanese 
embassy, the police cap- 
tured weapons, documents ^ 
and uniforms assembled as - 
part of a Tupac Amaru plan 
to attack Congress. “These 
types of attacks and kidnap- 
pings in exchange for their 
comrades in prison are easy 
enough to pull off," said 
Obando. “We were lucky 
this time that the police 
:^nick fiEsi." 

So Tupas Amaro recycled 
plan and a year later put 
it into action at the Japanese 
ambassador's party. Deja 
vu, all over again. It will not 
change anything, it will not 
get them anywhere (except 
Cuba), it will not even do 
the networks any good. This 
is an outrage that has passed 
its selJ-by date. 
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Ross mission aims at convincing Arafat 


to ihe American Muirces. Israel sides, iheri- 




Christie Whitman — most 

probable woman candidate 
for the White House 



Christie Whitman 


I was asked if 1 had hiih- 


(Contimied from page i i 
Wdshinglun. 

Adminisiraiion <>!fidaiN and 
dipLimais suegest itu: there 
wxs more n» the American crit- 
icism than attempting to strike 
a diplomaiii.' balance. 

According lu the source, die 
adminksintion j> frustrated b> 
Mr. Arafat's rdiicLincc to sign 
the Hebron agreement which 
they view crucial the break- 
ing Of the stalemate in the 
peai;e piuceNs. According to 
Palestinian uflicials. .Mr. 
Arafat will not sign until there 
is a clear written Israeli com- 
mitment to complete the 
implemenution uf the Oslo 
accords and start the final sta- 
uu negutiativnis. 

The American adminiMra- 
lion, however, seems i>i reject 


(Continued from pa{»e i l 

"They ended up with no 
positive resull.s which made 
them hurr>‘ in taking ;he:r 
agents uui uf Iraq before they 
fall in the bands of the faith- 
ful Iraqis." it said. 

This was a reference to t.he 
recent evacuation by the 
United Staie.s uf .seterai 
fhousund KunJ.s and other 
minorities from Iraq for pos- 
able asylum in America to 
protect them from reprisals 
by Iraqi security forces. 

The evacuation took place 
after Iraqi security agents 
entered the Kurdish area in 
late August when the Iraqi 
army intervened in support 
of a Kurdish faction fighting 
another for control. Among 
those token out were workers 
for international aid agen- 
cies. 

Air force ofricer Saad 
Daham Awod. the first of the 
alleged spies to speak on 
state television Friday night, 
said he got involved with the 
Kurds in the northern town 
of Erbil during drug deals. 
He said ' hU Kurdish drug 
pbitners bter asked him for 
informatioa about- mHitary 


(Continued ftuni ps^e 1) 

ironi the govemment, he 
said. 

*nirough these societies 
members of tbe.se coopera^ 
rives have beeo able to own 
homes and succeeded in 
creating consumer markets 
in towns and villages sell- 
ing various commodities at 
reaitonable prices, accord- 
ing to Mr. Tayeb. 

In agriculture, the cooper- 
ative societies provided 


ha.s ab'Ccptcd the- Hnlagc 
between the Hebron agivc- 
mem ;md other steps including 
a redeployment til I.<jaeJi 
iroijps fnim areis B and C in 
the West Bank and the Coea 
Slnp and ui .%ur. the final su- 
lus ulks. "li i-, not true that the 
Hebion agreement is confined 
to Hebron. There are nuiiy 
Lssues invtilved in me agree- 
ment that relate lo I'urilier 
Israeli redcploymeni and the 
final status quota." .said an 
.American source. 

Palestinian officials dis- 
agreed. They said Israel had 
given noUims concrete unJ 

Uiere were no guarantees. 
"There is nothing concrete." .t 
Ciaza-based otiicul cunucied 
by phiine said. 

Based on cu.'itao.s with the 
American and Palestinian 


security offices. 

"They took the infnrnuiion 
to the Iraq Trust." Auad. .^2, 
said, adding ihai it piirpiuied 
to be a relief orgx'iisaiion hut 
in fact was a CIA frtini. The 
trust, he said, then gave the 
material lu a wom.in he iden- 
tillcd only by ilie nariie 
Susan, who he said wiirked 
for the CIA out of the Turk- 
ish air base at inctrlik. 

Jli.s brother. 2h-year-(ilJ 
njvy officer SalahedJin 
Da.ham .Auad, said the Kurds 
blackmailed him inkiciioper- 
ating by threatening lo make 
public a tape they had made 
of him. He did not say exact- 
ly what was on the tape. 

It was not imm^btely 
clear whether the four men 
who appeared on television 
had b^n ufnciully charged 
with spying for u foreign 
country, a crime punishable 
by death in Iraq. 

Iraq’s media charged last 
month that Iraqi Kurds work- 
ing for international charities 
in nonhem Iraq were really 
CIA agent's and Western 
media repons also have said 
the CIA had agents in north- 
em Iraq working with Iraqi 
opposition groups. 

Iraqi television accused 


farmers with equipment a.s 
well as seeds and guidance 
in the use of modem tech- 
nology. said Mr Tuyeb. 

He called on the govern- 
ment to take .steps to help 
resolve problems facing (he 
cooperative .sector and cre- 
ate a special bank to offer 
loam to cooperative soci- 
eties and also issue a draft 
law that would address 
many loopholes in the pre- 
sent legislation. 

He also demanded that 


lias gap in the a^-sessment of 
the situation. The Palc.slini.in.s 
argue that the Israeli povem- 
mem'.s seiilrmeni policy iiidi- 

cjirs a l.is'k of CiHiiiiiitment lo 
Ihe O&lo jcc<iriis and determi- 
nation to maintain control uf 
most of the West Bank and the 
Guaa Strip, 

Tile American administra- 
tion dies not .see the Israeli 
policy as the main prohlcni 
hindering the peace pmce.'^s. 
Adniiiii.siration officiaLs view 
the seidement as an ohsiade. 
lliey believe that the main 
problem is lack of trust. "Set- 
tiemcni activities were going 
on under ihe previous {Labour 
yuvemmenil but die pruce.ss 
continued, llie diiterence is 
ihai the Israelis seiilemenis 
ociisiiies an.' taking place in u 
vacuum and consequently they 


Washington on Friday of 
using hum'anitanan opera* 
tinns as a coser for its intelli- 
gence opemiions. 

It also called on Iraqi.s in 
"remain vigilant and prudent 
against those who would try 
III obtain military and civil- 
ian information or informa- 
tion of nfliciats." 

Al Iraq said Ihe govern- 
ment expected lurther assus- 
sinaiiun attempts "because 
those defeated will nut he.si- 
laie to commit the fiiu.s( odi- 
ous crimes in revenge." 
Uday was injured in a shuoi- 
ing unibush in Bauhdad on 
Dec. 12 . 

One of the accused spies 
said he had tlrsi smuggled 
medicines from Baghdad ui 
Erbil unJ then to Iran, 
"before bringing Iranian 
medicines past their sell-by 
date into Iraq in sell to sick 
Iraqis at exorbitant prices." 

"Then I prepared rcpi'ns 
on Iraqi military institutions'’ 
for the CIA, with the help of 
his brother Sulahcddin. a for- 
mer ofticer of the Iraqi naval 
college. Mr. Saad said. 

The three others who also 
confe&sed to belonging to the 
network said it was operated 
from Kurdistan in northern 


(he government take into 
consideration the coopera- 
tives’ needs whenever it 
decides on its policies in a 
manner that would help 
cooperarive.s' societies pur- 
sue the role of development 
in all fields. 

Minister of .state in charge 
of the JCO, Millch Ruhei- 
mi, underlined the impor- 
tance of the role of cooper- 
atives in socio-economic 
development. He suid dim 
the govemment seeks to 


have muri.' impact on the 
Puli'simiun political reoclion." 
.laid line .‘\mcricon otlk'Ltl. 

According lo this logic, 
building mutual Halestinun- 
Israeli min thnuigh ihe conti- 
mijty ul the peace proce.'i.s will 
create ihe necessary atmiK- 
pherr lu negotiate the stk'kmg 
points such as the seiiiements. 

T^us Mr. Koss is expected to 
try to cimvince Mr. Aratot that 
the oiity way at move the 
process forwurd and con.se- 
quenily raise ilie settlements at 
the negotiating uble is to 
ha-jk the sialeniate over 
Hebron. Such on Amencan 
approach wilt cunfroni with 

the Pale*>linian leadership with 
lough chotcc.s. especiaMy that 
there are no indicaiion.s that 
the U S. will lake any steps to 
force Israel lo siup expanding 
settlements. 


Iraq using "Iraq trust.** 

A U.S. ofUcioI said any 
Iraqis pul on display xs 
alleged CIA agents ctiiild 
include .some people 
dcMained by Iraqi troops in 
early September after Iraqi 
forces drove into the west- 
ern-protected Kurdish safe 
haven in nonhem Iraq. 

Iraqi JissiJem groups in 
Europe have said that when 
the Iraqi troops entered the 
nonh. they broke up a long- 
standing ClA-fund^ covert 
operation lu Je.stabilise the 
Iraqi president. 

Last March Baghdad said 
the United States had recruit- 
c*d agents who planted cor 
bombs in the capital Bagh- 
dad, *nkrii and other Iraqi 
cities. 

In the same month Iraq also 
accused Gulf war toe Kuwait 
of recruiting agents who car- 
ried uut sabotage attacks 
against the Iraqi people. U.N. 
observers and arms inspec- 
tors. 

Iraq's state-run television 
then interviewed six Iraqis 
from Basra who .said the 
Kuwaiti secret police had 
recruited them to plant 
bombs in various pans of the 
country. 


remove barriers in the path 
of cooperative enabling 
them to contribute to sus- 
tainable development. 

Participants meeting at 
the Royal Cultuml Centre 
will review topics included 
in five working papers cov- 
ering the role of coopera- 
tives in development, in 
housing projects and also 
(he restructuring the work 
of the present cooperative 
sodeues with a view to 
boosting their activities. 


By Daphne Barak 

THERE IS one thing that 
many people in America 
agree on: whether refer- 
ring to a nearer or more 
remote ikiie. the nio.si 
probable woman candi- 
date for the White House 
is Kristie Whitman. 

1 met this tall vioman 
with the girlish figure and 
liairdo in'lsHiel. 

Question: arc you 

actually looking for here 
in Israel? 

Answer: 1 c;ime as head 
of a delegation of KXJ 
people. Businessmen in 
New Jersey iki a lot of 
business in Israel. 1 am 
talking about the lecbno- 
loeical field and indu.siiy. 

Q. In order to keep the 
.sacred txilance. since you 
are in the Middle East, 
what about business with 
die Arab countries? 

A: i.srael ts in the 6th 
place, the Arab countries 
arc not included in those 
first ten. But i'm check- 
ing on possibilides w'idi 
the Pulesdnians. 1 was 
hoping to meet here with 
the Jordanian ambassador 
and obviously 1 am very' 
interested in checking the 
business possibilities 
with the Gulf cmintries. 

Q: Looking backwards 
afresh, you were really 
.sharp when you said 
"No!" to Bob "Dole (on 
the pos.sibiliiy of running 
with him for the White 
House). 

A: I only declared that 
if he wei^s taking me 
into constoeradon for the 
camp^gn — I’m not in 
the picture. 

Q: That’s because you 
were betting that he 
would lose? 

A: No. there's no con- 
nection. I have been the 
govCTflor of New Jersev 
!<»’ only three years, ft 
.still fascinates me. I 
enjoy every minute. 
That’s all. 

Q: When will there be a 
woman in the White 
House? 

A: I e.stimaie that in the 
next four to eight years. 
That is really an impor- 
tant point. The time has 
come. 

Q: And that woman — 
will it be you? 

A: At the moment I am 


concentrating on my 
reelection as governor of 
New Jersey in 1997. 1 am 
not thinking past that. 

Q; That is a diplomatic 
answer. You do not deny 
that pos.sjbjlity? 

A: Yes. that was a 
diplomatic answer. 

0: The woman’s vote 
has become an important 
factor in the western 
world,, Bill Clinton faced 
IL Tony Blair is trying to 
addres.s British women. 
What ore you doing about 
it? 

A: Thai’s right, the 
women’s vote is really 
beins talked ubouL The 
problem is that women 
do not uuiomaiicallv vote 
for other women, "fhai is 
a very interesting view- 
point. "Wc women are so 
used to men being the 
leaders, that it is" very 
inieresung to foresee how 
women will relate to a 
woman in covemmenL 

You know, when I was 
running for my t1rsi post. 


er education. I naturally 
replied: "Ye.s". Later on. "l 
found that only one of 
those men running 
against me actually hud a 
higher education. People 
expect less from women, 
but they demand more. If 
1 had replied negatively 
— that I had no* higher 
education — it i.s Wry 
doubtful that I would be 
sitting here with you. 

Q: When you were u lit- 
tle girl, what did you 
want to be when you 
grew up? 

A: A surgeon. I used to 
specialise in worms. The 
idyll continued until I got 
to biology le.ssons and 
had to practice on frogs. 

Q: And then, did you 
want to be a politician? 

A; The u-uih is that I 
grew up in u political 
Family. 1 always felt that 
the image of the politi- 
cian is so negative. Look, 
when i was running for 
the governor’s post. I was 


advised: “Don’t call 

yourself a politician.". So 
1 suid: “But I am a politi- 
cian!” 

Q; .Are you a good 
politician? 

A; 1 believe so. 1 am a 
good governor. 1 have 
made many change in 
New Jersey. My prede- 
cessor raised ia.xes. Peo- 
ple. businessmen were 
unhappy 1 cut iaxe<s, 1 
improved the business 
climate. 1 made a lot of 
changes in education 1 
am making a difference. 

Q; What is the biggest 
misconception about 
you? 

.A: Maybe that I am stif)' 
and formal? But it is not 
correcu I am very infor- 
mal. [ am crazy about 
spoas: horse-back riding, 
tennis, kayak riding. 

Q: During this visit you 
almost made a serious 
polidcul error: 'You 

planned on visiting the 
tunnel (in Jerusalem) 
whose opening caused 
the renewal of violence in 
the area. 

A: Look. I wanted to 
see the tunnel privately, 
because it is an historical 
and archaeological site. It 
was meant to be a private 
visit. 

Q: As someone who is 
being talked about as a 
candidate for the White 
House, and as governor 
of New Jersey, you are 
not exactly a private per- 
son. 

A: I thought so. I talked 
of my intendons with 
someone, who told some- 
one. who told someone, 
and that is how it got to 
the press and produced a 
lot of noise. 1 did not 
wish to cause any dam- 
age to an Israeli soldier or 
an Arab shopkeeper, or to 
ju.st a tourist. 

Q: And .so you desisted 
on that idea? 

A: Yes. But I hope to be 
able to visit there in the 
future without any poiid- 
cal noise or violence. 1 
really hope so. 


Mr. Arafat .s logic. .According 

Iraq says it is victim of U.S-Israeli conspiracy 


Kabariti pledges all possible assistance 


Rebels free a few hostages 


(Continued from page 1) 

CartoHni while being held in 
the residence. 

But the MRTA’s immediate 
goal is the ireeJom of their 
comrades. 

In their staiemem Friday 
the rebels said that if they 
were allowed to spe^ by 
telephone with .some of their 
jailed comrades, "we will 
proceed by releasing a sig- 
nificant number of people 
not related to the govem- 
ment" 

The hostages, meanwhile, 
called on the government to 
"discard any militaiy solu- 
tion that would cause many 
deaths." said lawmaker 
Javier Diez Canseco, reading 
from a staiemem upon his 
release with the ocher 37 
hostages. 

But negotia(ion.s to end the 
hostage crisis remained 
stalled. 

“There doesn’t seem to be 
any concrete progress in the 
negoiiadons. They are not 
paralysed, but they are tak- 
ing a while," International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) spokesman Steve 
Anderson said Friday. 

He also warned that the sit- 
uadon inside the embassy 
residence was deteriorating. 
“Problems are growing by 
the minute for the hostages 
inside," he said. 

Red Cross offtcials at the 
residence early Saturday said 
electricity would be restored 
shortly to the compound, 
after hostages demanded in 
their statement that water. 
tele]^one and electric power 
be reinsiaied. 

The water has been cut at 


dawn (Friday). The electrici- 
ty has been cut from outside 
and we have a generator 
working icmpur;uily iiniii 
the fuel runx nnr," the 
ho.'Oages said Friday. "We 
demand that these .services 
be restored." 

The ICRC has been deliv- 
ering bottled water, food and 
other supplies to the com- 
pound since the beginning of 
the crius. 

The Japanese gevemment 
said Saturday it will send on 
eight-membtf team — com- 
prised of three doctors, four 
nurses and one govemmcni 
official — in a day or two to 
help the victims. 

ICRC delegates from 
Argentina and Columbia 
have arrived in Lima to assist 
[he Peruvian ddegatiun. 
while the Japanese Red 
(Tross said it would also send 
a team, including two doc- 
tors and three nurses, which 
viras due to arrive in the Peru- 
vian capital .Monday. 

No injuries or casualties 
have been repnrted so for in 
the standoff. The ambas- 
sadors from South Korea, 
Lee Won-Young. Brazil’s 
Luis Couiihnu Perez, and 
Eg>'pt*'» Sami Tewfik were 
among the ho-xiages relea,scd 
Friday. 

One hostage, idemined u.s 
Kihoyiko Tanaka, president 
of NEC Peru, was taken from 
the compound in a wheel- 
chair. 

The ambassadors of Aus- 
tria, Bolivia, Cuba, the 
Dominican Republic. Hon- 
duras. Japan, Malaysia. 
Panama, Uruguay and 
Venezuela remained 

detained. 


I OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
PROFESSIONALS 
PRIVATISATION AGENCY (PA) OF THE 
GOVERNMENT OF JORDAN 

The Govemment of Jordan has embarked on an 
ambitious privatisation programme which covers 
sectors such as telecommunications, electricity, 
transport, tourism and industry. PA, agency respon- 
sible for the design and implementation of the Gov- 
ernment's privatisation programme, is looking for 
leading professional to strengthen its Secretariat. 
Positions listed below will be offered to suitable can- 
didates for a period not less than one year, at highly 
competitive private sector salaries, utilising funds 
available under a technical assistance programme 
with a multilateral donor agency. 

MANAGING DIRECTOR 

PA wishes to recruit a senior professional as its Man- 
aging Director (MD) to assist in managing its Secre- 
tariat. The person should possess: 

* Exceptional leadership qualities and experience 
(minimum 20 years), vision and managerial skills; 

* In-depth knowledge on organisational, financial 
legal and strategic issues related to enterprise 
restructuring and privatisation; 

* Knowledge of enterprise operations, management 

and finance; and 

* Outstanding communication abilities in written and 
oral English. 

The main responsibilities of the MD will include to; 

* Assist PA in building up a policy and operational 
framework for the programme; 

* Advise on strategies and approaches to privatisa- 
tion for different sectors; 

* Assist in the design of the general framework, poli- 
cies and operational procedures; 

* Manage the operations of the Secretariat; 

* Coordinate ail ongoing transactions and initiate the 


preparation work of the new ones; 

* Liaise between the Chairman and the staff of the 
Secretariat; and 

* Supervise the work of the staff. 

TRANSACTION MANAGERS 

PA is looking for five private sector professionals, as 
Transaction Managers, to be responsible for man- 
aging specific privatisation transactions. The candi- 
dates should possess: 

* A minimum of 5-year sector experience (in at least 
one of the sectors mentioned above); 

* A good general knowledge of enterprise operations, 
company law, accounting standards and financial 
analysis; 

* Ability to derrx)nstrate a successful track record in 
project management: 

* Masters degree in management sciences, prefer- 
ably with emphasis on corporate finance; 

* Computer literacy and experience in the use of 
word processing and spreadsheets; and 

* Outstanding communication abilities in written and 
orai English. 

Privatisation experience is not a must but a signifi- 
cant advantage. 

Transaction Managers will assume the following 
responsibilities: 

* Dev'elop a work plan for specific transactions and 
determine the resource requirements; 

* Form an “Enterprise Team" with outside consultants 
and relevant PA staff for transaction; 

* With the help of the team, carry out the entire trans- 
action, from preparation work to dosing of the trans- 
action; 

* Coordinate, guide and supervise the work of the 
•Enterprise Team;” 

* Liaise between PA, advisors, management of the 
concerned enterprise, relevant ministry and regulato- 
ry agencies; 

* Assist PA in preparing terms of reference for sub- 
contractors and intemational/local experts and 


advise In the recruitment process; and 

* Provide assistance to PA in drawing up the strate- 
gy and approach for specific privatisations. 

FINANCIAL ANALY-ST 

PA requires the services of a Financial Analyst to 
assist ^e Secreturiat in the privatisation transac- 
tions. 

The person should possess: 

” A minimum of 5-year experience in finance, 
accounting ar>rt neneral management in recognised 
corporate establishments; 

* A good general knowledge of company law. 
accounting standards, financial modelling, valuation 
methods and forecasting techniques; 

* Masters degree in business administration, prefer- 
ably with emphasis on corporate finance: 

* Computer literacy- and experience in word process- 
ing and spreadsheets; and 

* Strong command of written and oral English. 

Privatisation experience Is not a must but a signifi- 
cant advantage. 

The Financial Analyst will be expected to: 

* Carry out financial analysis, projections and valua- 
tion of enterprises selected for privatisation; 

* Advise on pre-privatisation financial restructuring, if 
necessary; 

* Determine the levels of investment requirements; 

.* Assist in the preparation of bidding documents and 
information memorandum; and 

* Assist in the evaluation of financial proposal. 

Interested candidates should send their recent 
evs to the following address by January 15, 1997. 

Minimum acceptabie salary may be indicated in 
the applications. 

{ADDRESS} 

Amman — P.O.Box 80 





Economy 
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OECD sees global growth 
as inflatioii risk ebbs 


PARIS (R.l — The bulk of 
OECD economies can bank 
on further recovery without 
a threat of inflation but the 
United States and Britaui 
should watch for any hint of 
price rises, the Organisation 
for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (OECD) 
says. 

The Paris-based think 
tank, which now counts 29 
member-countries, said in a 
twice-yearly economic out- 
look that growth should 
reach 2.4 per cent in 1996 
and 1997 and was expected 
to pick up to 2.7 per cent in 
1998. 

The risk of inflation is low 
in Japan and condnemal 
Europe and will remain so 
for a year or two at least, but 
Europe will still be plagued 
by high unemployment for 
some time, it said. 

“The major blot on this 
picture is the high unem- 
ployment that wilf persist in 
Europe, even if it should 
decline somewhat in the 
next couple of years," 
OECD chief economist 
Kumiharu Shigehara told a 
news conference. 

The OECD forecasters 
suggest the lower inflation 
risk should be exploited, 
allowing for lowering of 
official interest rates to sup- 
port growth, especially in 
countries where efforts to 
cut public spending could 
put a brake on the economy. 

Clearly referring to Euro- 
pean Union countries' 
efforts to qualify next year 
for monetao' union in 1999, 
but also to Japan, Mr. 
Shigehara said fiscal con- 
solidation and. above all, 
structural reform should be 
based on a medium-term 
view. 

“What we are concerned 


about is that consolidation 
should continue, not just in 
19^ but afferwards...so 
that the euro (single curren- 
cy) is as strong as the 
Deutschemark has been." he 
told Reuters Financial Tele- 
vision. 

Asked if European growth 
was hurt by the mark 
strength or dollar weakness. 
Mr. Shigehara said Europe 
had a “comfortable*' com- 
petitive position and that 
recovery should be based on 
lower long-term interest 
rates and rising consump- 
tion, rather than exports. 

The U.S economy is 
expected to show more 
macerate growth of 2.2 per 
cent in 1997 and 2.0 per 
cent in 1998 after a slow- 
down in the second half of 
this year which should 
result in growth of 2.4 per 
cent for 1996 as a whole, 
the OECD said. 

Japan's econoi :y is 
expected to grow by 3.6 per 
cent this year despite a 
slowdown after the strong 
lirst-half pick-up. While it 
is expected to pick up again 
next year, growth could be 
limited to 1 .6 per cent due 
to spending cuts and tax 
rises before taking off in 
1998 with a projected 
growth rate of 3.7 per cent 

Growth in the European 
Union is expected to pick 
up with an increase of 2.4 
per cent next year and 2.7 
per cent in 1998 after 
growth of 1 .6 per cent this 
year. 

Germany will expand by 
2.2 per cent in 1997 and 2.6 
per cent in 1998 after grow- 
ing by 1 . 1 per cent this year. 

The OECD said the risk of 
deflation in Japan had 
receded and the big ques- 
tion both there and in most 


European countries was 
whether economic recovery 
would become self-sus- 
tained. 

“In Europe, fiscal 
retrenchment is already 
operating as a negative 
force on activity." the report 
says. 

“Although fiscal consoli- 
dation should help econom- 
ic performance over time, 
there is a question as to 
whether the short-run direct 
negative demand effects of 
such actions can be fiiUy 
offset by favourable confi- 
dence effects as well as by 
the induced declines in real 
interest rates," it says. 

“In Japan and much of the 
European Union...the pace 
of fiscal consolidation in the 
near term must also reflect 
the need to nurture nascent 
economic recovery," the 
report adds. 

*nie OECD offers no sim- 
ple advice for the worid's 
largest economy, apart ftom 
pr^icting more moderate 
growth next year than this 
year and saying the jury is 
still out on whether or not 
inflationary pressures could 
reemerge. 

For Britain, the message 
is clearer. The OECD report 
says it expects a further 
small rise in the official 
interest rate, or base rate, in 
1997 to “lock in low infla- 
tion levels" after a 0.25 per- 
cent rise in October. 

The star performer of the 
28 OECD countries covered 
in the report — South Korea 
became the 29lh member on 
Dec. 12 after the report was 
finished — is Ireland, with 
expected growth of 7.0 per 
cent this year and only 
slightly less in 1997 and 
1998. 


Libya to spend $5. 5b on energy projects 


SFAX, Turusia (R) — Libya 
plans to spend more than S5.S 
billion on five major eneigy 
projects over the next four to 
five years, a Libyan senior 
eneigy official bas .said. 

Fouad Hajyaji, manager of 
maintenance and projects 
department at the Libyan 
state-oil company National Oil 
Corp (NOC) told an energy 
forum that the projects were 
only "some of the major pro- 
jects" cunendy handled by 
NOC's subsicfiaries. “The 
combined cost of the projects 


exceeds $5 J billioa," Mr. Hqj- 
Jaji said. An official of Italy's 
AGIP SPA said in Tunis that 
the company bas reached a 
firamewi^ agreement worth 
S2.1 billion with NOC for the 
joint development of some off- 
shore and onshore natural gas 
and condensate field in west- 
ern Libya and ffie construction 
of a pipeline to Sicily. Mr. Haj- 
jaji said that NOC controls 
nine afiUiated operating com- 
panies in Libya, some of 
which are fiilly owned and the 
others set up a joint venture 


pannership with multinadonal 
oil companies. He said that 
more than 50 oUfields and five 
gas fields are cuitently in pro- 
duction in Libya, 'in recent 
years new fiel^ in Muizuk 
and Ghadames basins in the 
south west of the country and 
offshore Libya are also being 
developed and are expected to 
be on stream in the near 
future," Mr. Hajjaji said. Libya 
presently has also 5,500 kilo- 
meties of major oil pipelines 
and 2.000 Idiomenes of major 
gas pipelines, he added. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 This one's — !" 

5 R.B.I. or E.R.A. 
9^^xploit 

14 Drudge 

15 Mahjongg piece 

16 — a time 

17 Andy's radio 
partner 

18 — instant 
(immediately) 

19 Characteristic 

20 Kibitzer's activity 

22 German city 

23 Comic Johnson 

24 Droop 

25 Frighten 
28 Concocted 

34 Light unit 

35 Y^o — Lennon 

36 PoetTeasdale 

37 Corroded 

38 Yuletide 
potables 

42 — Vegas 

43 Full complement 
of planets 

45 Curtain holder 

46 River ducks 
46 Throws out 

51 Elevate 

52 Pathetic 

53 Frown: var. 

55 Pulitzer poet 

58 Begins a journey 

63 David's defense 
against Goliath 

64 Clock 
measurement 

65 Gardner's need 

66 From then on 

67 Atlanta arena 

68 Something 
outstanding 

69 The — and the 
Dead” (Mailer) 

70 Cossets 

71 Mountain lake 

DOWN 

1 Brightly-colored 
fish 

2 Jules Verne 
hero 

3 Secure a vessel 

4 Trap 

5 Tour of duty 


li 12 ra n HO is Tf 1^ no in 112 113 


125 126 127 


12 s 129 130 


131 132 133 


138 139 40 








I5S IS6 157 


ISO 161 I62 


by C.F. Murray 


6 Slightly colored 

7 Kirghiz mountain 
range 

8 Nashville's 
State: abbr. 

9 NYC 

10 Angers 

11 Signet 

12 Follow 

13 Major end 

21 Goodnight girl 

24 Air pollution 

25 Street talk 

26 Pretty little girl 

27 Flower spite 

29 Musical 
composition 

30 Numero — 

31 — Lama 

32 Mountain range 

33 Old hat 

39 Puzzle's place 

40 Mars or Ares 

41 Swagger 
44 Perfume 
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47 Hearing range 56 Htp bones 
49 Roamed 57 Cramp or knot 


R oTm 

A 

I C|E [ 
L ITrI 

BAT 

BUR 

V E N 

eTn t 

ADD 
P E 
SNA 
E E P 


50 Parade 
ostentatiously 

54 Fragrant 
rootstock 

55 Org. 


58 Boutique 

59 Scholarly book 

60 Lady Chaplin 

61 Addict 

62 Sea bird 


UAEto 

privatise 

non-oil 

industries 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) is planning to sell 
off five public companies 
and may privatise the elec- 
tricity and water sectors as 
part of economic reforms. 

In a smdy marking 25 
years smce the Gulf coun- 
try's cr^on, the economy 
and commerce ministry 
said a stock exchange 
would be set up soon to 
facilitate privatisation and 
attract lo^ and foreign 
capital. 

The enterprises to be sold 
to the local private sector 
are AI Ain Cement Factory. 
Abu Dbabi National Flour 
Factory. Abu Dhabi 
National Factory for Pipes, 
Al Ain Mineral Water Fac- 
tory and Al Ain Cold Stor- 
age and Ice Factory. 

“Moreover, the govern- 
ment is currently studying 
the possibility of privatis- 
ing the electricity and 
water sector. The govern- 
ment also intends to rediuce 
its participation in certain 
domestic development pro- 
jects in order to encourage 
private investment," the 
study said. 

Other Gulf oil producers 
have also launched reforms 
to diversify their oil-reliant 
ecoDonues. 

The study said the UAE 
needed to map out a long- 
term strategy to attain sus- 
tainable ftiture growth and 
to lessen dependence on oil 
export earnings, which 
provide nearly 90 per cent 
of the country’s total 
income. 

“The strategy should 
include measures to 
enhance the industrial 


“The strategy should 
include measures to 
enhance the industrial 
awareness to encourage 
. private inves.onent in 
industry, adoption of a pro- • 
gramme to encourage pri- 
vate business tbrou^ Joint 
ventures and foimulatioa 
of a new and clear strategy 
to attract foreign capital," it 
said. 

The UAE is the fourth 
biggest oil power in the 
world, with recoverable 
crude reserves of 98 billion 
barrels accounting for , 
nearly 1 0 per cent of global j 
reserves. It also has the | 
third largest gas resources 
in the world. 

Huge investments have 
led to a steady growth in 
±e country's non-oil sector 
which has seen its contri- 
bution to the gross domes- 
tic product rise from 33 per 
cent to 65 per cent between 
1975 and 1995, according 
to a recent study. 


Peanuts 


Andy Capp 


Israel says PLO trade 
curbs to be met ‘in kind’ 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel’s 
treasury has warned the PLO 
the Jewish state would 
respond “in kind" to plans to 
impose restrictions on for- 
eign-made goods imported by 
Israeli agents into the self- 
ruled West Bank and Gaza. 

Treasuiy Director-General 
David Brodet said in a state- 
ment at the end of two days of 
meetings with senior Palestin- 
ian economic officials the 
restrictions — due to go into 
effea on Jan. 1 ~ were in 
violation of an rsraeli-PLO 
accord which established a 
free trade area between the 
sides. 

“Israel will be forced to 
respond in kind," the ueasuiv 
quoted Mr. Brodet as telling 
the meeting. It did not elabo- 
rate on what steps Israel 
would cake in response. 

Since August, I^estiiuan 


trade officials have announced 
a number of trade restrictions 
to be implemented at the new 
year, including barring Israeli 
importers from selling certain 
brands of vehicles and ciga- 
rettes in self-ruled Gaza and 
the West Bank. 

The measures are aimed at 
bolstering Palestinian firms. 

The treasury said in a state* 
rnent die Palestinian self-rule 
authority had turned down a 
request by Mr. Brodet to delay 
implementation of the n^tric- 
tions. 

On Tuesday, Palestinian 
Trade and Industry Minister 
Maher Al Masri told Israeli 
businessmen the trade r^ula- 
tions would be imposed grad- 
ually and with flexibility. 

The authority, which took 
over parts of the West Bank 
and Gaza under a 1993 self- 
rule deal, has eased depen- 


dence on the Israeli economy, 
fosiering trade with Jordanian 
and Egyptian firms. 

The statement said the sides 
did agree that Israel would 
transfer to the Palestnian 
National Auihoriiy (PNA) tax 
revenues levied on Rilestim- 
ans from May-December 
1994. 

In return, the PNA agreed to 
pay debts it owed to seven 
Israeli hospitals, to Bez^ 
Israel Telecom, and to Israel's 
Mekorot water utility; the 
statement said. 

The PNA also agiwd to 
reach a fomial accord on see- 
ding debts between Israeli and 
Palestinian businesses. 

The Federation of Israeli 
Chambers of Commerce has 
estimated that Palestinian 
firms owe companies in the 
Jewish state hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars. 
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The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 
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25X145 


1.36B3 

0M19 
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1337 JM 
' '65162 
21.76 
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i 9834S 
2549.66 
114X80 
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1.7399 5.2450 
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2.9074 8.7644 

'130.52 ^9318" 
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Energy 

hvifiMftripaias 

Brent 24.35 24.95 

WyTcra ■28.ps) 'K-SO' 

Bony 24.35 24.95 

.‘ 21 J^, • 2 't. 88 ' 
uLcas 214.00 209.00 

Metal Prices 

■ Cold(oz's; . ..388,$ 368.9 

■ ^;sT!ser;{«;iji•i;. 4.64 , 

Platinum (el's) 371.75 372!rS 
'/isn, 1556 
cup Month's) 2140 '2i'45 

“'I065-.' 1^8 

Months) 711 714 

;-NI(flvranthsV .6830 •6660'| 


Energy 


Mid-East Currencies 

SARb-jI 0.2666 0.4137 0.15956 0J5S68 30.4757 

Af'Dlrham ; '.9-^3 0 ^ 22 « 0.16294 D, 36321 S'f!i2l)7 

KWDInar '* 3.3372 5.V786e 1.9972 4^15236 381.M8 

■•'jBff dinar WTZO 4.iHS23 i'f.5873 3.^57 303^4 

CY Pound &1194 3.287 1,^8 2JB262 242.142 

Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 


USD 5.63 5.46 5.50 5.56 S. 6 S 

GBP- 6.25 6.31 6.50 ,6162. 6.81 

JPY 0.12 0.18 0J31 0.36 0J8 

p^^_.3,19' 3.13 •;il2 , 3.12/ 

niF 3.25 3.» 3.30 3.30 " 3.28 

'CHF. .1.93 ;i;«r' 'iJM ; >. 8 t ■ .'■;1..87; 

ITL 7.21 7.02 6.69 6.53 640 


* JOD Cross Rates 


Coffee (c/ibs) 

• .Co»»^S/ion)';' 

Sugar (S/ton) 

. Wheat ($/lon) 
So}‘B (c/lb«) 

- Tea (itg/kg) ‘ 
Barley IS/bsh) 

. fore (S/tbn) 


US Dollar 
CB Stcrlling' 
DE Mark 
CH Franc 
FR Franc 
JP Yen ‘ 

NL Guilder 
IT Ura 

Source: Central 


0.708 0.710 

1.1824 1.1883 

0^558 0.4581 

0.5302 0.5329 
0.135 0.1357 

0X188 0.6219 

0X061 0X081 

0X633 0X656 
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horoscopej^^ 
forecast .. . 
FOR SUNDAY 

DECEMBER 22; 

Bv Thomas iS. PienorU}- • 

Astrologer. Carroll , . 

Righter Foundaiion ; 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Get . inro 
leseaich career activities^ 
and studies today whfch;’ 
can help you to imisove- 
your important, affairs.. 
Later tonight be 
good time to meet with 
fellow associates and disf' 
cuss 3 plan of action few 
your success. 

TAURUS; (April 20 to. 
May 20) You need to get. 
in touch with many per- 
sons today who can 
you backing for some pip-., 
ject which means a gre^ 
deal. Tonight will be i;: 
good time for you to sedk- 
out the suggestions ofJa 
knowledgeable person.: 
and follow through. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to . 
June 21) Do whatevtf 
today will gain you mudh. 
prestige with the publici'I 
Try not to ufset any influx; 
ential people or you could 
discover that your career; 
activities will be much 
more difficult in the day^- 
ahead and be .forth with:. 

disaster. 

moon CHILDREN; 
(June 22 to July 21 ) Get 
your home'in coodi-' 
don today and thereby, 
you can make your career, 
activities much more suc- 
cessful. Take care of yoiir. 
health later tliis evening, 
and you will see a change 
for toe better for yourself, 
and your loved ones. ' 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21 ) This is a good day to' 
get together with ftiends' 
at whatever hobby or 
pleasure you like, and be 
cheerful in the days 
ahead. Later this evening' 
will be a good time' to 
seek out the advice of 
knowledgeable people 
and use wbat is ^ven. 
VIRGO: (August . 22 .to 

‘ >:Seq)teniber 22)C^u Gan be 

• todayliiffl'.T^ow 

• /home during the daytime, 
however, take care you do 
not hai'e guests in tonight 
who are rowdy and could 
cause a ffistui^ce which 
could make your life quite 
difficult. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) This is a 
good day to wander about 
for information which you 
will need to complete a 
new project. After a busy 
day, later this evening get 
into bed early and get all 
the rest you need to tackle 
any difficult situation. 
SCORPIO; (October 23 
to November 21) Study 
your property to^y and 
plan how' to improve it - 
Try to economise tina 
evening and stay home- 
with your loved ones and 
they will appreciate your 
thoughtfulness. . so that 
you can maintain harmo- 
ny which exists. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Not- 

vember 22 to December. 

21) Pursue your personal 
goals today witb courage 
and conviction which will - 
be appreciated by those in 
authority. The eveiung 
good for peace and quiet,' 
so don’t make any jofces. 
about your loved ooes- 
which could be misinter- 
preted. 

CAPRICORN: (Decan- ( 
ber 22 to January 20) G« 
into studies or see exp^ 
who can give you data 
you need in order to gtt 
ahead faster, so don’t ct^; 
ate a scene which cm~ 
make your life more-dlffir; 
culL Later this ev ming i 
you can make youKlife 
more successful. -• ' 
AQUARIUS; (januaiy 2^ 
to February 19) You 
be your gregarious 's^ 
today and you can 
the company of. maiy. 
ftiends. Later this evenihgt 
will be a good tiinieff^ 
you to make your piflntf: 
heard by a bigwig ao^'- 
thereby make your -'l^ 
tnore successful. 

PISCES: (Febiuaiy 
March 20) Get your;t% 
ents to the attention tcid^ 
of bigwigs who can-^if 
help to you. .i^l^ . 
this evening you can'sq^i . 

1 out the advice of taaowlr. ^ 
^dgeable people and '^': 
their suggestions foiniifc8-r 
your life more enjoya^^ 

Birthstone of DeceSS^^ 
'Rirquoise — Ziredri^^ 
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Beat 


nf new. ^ frf*m ihe Arabk press 

Reduction of customs on cars seen 
killing assembly plant projects 

! ** “A STRONG b!c«v\ to ihe ruiionai induxtn-" — tlsix w»» ilie 
{fesoipuuii pvtm by a car dealer in rtspciiiM: to the unvemiiiciit's 
laimcunced plan lo rcstnicturtr cusiumx LiritTs \m cars from ihc 
bcgjpning of next year. Tlie dealer said ilie mose »<ujM mm- 
imisc the possibility of c.slabibhing car-xssembly j>lams in Jor- 
dan becau»e iIk g^p ufcusionix beiwcvn industry and imde will 
be nunuwed. Under Uic present siiinition, customs on imported 
cai 2 i are hi{;ih compared to custom^ lariii's on spare pan.s. 

Ancsber dealer, who iJMi requested anuiiyinity, described the 
government inteniion to reduce customs tarilTs «in unpuned cars 
us a sxnun step by the authorities to eurh cuMnms esasiuti. He 
said the government did not *nd to "build" investments on 
wTOOg ba.sis and pei)pie, intunusi:- uld a\nid undenukitie indus- 
trial projects biised on customs protection. Tite JuMler. bs*we\er. 
,1{30^ liiut (be feasibility of settinc up asscmhls plants in the 
Kingdom would "dLuppcsir'’ (Al Aswaq^ 

Zarqa mayor succeeds in boosting 
revenue for municipality 

** ZARQA MUNICIP.ALITY has been able to tv.'Oxt iu re'.eniic 
hy JD2.1 niillioa tills year, JOl million mere th:in the rswenue 
preyed in the 1V% Kidget. .ALVording in /:in|a Mayor 
Masiafii PayyaJ, revenue during liie January -.N'osemlxrr penoJ 
ainounied to JD7.6 niiliiun. He attributed the nse in resenue in 
the seriousness in collecting the munieituliiy '.s dues in adiiitioii 
|to ibe I'acilitii^i given to the people o| Zarqa wKii colleL'ling 
licensing fees. Dr. Fayyad said il>e peupic nw ijcd die municqu!- 
ity an accumulaled amount exceeding JD2 million. 

Dr. Fayyad said ih: municipality was able to con\mLC ncaily 
1,50(1 Iraderi to license their businesses as they were operating 
without any licence in the past. He added chat a tnajiir aclneve- 
meot wxis in succLSsfulIy combating bribery- v. hich he blamed on 
the people w'ho in the past had avoided paying (heir dues by 
resoning to pay bribes r A1 Rj'i i. 


Arabs create credit-rating body for banks 


ABi; DHABI fAFPj — Anib 
SUiles h:ivc creuic'd ihe lotlg- 
sought body wliicli will lutil'y 
citnjii-rating siitndurds fur 
regiiitiul baiks as pan of 
rditnns .spurred hy BIS capi- 
tal aUMjUiK.'y rules, ullleiuls 
said SaiunJay. 

TIu,' new company w,is set 
up by tiK' Abu Dluihi-hased 
.Ar.ih M<titeuiry Fond {AMFj 
and it has ^taned esrablishing 
suhsiduirics iluviuglKKit iIk* 
region to ensure uns'erage lor 
the 22 memlvrs of ilie Arab 
League. 

"rhe AMF Ills tvstablisheJ 
.1 Company for eredii-nuing in 
Uie Ar.tb World in c'oopentljoii 
with the WcM'ld Bunk's 
iniematirMi.il Finance Corpo- 
miiun iiml other inicntaiiunul 


iM^aiiisiiiioib.” AMF Clkiij- 
man Jaxsiin .M M.utai said. 

Mr. M;uui\ comments 
were read by .\NtF’s tcdmical 
;ind rcunomic depunmem 
direciur. Furls Bin J.iradi, at a 
meeting of the .Arab Auditing 
Cnnuiiinee, which wa.s creat- 
ed recently to oversee b-mL 
refoniLs in (he region and 
ensure all Arab banks meet 
capital adequacy require- 
ments recunicndeJ eight 
years ago hy Ua.sle Ctxnmir- 
lee of die Bank kir 
Inieniatioiial .Seiileineni 
(BlSi. 

Basle's deputy secretary 
general. Charles Freeland, 
wus present at the meciiug. 
wiiich will also be auditing 
other bankine activities. 


Arab .skdes iiope their bank 
refrvnis uil] peiMuJe Basle 
to cancel its classiticalion of 
them as higli ri<i, countries in 
Icikiing activity. 

&{udt Ambia. the world's 
(t^ oil *oippiier. was the only 
.And) couiuiy to havir been 
excluded from thar classiltea- 
tion on the grounds it was the 
Hfth biggest creditor of the 
WivlJ 

Andi iiMMietary officials 
liave held a scnes of meetings 
with Basle Committee over 
tile past few years to e.xplain 
their retiarns. which include 
stronger supen-isioR of loeaJ 
bunks by their eentral banks, 
supply of permdical financial 
'laicfiients and bcH>,{ing their 
capital. 


The retorins were mainly 
CiOTied oul in the oil-rich 
Gulf, w here many, banks <iiJ 
tiles had exceed^ the BIS's 
adequacy iesel of at least 
eight per cent after raising 
their shareholders equity, cev - 
ering capiul and rcsenes. 

.Arab stales were panicuLir- 
ly x'onceiend about dial eia.ssi- 
tlcation because it made it dif- 
liculi for them to obtain hank 
loans thmi industrial cou.n- 
iries at a lime w hen they are in 
bad need for cash to finance 
eci'ini>nijc reforms. 

.Mr. Jaradi said the new 
company at the .AMR a 
regional LMF-siyle insiiiuiion. 
had set up two sul^icLiaries in 
Tunisia and Egvpi to cover 
Sonh .Airic*a. ’rhics more 


branches will be esublished 
in the Gulf and iither areas 
soon. 

He siud such companies 
would work to unify rating 
measures, bridge the gup in 
aidiiing practices in the .Arab 
Worid and assess investment 
opponunides. 

"There Ls no «kiubt that such 
rating services will strengthen 
the official auditing systems 
such as the central boiiLs and 
stock exchanges in supervis- 
ing and controlling the activi- 
ties of financial iastituuons. 
This will enable us to protect 
the rights of tmestois and 
bank clients." he said. 

Bankers said such credit- 
.''jiing faciJI[je.s would also 
help prevent fresh brinking 


crises in the region as they 
will allow authoriiie.s to have 
a greater access to the banks 
and 10 intervene in time in 
Case of a crisis. 

They retcred to bareking 
problcntx in the United .Arab 
Emirates iL’.AE). Egypt. 
Leb:Lnk>n. Sudan and other 
member stare?, as well as the 
I W1 collapse uf the Bank of 
Credit and Commerce 
Iniemaiional, which was con- 
trolled by the U.AE. 

.Arab states have more dian 
35i.l commereial hanks, with 
their shareholders equity 
siandiiig at around billion 
at the end of 1V9.5. ,As?.eb. 
w ere cstimaied ai S91 1 billion 
and dcpi'^sits ai S4h5. 1 billion. 


Belly dancers reportedly 
fifth largest source 
of revenue to Egypt 

C.AlRO (.M-Fi — ; Egypt's 12 iiiusi famous belly dancers 
pay .uinuully the equivalent of S264 million in taxes, nuk- 
ing Liiem Ihe country's filth largest source of incamc. ilte 
.Arab weekly .AI Wasstii has reptined. 

‘The sFUN such as Fifl Ahdou, I.ik-y and Dina pay miKt 
ol flic Mini." the weekly magazine .said. 

.According to ihc report, (he belly dancers pay some 900 
million pounds in taxes (around S2r>4 millinn i each year. 

"Thi.s rcpiescriis (he fifth source of revenues A»r the -state 
al ter receipts from the Sue/ C:inal. tourism, oil and collon." 
.M Wassai said, quoting a treasury rep»in. Commented Fill 
Abdou: "Tliis shows that w»e are berter than most other pe»i- 
plc who avoid their Julies toward the country." 


Mutual funds find Israel 
a hard sell to investors 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli 
stocks are undervalued and 
the market has great poten- 
tial, but the country is u 
lou^ sell with invesDn 
and (oueher still because of 
growing concerns about 
Middle East peace, foreign 
mutual fund managers say. 

"We see the current 
uncenainiy raising the 
political risk premium of 
the markei...Jt will have a 
lower valuation than it 
could," .said one European 
manager of a Middle East 
regional fund heavily 
weighted towards Israel. 

As a result, the fund plans 
to cut ii.s Israel weighting 
by nearly half over the next 
quarter — a decision the 
manager says is partly 
aimed at making the fund 
more attractive to inve.stors. 

"Yc.s. there's a marketing 
side. We're always keen to 
grow the fund." he said. 

The difficulty of selling 
an Israel counb^' fund w'us 
highlighted by this week's 
announcement the Israel 
Growfih Fund, an open- 
ended fund managed by 
New’ England Life, would 
wind up in January after 
raising just Sll.S million 
over ius nine-month lile. 

"it's being closed simply 
because there wasn't 
demand for the product," 
Adam Schor, portfolio 
comanager and an analyst 
at Chicago-based Harris 
Associates, told Reuters. 

A London-based fund 
manager said — without 
specifying — that .several 
global funds had left Israel 
altogether. 

Israel entered the universe 


of emerging markets about 
the time the former prime 
minister Mtxhak Rabin and 
PLO leader Yasscr .Arafat 
shook hands on (he While 
House lawn, kicking off the 
Oslo peace process in 1993. 
But Israel alway s hud trou- 
ble auracting large uinounts 
of emeixjing market money. 

Speaking about the inter- 
esi uf lbn.'jgner.s in Israel, 
Ly sunder Tennant. w*ho 
manages the 5132 million 
Israel Fund ftir Barclays 
global investors, admiiicd: 
"It's very difficult to gauge. 
We liaxe some xery big 
shareholders who arc very 
keen. What's so surprising 
is how few players arc 
interested in the Tel .Aviv 
Slock Exchange." 

Ironically, the Tel .Aviv 
Stock E.xchange xxcni into a 
slump Just as the first wm e 
uf foreign interc.si dc\ el- 
oped. The benchmark 
Mishtanim index peaked at 
23S points in January I9W4 
and has never recovered. 
This year the inJe.x has fall- 
en abi>ui 2.7 per cent to 
approximately 2(J.i points. 

The market has been 
through a rouuh-and-luin- 
hle year marked by a wave 
of bus bombings, an Israeli 
bunibardinent of Lebanon 
and the surprise election 
victory of Prime .Minister 
Bcnyamin Netany:diu, 
which has raised concerns 
about the future of Middle 
East peace. 

In the meantime, Israel's 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) growth has slowed 
from 7.1 pierceni in 1993 to 
an estimated 3.S per cent 
this year, w ith growih of 4.0 


percent projected for 1997. 

"All of this made people 
relucium lo Inve.st in Israel 
and to overlook a cura- 
pdiing investment case." 
Mr. Schor said. ' 

Mr. Ternium .said the 
events of the lust year had 
not caused Inve.stors to 
reircai from Israel but he 
said others considering the 
market were taking a wait- 
and-see attitude. 

Fund managers said they 
were cautiously optimistic 
about next year, but their 
focus was mure on issue.s 
such a.s the budget deficit 
ami inierc.st rates than on 
Middle East peace. 

"We're forecasting a rea- 
sonable dollar return for the 
market in 1997, but we see 
it underperfi'rminy regional 
markets," .said the European 
manager. 

Ebru O/.se/gin, who man- 
ages the 543 nnllion emerg- 
ing Middle East Fund for 
i-'oreign and Colonial, has 
about 1.3-14 (XT cent of the 
lunJ in Israeli stocks. 

•'We’ve slightly reduced 
if. We want to see what will 
happen with the budget and 


imeresi rates." she said. 

As the economy slows, 
managers .say (hey ore mov- 
ing out of the domestic 
phiys.thai were supposed to 
berfefit from Israel's last- ' 
growing economy and into 
expori-oriemcd and New 
York-traded Israeli high- 
tech companies. 

'*Wc are putting more 
emphasis on Wall Street 
stocks relative to (.nir iuvest- 
meni theme a year agin" 
said Ms. Ozsc/gin. 

But E/er Soref. of Giza, 
which IS u local sub-adviser 
fur the $70 million First 
Israel Fund, said the slow- 
ing economy would not 
have an impact vin the mar- 
ket. "Price.s on the Tel Aviv 
.Slock E.xehange'are so low. 
they have a]re:idy hud the 
.slowdown built into them." 
he said. 

Fund managers do not 
express .strong vicwn on the 
impact of peacemaking. "1 
blow hut and cold thmi day 
to day.” said one manager, 
"depending if another 
goofy statement comes out 
of Ihe government.” 


P“ZMAJSrcr MARKS*!' 

KOSllSi 5 V;k CSSTSa A-K.V. - 

OMX.-!::£3 L;;- :;*;2';4^6 


PASr 13 
'tfiCM 


mcimths ecHPxsys .■.-a.-e 


Lu.4 


■:o- o? 


o?s.*. 

?s:e£ 


CLJsil. 

?a:c- 



30. MO 

A.4AS SAr.'K 

• T 

4. -TOO 

■in 

CAIKt A»tX.‘: SARK 

0. ; 

J.aOb 

- ‘tOf. 

avoc CP 

• • • M 


. !2u 

lULtfSTPlJC. :EV.3K. 

A “ 

•>.^1,0 


?M£ Ksi‘s:w B!T. 

• • ^ 7 

i.040 

.440 

jo».X‘.*KA:r aA.vK 

• I* • 

m f t *0 

l.ll-c 

abC 

JCa.C."CP BAS> 


4.100 

4dC 

3A.‘.-k 


3.600 

OOO 

JOB . :k*/. riM . OM.'K 

i^.4 

3.2CC 

.£CS 



l.S&O 

.600 

PH:tAosL.:K‘.‘.sk. 

T 




; Zbi 


: . 7- 
J.91. 


ftWW. SeeiTMt TCTTALS. :nOEX: 

.34« CKS; 

•C.e4 


88:c4 

41C84- 




3.940 

i.630 

-‘OR rstsscK issua. 

5.5 


7 

:t4i • 

iiiZ 

t -Z 0 

:.85 

. 14^ 

ItiSUBAMCE tfeCTDR 

TOTALS ISDBX; ll? 

•5s ■ch;! 

-3.21 

7 

:r-3 

3339 




1.6^0 
* 9.2b0 

:,450 

r.900 

JOK.ELeCTAlC niR. 
J09. HOTEL rOURISH 

11.5 

Zi.6 

7,:i 

^ 5 • 


:35l. 

i:j 


:.67 

4 • && 


1.&60 

:..50 

IIUllS ELSCTRieSTY 

5.1 

7.S4 

1 






S.9&0 

4 ?00 

ARAB IITTL. HOTELS 

17.4 

2 *66 


150 





L.830 

l.u80 

»ATL. 3Ojt7?0LI0 


:.oi 

a 

»100 

6120 



** 

\.260 

.500 

3083AS TSTL.TKAD. 

>8.5 

:.co 

lii 

545C 

4011 




* .600 

460 

HAOH . BQ P . R£.\-r . HA I K . 

9 

C.S3 

4 

424 

216 




10.310 

-..000 

ALRA*: 

5.5 

5.25 

2 

;oc 

1634 

7.7? 

8.00 


3.300 

1 .'jQ 

MIC. EAST HOTELS 

68.5 

5.o; 

•m 

1100 

2067 

:.54 

l.l'r 


1.2SC 

.160 

lAjXKA ESL-3AT10M 


e.vO 

8 


4) OS 

i.c: 



2.31Q 

1. 630 

UBIPICL CC. 

‘.0.8 

4.5L 

3- 


>5*Ci 



' ' I' 

1.200 

.020 

•J»IOH UC.'0 3E*.'. 

£ 

;.c: 


:58 

129 

.68 

.88 


SERVICE 

SCJT0.V TOTALS !t:=EX: 111 

52 -CHC: 

-1.28 

83 

407C1 

55393 




3.14C 

3.000 

JC.1. CR.*Sr.T 1‘ACT. 

lA.e 

:.5i 


;*4T85 


7.4S 

• .<12 


.l.SSC 

2.-10 

JO.A.3li00P;iA7S KirifC 

3*. 4 

.6 A • • 

t 

718 

2;'.». 

>.4< 

.■.:a 


10.4LC 

(• 730 

io». PCTROL.KfcPniAny 

p.e 

8.2i 

1 

* t &1 

150j5 

7.65 

8.6* 

.2.<> 

3.7SO 

1.050 

INOTSmiAL CCKK.AQR. 

43.1 

3.00 

J 

159 

i 1 ' ’ 

1.15 

1.15 

.91- 

4.130 

4.040 

AAA8 PHAAM. KTOir. 

:5.9 

5.51 

13 

1538 

6618 

3.66 

3.63 

.03’ 

3.400 

J.570 

JOR. PIPES .vjtKPCT. 

8.1 

7. IT 

•» 

500 

59S 

2.56 

1.65 


2.230 

•- 4feO 

RAflA IR&USTAIBS 

7 

c.o: 

% 

1570 

2:B6 

i.;o 

1.18 

.t:- 

7.8S0 

4 T50 

DAR ALDAUA 3V.INV. 

11.1 

1 • ? 

2 

590 

3435 

4.81 

4.85 

.05- 

s.soo 

3.130 

ARAB ALUh.lHO. 

9.C 

8.28 

13 

3759 

8586 

i.l: 

3.63 


.980 

450 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

9 

c.so 

14 

:2145 

7660 


.63 

. 0 :- 

1.4&0 

1.060 

ARAB PAPER COK\’.TRt>. 

?•» 

5.81 


4700 

541S 

1 

1.16 

.03- 

1.000 

.540 

NATIONAL I NOS. 

>0.5 

4.45 

55 

4B900 

34385 

" -1 

■ • 

.01- 

1.750 

. >30 

I NTERKED . PETiiO . CHEM . 

9 

0.30 

8 

4759 

4666 

' • r 

1.14 

.93- 

3.5S0 

3.380 

VNIV.CHE.N.INOS. 

78.0 

0.00 

5 

HOC 

3*55 

3.61 

2.85 


4.700 

' 430 

MJiSOtK CO. 

20.4 

3.3> 

• 

353 

844 

>.5:< 

2.65 

1 * **• 

• S.3S« 

«• 330* • 

■/OR.UOOO l.TSS.JWICO 

18.4 

2.84 

• 

>00 

1545 

4.85 

S.J5 

•l,* . 

4,000 

: 130 . 

NATL.CABLE HXRS.MFAq, 

16.6 

0.00 

3 

$59 


2.65 

^ ^*1 


1.340 

.670 

.’OP. SULPBO-CHBH 

9 

o.t: 

5 


:4'i>8 

.8? 

.64 

.Cl- 

1.8S0 

1.080 

ARAB PKARK.CKSK. 

37.7 

o.o: 

:5 

"ihe* 

:0438 

: . 52 

1.41 

.04- 

3,340 

1.440 

UNI'/. ."MSN.INOS. 

5.2 

::.42 

31 

1735; 

9041: 

1 , 

1.75 

.0:- 

3,0»0 

1.140 

COP . :nTS . P2SOURCES 

1..1 


:i 

1189 

4167 

1.12 

l.SC 

.c:- 

1.500 

.840 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

36.8 

o.c: 

3C 

itoo: 

14811 

: .91 

.78 


1.440 

-• 160 

INTL. TOBACCO 

10.1 

0.C5 

:5 

13>0> 

;S7>9 

:.i2 

1.28 

«C4- 

1,850 

>30 

UNXOS CH. & VEC. 

34.4 

2.03 


10559 

1C474 

I • Cm 

.8* 

.01- 

iinnrsTRXAz. sscTOti totals !.4ogxt ii6 

33 .’CHCi 

-0.67 

14ii| 

364421 

578187 





ewufo TOTAL 


INSEXi :S2.33 -CHS: -3.69 


•scses: 


PAftxiLEL KAXxer SHAxe pxrcE i:st for SA?VR:<Ar 


:C&6Jq7 


,790 

.440 

CENTRAL eE.9.STORACE 

ejk ^ 8 

c.:9 

• 

1700 

550 

. 57 

. ! 5 

.92- 

.850 

.510 

JOR. TRADE RAC. 

14.4 

0 . 9 : 

Ul 

5520 

3:33 

.55 

.94 

•*: •. m 

.880 

.700 

uu;0N :kv. 90< 

68.8 

:.C3 

18 

76-s: 

i76-.2 


• 

m 

1.060 

.#70 

ARAB PIS. INVEST. 

« 

C.92 

e 

7?»iJ 

1583 

.47 

6 4h 

1 1* - 

n .980 

. .90 

al-9aul:yah 75 ^ 

19.9 

C.90 

% 

1521 

684 

.79 

. ro 

. 

N l.OSO 

ISO 

UtriTES FOR PINAN.XN*.’ 

9 

:.cc 

5 

300 : 

3S5C 

.H5 

.55 

• 

.810 

.910 

ARAB rOOC 9 NE9. 

E 

C.9: 

4 

22C2 

1289 

6 

. Vw 

.Cl- 

1.760 

1.100 

NATL. CHLORINE 

E 

c.o: 


:occ 

:4:o 

1.43 

: .49 

.Cl- 

.700 

.490 

ARAB ISTL.irr.’.TRO. 

9 

Z»m% 

15 

50999 

35450 

. 

J.'2 

• Jt! * 

.930 

.910 

NATL. TEXTiLE 


c.:: 


lOCl 

bOO 

6 

li*" 

.f. • 

1.030 

•00 

HATL.HULT . ENO . NAK : ro 



24 

25:90 

17018 

.47 

. •»'* 

• N 1 

.770 

30 

IMTZAR 91E5 6 HO'JLDS 

i 

5.92 

* 

210 

110 

.63 

■ 

• 

1.010 

20 

JOROAN STECL 

g 

C.99 

• 

1:0 

32F 

. *6 

• 

■ 

1.310 

1.030 

UNIMI TOBACCO ?9 ' 

E 

C.C2 

5 

7362 

$454 

1 .£)>, 

: .c» 

• 

.810 

'70 

RA:Z PKARK. 69' 

Z 

W4 "1 

• C 

6992 

190C 


.60 

iC: • 

.810 

-j90 

:n9s. s;». 

29.9 

2.d: 


25190 

:CS65 

• >84 


• “T • " 

.58C 

j60 

TEXTILE HANUP. 


C .99 


-99 

192 


.4" 

• w i • 

.900 

■OO 

PEARL CAM. P, CONV. 

£ 

'wpCC 

21 

:i78 

;6l? 

. 69 



.850 

990 

NATL. WJLTPT 

z 

9.0C 

•• 

20900 

6490 

.56 

6 f*8 

. 93 - 

K .950 

SQO 

ARAB IJPT. F&09 PACT. 

64.5 

C.91 

J 

lOir 

41S 

.83 

.43 

- 

N 1.900 

910 

KIO.SAST COMPLEX 

7.7 

o.ct 

>4 

55100 

>6906 


. btx 

. 0 : - 

CflA.’TD TOTAL 





:>D 

384:18 

139157 

4^^ 




* s N«w 12 iM.-ncAa lew 
N : Lined ctvrino ctve p**L 13 esntna 
r : P/B rac 1* 100 or Eore 
9 $ Keqmw ?/E 

e I earnleg :e eere or N/A toe the oost recv.nc /eer 




THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
Oy Henn Arnold «nd M.ha Arsewn 


Unscramble Uicso <eur Jumbus. 
one loner lo cacti square, is term 
lour ordinary words 


Cn 

iUDOl 

\A 


1 

r 


□ 

□ 

□ 


eiM &aw(Mi 


CASIB 


1 — 1 

rn 

r 



n 

L_J 







- 

■lift'""'' 


HARDIS 


TT 


CHEELK 


r-s r-5 




neepsp ch a 

PlYeR SCAT C^^\KO. 



Now arrange the ended loners is 
form itic surprise snswt. ss s-ug- 
gesiod oy me abc.'C caMoon 

T 


wy V V f r“TT"T“T^ 

Print answer here: ^ | I A J f, -f A A ^ ^ 


'<lmeiUa/5 


(Answers lomorraw) 

jumaes: CABEL EAGLE ARMORY INWARD 

Answsr: vflv 'cn ^ 

alone - THEY WERE WEU ARMED 
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DA J ANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 




FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Sbmeisant, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in AI Rabia 
area, third floor. 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 610609 
Fax: 810520 > 


FOR YOUR 
\ Advertisement ^* 

^ f JolSan '^1'^ 


9I1JU0IIAIG 

Pro fewton d Qualinlia 
1 Hour Service 

Ocvdop your' ookmr fiba M 
o« ud gei:- 

• jummo 


rrmm 

ao 


•alervv' 

JC JO CM 


Shawbini Opp. Griodlajn 
Bank. Phone: OMM2 
Swcfich Id: 823B91 


•CLILAM.NG SEKVICLS 

PUBLIC I-LKES 

..\IAINTK\ANCE ,SER\ ICFLS 
HEATIXF .SY.STBJS& 
PLUMIilNC. 

-FOR RENT; 
DauXL VILLAS AND 
R.ATS laR-MSHEDi 
INFUHMSHFJ) 


.•T* -t 


t^%9^-829^ 




Ml 


■CAL CSTATC 


FOR 
r RENT 

I ^ Dl'IuXL VllldS 

0 Appoumems 
in Amman 


Fbr details please cell 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 




Teppanyaki ! 
Sashimi \ 
Sushi ! 




For Res. 812997 - 874118 
aiccc.1 St. Ofioud Comer 



cnewm MOitL 


• INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

- SAUNA. JACU2ZI & 
MASSAGE 

- FITNESS ROOM 

- TENNIS & SQUASH 

COURTS 


TEL: 758180 ! 

Radio & TV Station Rd. 




FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTME.NTS 
FURNISHED OR 
U.NFURNISHED 

dAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 




rKL :fi‘W69 

I' A\ : 704414 


Ha|)pi|0aqsEf^ 

SMjta £SeAuU 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
10A.U-1A.M 
Tel. 5537199 
Fax 898537 

Umm Utlulna 
bebiad Sen Ro^ 
Botel 


FOR YOUR L 
Advertisement 


in 


c 


Jordan 

Times 


Call tel: 



667171 ext 223 


PIZZA GRANDE: 

\ue tiii ::p ts: 

. ; : , ■ 

' TnAeOniV 

JT STUFFED P/ZZ>t -c. 

Ul(M (ClKtlB^Irl ^ 

.> PANP 122 A -C! 

iP" |7».» »T-ickCrttU) 

^ ITALIAN Sandwiches 

•X . .J.Jc.i. -..V 



Tkt Moat Irms B* 71* UM lUrMc 

AHMil ~ Atelu 
SupttNtoco 

Tel. 688471 ExL 32 
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10 Sports 


Saudis take 


Asian Cup 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Saudi Arabia won their 
third Asian Cup when they 
beat host nation the United 
Arab Emirates 4*2 in a 
penalty shoot-out here on 
Saturday. 

It was a dramatic win for 
a ten-man Saudi team who 
have justly earned the title 
as Asia's ^st team. 

For the UAE, appearing 
in the final for the first dnie 
in their history, it was a 
heartbreak end to a cam- 
paign that saw them con- 
found the pundits by going 
so far. 

But the hopes of a show- 
piece final never materi- 
alised. 

The UAE:. traditionally 
late starters, could have 
been in from after only 20 
minutes when a long ball 
sent Adnan A1 T^yani 
streaking into the box. But 
his freice shot was bril- 
liantly saved by 
Mohoimnad AI Daeyea. 
who managed to get a hand 
to the ball. 

Defender Abdullah 
Zulwom quickly swept the 
•loose ball away from the 
area. 

Al Talyaoi had a second 
chance minutes into the 
second half, when Zuhair 
Bkhait beat two men in the 
area before driving the ball 
across the goalmouth. 

Somehow, from only six 
yards out and with the goal 
at his mercy. Al Talyani 
.s-rooped it high over the 
bar. 

Saudi chances were few 
and far betweeen and their 
midfield trio of KhoJid AI 
Temawi. Yousif Al 
ThuDaian and Khalid Al 
Masaod failed to stamp 
their authority on the game. 

It was 33 minutes into the 
firrt' half-before' " 'Saudi 
posed their 'frfiit- serious 
threat to the UAE goal 


AI 


when Mohammad 
Jahani ast£d:>bed through a 
pass that split the home 
defence. 

But Fahad Mahalel's 
drive from just outside the 
si.x-yard box was saved by 
Muhsin Fairouz — the b^I 
bouncing off his face and 
going into touch. 

With the tension at break- 
ing point, the match threat- 
ened to explode as tempers 
' grew shorter in the dying 
minutes. Malyasian referee 
Mohammad Nazri 

Abdullah was having trou- 
ble trying to keep control. 

The UAE's Hassan 
Ahmud was lucky to 
remain in the game when 
his anger spilt over and he 
grabb^ Saudi defender 
Omar Hussain by the 
throaL 

Referee Abdullah pulled 
him to one side and told 
him to calm down. 

Hussain was not so lucky 
minutes later when he 
brought Ahmed down in a 
tit-for-tat tackle. 

The referee promptly 
pulled out the yellow card 
and booked him but it did 
little to help the mood as 
players continued to m'g- 
gle, especially Hussain. 

Three minutes from time 
after another ugly tackle 
the referee had had enough 
and sent the defender off. 
The only suiprise was that 
he bad managed to stay on 
the field so long. 

With both teams clearly 
exhausted, being reduced 
to ten men for extra-time 
had little effect Neither 
side bad the strength to 
keep up any form of pres- 
sure. 

And in the shoot-out it 
was the more experienced 
Saudis Who kept their 
nerve to dash the UAE’s 
Lingering hopes of on upset. 
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Al Faisali and Al Wihdat 


remain on top of standings 


By Rou&n Nahhas 

Special to the JonJwi Tunes 


AMMAN — A heated competidon is awaiting 
soccer fans here in Jordan next Friday as the 
Kingdom's top soccer teams — Al Faisali and 
Al Wihdat — clash in the final match of tlK 
Kingdom's Rremier League soccer compen- 
tion. 

Topping the league standings with 40 points 
each. AI Faisali and Al Wibdat will face each 
other to detemiine the winner of the 
Kingdom's last soccer competidon of 1996, Al 
Wihdat w’on the Jordan Cup competition which 
concluded last month. 

Following the conclusion of the 17th week, 
positions at the top of the srandings remained 
unchanged; some teams have made import^t 
strides towards improving their overall point 
total and some are still strug glin g to avoid rel- 
egation. 

Supported by 3,000 fans at Al Hassan 
Stadium in the nonhem city of libid, AI Faisali 
on Friday managed a 1 -0 win over Al Ramtha, 
which d^ite the loss maintained their third 
place spoL The win kept AI Faisali atop the 
standings, leading over A! Wihdat only on 
point difference. Al Ramtha played in a very 
oiganised way trying to improve their position 
in the staixUn^ but Al Faisali were mote than 
lucky when a long-range ^V3t in the 36th 


Schedule (all matches stan at 2:30) 


Saudi Arabian forward Mohammad Kilawi (left) jumps for the bail with (JAC def- 
fender Abdul Hussein during their .‘\sian Cup final in Abu Dhabi Saturday (AIfP photo) 


Iran clinch third place 


ABU DH.ABI (R) — Iran 
clinched third place in the 


Asian Cup by winning 3-2 
on penalties against Kuwait 
after a I-l draw on 
Saturday. 

Iranian goalkeeper 

Ahmad Abedzadeh dived to 
his right to push out 
Kuwait's last spot kick by 
striker Jassem Al Huwaidi 
and secure the best finish by 
Iran in any competition 
since the last of three Asian 
Cup titles In 19-76. 

Abedzadeh had saved the 



spot kick of Jamal Abdul 
Rahman after Iran's 
Motrnba Mohorrami had hit 
rhe po-Ai and Kuwait's Sami 
Al-Lenqawi missed die tar- 
get. 

The match ended M after 
90 minutes. No extra time 
was played. 

Hosts the United Arab 
Emirates face favourites 
Saudi Arabia in the final 
later on Saturday. 

Iran striker Ali Daei, who 
mi.ssed a penalty kick in the 
semifinal shoot-out defeat 
to Saudi Arabia, finished 
the tournament on a high 
note. 

Daei grabbed a 40th 


minute equaliser in spectac- 
ular fashion lo end the tour- 
nament with eight goals 
from six games. He dived 
inside the penalty area to 
head home a cross from the 
left by Mehrdad Minavand. 

Houwoidi had given 
Kuwait the lead in the ISth 
minute. Receiving the ball 
from the right, he dummied 
superbly to slip his marker 
and slot home ’f^mi '-fO 
metres. " ' ^ 

The Iranians had the bet- 
ter of the chances in the 90 
minutes but were repeatedly 
denied by a string of fine 
saves by Falah Al Majidi. 


minute of 
the first half 
by striker 
Hassouneh 
She'ikh hit 
the post to 
find its 
into the 

nets. 

Al Ram- 
tha step-ped 
up its 

attacks in 
the seemd 
half and had 
several 


Wed. 

Al Ahli-Al Hussien 
Thursday 

Al Jaziteh-Ai Ramtha 
Friday 

AJ C^sieh-Kufrsoum 
Alqoqazi-S. Hussien 
Al Faisali- Al Wihdat 


Amman 


Amman 


Irbid 

Mafraq 

Amman 


S tanding s after 17th week 


Lebanon to host Asian Cup finals 


.\BU DHABI (AP) — 
Lebanon was chosen over 
China by the Asian Football 
Confederation (AFC) 
Saturday to host the next 
Asian Cup finals in 2000. 

Lebanese delegates 

announced the decision after 
the AFC met for two hours in 
the United Arab Emirates’ 
capital Abu Dhabi. 

Delegates representing 16 
counuies vot^ Lebanon 



iT/rt 


The alrnosphere of ohrlstmos for yoijr 
fomHy at bargab and prornotton prices 



HMvMIt 


received 14 votes, while 
China got two — from North 
Korea and South Konsa. 

"Tlius is a big victory. We 
bq?e we can employ this to 
help our coun^ in its recon- 
struction,** said Yousef 
Beijawi, a Lebanese ofScial 
who attended the voting ses- 
sion. 

He was referring to efforts to 
rebuild the N^tecranean 
Arab nation from the dev'asta- 
tion of its 1975-90 civil wan 

The UAE is currently host- 
ing the Xlth Asian Cup finals, 
wldch closed later Saturday 
with the final between the host 
countiy and Saudi Arabia. 


Lebanon was not among the 
12 teams which competed in 
die finals. Hosting Asia’s 
biggest soccer event will be 
seen as a further boost to the 
new image that Lebanon 
wants to portray as a country 
enjd^g peace and bent on 
regaining its {xe-war status as 
a major regional centre of 
business, culture and spiorts. 

’'This will give Lebanon a 
boost and it is a gift for the 
Lebanese ycxitfa wbo have 
risen after IS years of war and 
have their minds set on suc- 
ceeding," said Saleem Diab, 
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri’s 
env'oy to the AFC meetings. 


Cafe’ Reetaur^t 

TCMO HOTEL 


For. your health and happiness 








Chestnut, Celery & Gravy 


Hommous, Mutable. Tabbouleh, Fattoush, 
Kishkeh with Nuts, Fatayer Spinach i Sfeiha 


Special TV prosrAm for 
Christmas & our famous 
singer All 


7olien gilts tor your kids 



Chestnut. Celeiy & Gravy 




Telcon gVts ibr your Wd$ 


JD 1 3.00 /Person (No service charge) 


Por a maivellDus 


Ca fc 



JD 1 3.00 /Person (No service charge) 

bration 


R es la LI i'£i n ( 


01 Dec: 


Dl Music of the year 
surprise AiBblc entertainer 
Guest Band - D/ - Gifts - Prizes 


http : //www.jordan-kuwait-bank.com 
E.mail : jkbank@go.com.jo 


Hommous, Tabbouleh, Fattoush. 
Fatayer. Spinach. Sfeiha & Kabab 

In French Wine Sauce 
Seafood and Chicken 


Vi3.a.Vis 

VPSTAIRS 
MMB9cqf SirvNf 
■ifpilH table cmemmr 

60 - 7S Persons * 


GOREN BRIDGE 


Wrm OMAR SHARIF 
a TANNAH HIRSCH 
eiaas TtaraMidB SMbM, ta 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


- As Sooth, Tuinerable, you 


clubs. Bid (bur dubs. 


aAQ ^J4 OKI08762 

What is 3 rour apeoing bid? 


«KS 


A - Your problem. iTyou choose to 
opeu one diamoi ' ' ' 


load, is what do you 
rehid after almoetaoy response 
(nm partner. Two diamimrifl would 
be an underbid, and a jump in dia- 
nunds oeerstates the quality of the 
suiL Wlnr not proteixl one of your 
WDUtSi 


QA - As South, Tulnerable, you 
bold: 


*J73 QSg <*yAt064 4J1068 
Parbier opens the with 
dob. What do you respond? 


dianwods is a 'dub gmi open one no 
trump with a hand that is essen- 
tiaily balanced? 


Q. 2 • As South, vulnerable, nm 
bold: 


|a - Since partner miidit have inifr 

ated the auction on a threMard 
dub suit, you don't want to raise 
limmediatdy. You have a 

nine pdnta with an honor in eveiy 

A responae of one no bump 
describea this hand perfectly. 


ASS P96 OA9S AAJ76S2 


Q.5 • Ndtber vulnerable, as 
South you hdd: 


Hiefaiddins haa proceeded* 
NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
lA Pasi 24 Pus 

Sa Pm 7 

What do you bid now? 


A107 ^94 OKS AAK10664 


A - You are in slam temtoiy, snri 
no spado raise will describe your 
band adequately. St^ with an 
advance cue-bid of (bur 
then support spades at your 
turn. 


SOOTH 
1* 

2* 

7 

What action do you taU? 


Pm 

Pm 


NORTH 

17 

SNT 


EAST 

Pass 

PM 




■ iFc 
RSSrWi 


GIFTS di TXm 
Mw 4 SK SbeoM* tar «a IB 2M I 


JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 

The Bank who cares 


6’ 


^a4r- 


\lil 

In 

n — 

Lj 

iJD 
1 — 1 




NiCiita r>" 




Q.3 - East-West vulnerable, ag 
Sooth you bold: 


7Q1074 OASJIO AQ9B3 


Hie biddini 
SOUTH 
10 Dfal 

Pm 3a 


A • While you have a wrtnrwi»..w, (q 

te^ of hi^ earda, your good she- 

rard suit, intermediate car^ and 

honor in panaerh suit merit accep- 
tance. Shweyouhaveruffingvel- 

M and partner could t 

a*9<ard heart suit, give him a 
unce of eonfaocta with a delayed 
heart raise. Bid three beaita. 


NORTH 

Bdbl 

Pm 


EAST 

2a 

Pm 


Q* a - Nsather vulnsTable: as 
South yon bold: 


What action do you tabs? 


A - This ia your band — partner's 
red<^Io means your side has a 
ambiaed 22 points et least Why, 
tJm, did Nomi not double? For nil 
North knew, the enemy wore head- 
ed four spadesl Since partner 
could not rain diamonds and pnb- 
ably does not have more than gve 
or six maieiVBuit cards, odds are in 


^KSS <M106S 0764 *Sa 
Partw opens tbe bidding with one 
club. What do you reapood? 


A - Bid one heart rather than one 


four-card auita upuielS& That 

uaures Uiot no 4-4 6t will be 
nuased Should you ehoM to show 
3^ strcsiger m^jor, a one-no- 
' ^ partner could lose a 

Bosrt utg porhapa evan a 













CINEMA TEL634144 

PHiLflDELPHIR 


CINEMA 


PHILADELPHIA “1” 
Richard Gere...in 

PRIMAL FEAR 

PHILADELPHIA “2” 

VIRTUOSITY 


A, Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 / 


TEL:699238 

PLRZH 




The Hunchback of 


nil 


Shows: 11:00. 12:30. 3:15. 5:00, 5;30 


* THE ROCK 

•Shows; 8:30,10:30 


CINEMA TEL:677420 

CONCORD 



CONCORD “1” 

Sharon Stone & Izabelle Adjanl...in 


Shows: 12:30.'3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 10:30 


CONCORD “2” 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Rmmoun Theatre & Cinema 
TEL: 618274-618275 



Nabi 




Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 
Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubishat 
t Play starts 8:30 p,m. 


& Hisham's Theatre 
TEL: 625155 


The theatre is closed from 
Dec, 15, 1996 until the st^rt 
of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan in order to prepare 
for a new play entitled 

“Al Aman Ya Ho” 


V 




chances to equalise wasted them all 

On Thursday, Al Wibdat stayed at d» top 
with Al Faisali after a 3-0 win over Al Ahh 

TTiursday. ^ ^ u « A.r 

In the dying minutes of me tust nan. /u 

Wihdat's Munir Abu Haniash heac^ Jj? 
home despite a desperate attempt by Al Aplis 
ooal keeper Mohammad Abu I^oud to catch 
S. One minute later in tbe injury time, ^ 
Wihdat’s new recruit Anas Kamal scored his 

team's second goal. 

AJ Ahli, looking confused as a result or the 
two lightning goals, tried to adjust the score but 
for no vail. As they were tiying to organise, 19- 
year-old Kamal added his second and Ms 
team's third poal. 

In other notches ending the 17th week Al 
Jaziieh bear Al Qoqazi 3-1 . Al (^asidieh over- 
came AJ Hussien 4-0 and Shabab Al Hussein 
defeated Kufir Soum 1-0. 


Ml 


Team 

P 

W 

D 

L 

Gf 

Ga 

2?^ 

Faisali 

17 

12 

4 

1 

40 

12 

: 40 • 

Wihdat 

17 

12 

4 

1 

36 

7 

40 V 

Ramtha 

17 

8 

S 

4 

23 

-15 

.29 " ^ 

Ahli 

17 

6 

7 

4 

31 

24 

"25': 

Qadisieh 

17 

5 

6 

6 

26 

26 


Hussien 

17 

5 

7 

5 

22 

25 

2f.: 

Jazireh 

17 

5 

4 

8 

14 

18 

i^r 

S. Hussien 

17 

3 

5 

9 

23 

31 

.• 

KuCrsoum 

17 

2 

6 

9 

16 

31 

12:.: 

Qoqazi 

17 

1 

4 

12 

12 

45 

7 ■ 
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MCENROE HOLDS CUP AFTER WINNING EXHIBITION MATCH: John McEn- 
roe dispUys his trophy uncr winning the ’“Nike Cup*\ a benefit tennis exhibition, in 
New York Friday. Pete Sampras. Andre Agussi, Jim Courier, and McEnroe played 
in six 20 minute round-robin singles mutches in the event The <me-night event ben- 
entted the Tim and Tom Gullikson Foundation (Reuters photoj 

Mitchell sets world short course 
record for 200m breaststroke 


MELBOURNE. Ausiruliu 
(AFP) — Ausiraliun Ryun 
Mitchell smashed die wcirlJ 
record for 200 metres 
breusisiroke in u special 
lime trial at the Australian 
Short Course Swicnitiinu 
Chumpionships here lute 
SuluDilay. 

Mitchell a I car-old 
from south Australia, 
clocked 2 minutes 07.t^ 
seconds to clip I). I4.s from 
the previous world record 
established in the same 
pool by his training partner 
Phillip Rogers in 

The Atlanta Olympian 
ihonghi his chances nf 
breaking the world record 
were dashed when judges 
disquaiifed him for an 
incorrect turn in the morn- 
ing heats. 

He was disqualified lor a 
non-sinuilianeiius rum ai 


the 75 metre mark and 
despite a protest from his 
cuiich Glen Beringen and 
supporting video evidence 
the jury of appeal dismissed 
the protest. 

Mitchell wus then granted 
u special lime trial by .Aus- 
tralian swimming ofiiciuls. 

"I knew us soon sis Phil 
set (hut world record buck 
in 1993 that one day 1 
would return here myself to 
have a crack at iu*' .Vlitchell 
said. 

*'] have trained and pre- 
pared myself for this world 
record attempt and what a 
great Christmas present.'* 

” In a funher twist, tlie 
swinuner who took 

Mitchell's place in the 
final. Queensland's Hayden 
Ruuch won the gold medal. 

In '..he lead-up to 

Milchelfs swim. .Australian 


head couch Don Talbot 
arranged for a selected Auk- 
truliun men's 4x100 metre.s 
I'reesiylc relay team to have 
a crack ui tlie Common- 
wealth record. 

I'he team of Michael 
Klim, Richard Upton. 
Dwiide Sheehan and Jeff 
English hud earlier finished 
first, second, third and 
fniirih in the individual 100 
metres nnal. 

Not only diil (hey smash 
the previous Common- 
wealth record by .3.09s but 
Klim made it a double eelc- 
bruiiun with his own indi- 
vidual Commonwealth 
m.irk of 4S..>Ss to le.*id off 
the relay. 

It was Klim's sixth indi- 
vidual Aasiralian nr Aus- 
cruliun all-comers record in 
the first three days of the 
sliori-conrse meet. 


Man credited with success of 
women’s tennis dead at 68 


SAN FRANCISCO (APi 
— Jerry Diamond, former 
executive director r»f the 
Women's Tennis .Assueia- 
[ion. died .Monday at age 
68. He had been ill with 
colon cancer. 

"li is a very s.id day for 
all of tennis." said WT.A 
Chief Executive .Ann Per- 
son Worcester. ‘Jerry was 
a iruilblu/er in .s<i many 
ways and always a great 
riiampion of the tour. He 
leaves behind an important 
legacy in women's tennis 
and u void that will be 
very difficult to fill.". 

Diamond directed i.he 
tour from 1974 to 19S.*' 
and is credited with mak- 


ing tennis the most lucra- 
tive profe.ssional sport for 
women.. 

He left his jitb as an 
advertising salesman for 
ihc San Fruicisco in 1969 
UI open his own public 
rel.thons and advertising 
company. His re!atu«nshlp 
with tennis began in 1971. 
when iie was asked to 
serve as director for a 
woman’s toumanient in 
San Francv^-cii. 

It was the second profes- 
sional toiirnamenl. and he 
turned it imo a prolilahle 
venture in two years. 

After that success. WTA 
olticials jsked him to laJie 
over the asMieiairon in 


1974, when its total purse 
was less tlian $i million. 
When he left 1 1 years 
later, that Hgure had 
climbed uv $14 million. 

Diamond later heeuine 
president of Roller Hevk- 
ey Inieniitiional and was 
owner and maniiger of the 
San I'rdiiciseo Inter- 
national Auto Show. 

Diamond is survived by 
his vvife. three sons, a 
daughter and seven grand- 
children. 


Knicks use 76ers ’ futile 3rd 
quarter as springboard 


PHILADELPHIA <Rl — 
Allan Houston scored .32 
points and Patrick Ewing 
21 a.s the New York Knicks 
allowed just 10 pivinis in the 
third quarter in handing the 
Philadelphia 76crs Lheir 
ninth .straight loss. 110-103 
till Friday. 

Ewing also grabbed 14 
rebounds and Larry Jolui- 
son scored 1.9 points for 
New York, which won for 
the eighth time in nine 
games. John Storks made 
.six free throws in the final 
42 seconds for die Knicks, 
who were 17-for-20 from 
the foul line in ihe foiinh 
quaner 

"This is what it’s all 
about.” Ewing .said. "Any 
given night, any player is 
capable of getting big num- 
bers and tonight it was 
Allen. We stepped it up 
defensively.” 

In AtJania, ex-Net MiKtk- 
ic Bluylock scored I Oof his 
Id points in a 19-3 llrst- 
quarter run us the Atlanta 
Hawks claimed Uicir fifth 
straight win and ninth in a 
row at home, cruising past 
shonhanded New Jersey. 


Stoichkov 
may have 
played last 
game for 
country 

SOFIA (R) — \foiatile 
.striker Hristo Stoichkov 
may have played his lost 
game for &ilgaria. 

His demand for changes 
to the Bulgarian Football 
Union's hierarchy 

appeared to have fallen on 
deaf curs on Friday when 
Ivan Slavkov was re-elect- 
ed president at un extraor- 
dinary congress, called 
after complaints about the 
union management. • 
Stoichkov, who Hew 
from Barcelona to attend 
the congre.s.s a.s a guest, left 
before the results of the 
vote were announced but 
had vowed he would quit 
playing for the national 
side if the immagemeni was 
not replaced. 

Stoichkov, widely rccog- 
ni.sed as Bulgaria's most 
gifted player, criticised 
union official.s for axing 
former coach Diinitar 
Penev and dropping his 
nephew Lyubosluv Penev 
from the national team. 

He also look a swipe at 
the union for accommodat- 
ing die team at "u low siun- 
liard” hotel in Scarborough 
during the European 
Chumpion.ships in England 
earlier this year. 

"A liquidation of the 
national soccer team has 
been perlbrmed within the 
lust year," Stoichkov told 
(he congress. 

Asked whether Slo- 
ichkov’s absence would 
olTeci the national teatn, 
Slavkov said: "This i.s not a 
grocery. It is up to him 
whether he plays.” 
Slavkov'.s reappointment 
will plcu.se Hri.sto Bonev, 
head coach of the nuiionul 
side. He said on Thursday 
he would resign if the con- 
gress elected a president 
with whom he wiu; unable 
to work. 


NBA ROUNDUP 


American Furniture For Sale 

Kinkaid Queen Ann dining room - (solid cherry), solid 
hiahogany dining room - solid pine dining room 
solid maple dining room ■ big dining table with ten 
chaii^ - (solid mahogany), cherry dining table with six 
chairs, 3 youth bedrooms, single beds, twin beds, 
head boards, sliding door TV unit, entrance mirrors ' 
(different sizes), end tables, consols, antigue office 
chair, dining tables - brass and wood lamps, kitchen 
table with six chairs (Windsor style), antique stereo 

cabinet. 

_For more Information call: 813298 Yaser 


FOR SALE 

Bedroom (solid pine), living room 
(oak), electrical appliances and other 
things. 

Please contact Hutntnar Tel.: 839183 

Furnished Or Unfurnished 
Apartment For Rent 

Consisting of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, L-shaped 
salon & dining area, veranda, kitchen. 

Location: Tla'a Al Ali, near Mecca Street, the street 
before Dana Commercial Centre. 

Call Tel: 5532007 


109-93. 

Steve Smith scored 20 
puinis and seven assists, 
Eldridge Recu.sner added 
iS points and Chri.stian 
Uieiiiier aintribiiied 16 
I'Hiinis and 1 1 boards i'lvr the 
Hawks, who led 68-40 at 
halftime and built a 32- 
puint cushion midway 
through the third quarter. 

"Our game has been 
great, il'.s nothing we try 
and do special, just try and 
go in and play hard and win 
the ball game and have fun, 
especiiUry at home,” 
Dikemba Muroniho said. 
"We'a* ro’ing lo bring the 
cnnvd hack here and e.stab- 
lish a home udvanuge.” 

In Cleveland. Tyrone Hill 
had 21 points and 13 
rebounds and Terrell Bran- 
don added .six of his 19 
points during a decisive 
third-quarter run. leading 
the Cleveland Cavaliers to 
their season-high fourth 
straight win. 91-82 over the 
Tvironio Raptors. 

Brandon also handed oui 


eight assists and Danny 
Ferry contributed 12 points 
for the Cavaliers. 

Brandon hit all six of his 
free-lhrow attempts, 

stretching hi.s sirenk to 45. 
Cnrlos Rogers scored 18 
pv>int.s for Toronto. 

In Denver. Bryant Stith 
scored 1 1 of his 29 points in 
the opening quaner as the 
Denver Nuggets raced to a 
13-point lead and never 
trailed, knocking oft the 
Vancouver Grizzlies, lOR- 
93 in a Midwest division 
matchup. 

Dale Ellis scored 24 
points and Enin Johnson 
added 19 fur Denver, which 
broke open a 9-9 game by 
going on :i 21-9 run in the 
first quaner. 

.At Indiana, Lind.sey 
Hunter scv>red 20 points 
and Grant Hill added IS 
points, nine rebounds and 
six a.s.sists to lead the 
Detroit Pistons to their 
Ibunh straight win. 84-75 
over the Indiana Pacers. 

Otis Thorpe contributed 


16 points and 15 rebounds 
for Detroit, which ha.s won 
nine of its last 10 games. 

Reggie .Miller had IS 
points and Travis Best 
added 15 for Indiana, which 
had its ihree-gaine winning 
streak halted. 

‘This is very disappoint- 
ing. We have to w in more at 
home and play better in the 
middle,” .said Pacers for- 
ward .Antonio Davis. "We 
were flat and they just 
played beucr." 

In Orlando. John Stock- 
ton scored 22 points, 
including seven during u 
key fourth-quuner run. and 
handed out 15 assists as the 
Utah Jazz defeated the 
Orlando Magic, 9S-93 for 
their 18ih w in in 2U games. 

Karl .Malone scored 20 
pi.iinis and grabbed six 
rebounds, leaving him four 
bvjard.s shy of becoming the 
1 1 rh player in .\B.A history 
to gei 20,000-poinr anil 
1 0.lijO rebc>unds. 

In Portland, Isaiah Rider 
sciired 1 2 of his 1 8 points in 


the decisive third quaner as 
the Ponland Trail Blazers 
snapped a three-game los- 
ing stj^ok w'iih a 107-77 
victory over the Dallas 
Mavericks. 

Ponland used a pair of 
runs and ouiscored the 
Mavericks. 31-10, in the 
third quaner to take their 
largest lead, SO-55. 

Clifford Robinson scored 
21 points and Gary Trent 
came off the bench to con- 
tribuie IS points and nine 
rebounds for the Trail Blaz- 
ers. 

In Seattle, Gary Pavion 
scored I0ofhis24poinisin 
a huge third-quaner run and 
Deilef Schrempf added 22 
as the Seattle Siipersonics 
defeated the Los .Angeles 
Clippers for the 'l4ih 
straight time, 102-86. 

Payton and Schrempf 
combined for 19 poini.s in 
the third quaner. when the 
Supersonics ouiscored the 
Clippers, 38-11. 

Sam Perkins scored 14 
points. Shawn Kemp 
grabbed 12 rebounds and 
Payton handed out 1 1 
assists for Seattle. 


Cruyff hits crisis-ridden Barcelona with new law suit 


BARCELONA (Rj — For- 
mer Barcelona coach Johan 
Cruyff has lodged a case of 
defumarion of character 
against club president Jose 
Lui.s Nunez. 

His lawyer Damian Teiles 
said the law suit related to 
remarks made by Nunez 
after Cruyft' was sacked in 
May. 

In a licuied press confer- 
ence made the day after fir- 
ing the Dutchman, Nunez 
accused Cruyft' of favour- 
ing hi.s ison Jordi over other 
squad members, of using 
players who were still 
recovering from injuries 


and of selling hU support to 
candidates in club elec- 
tions. 

Cruyff has opened a 
series of other cases 
because of allegedly unpaid 
wages and bonuses but last 
month decided against 
opening u criminal case for 
>lander against Nunez. 

Since then Barcelona 
have been hit by u series of 
problems following the 2-0 
defeat at arch-rivals Real 
Madrid. 

Albert Ferrer's admission 
that he had received an 
offer from Real, together 
with criticism of the club 


board for not paying former 
resen e players os much as 
foreign impons brought an 
impassioned reaction from 
Nunez. 

‘Those who humiliate the 
club ... have their days 
numbered.” he threatened. 

.Angry fans reacted by 
spraying Graflni criticising 
Nunez and team coach 
Bobby Robson on the walls 
of the Comp Nou Stadium, 
and demonstrators carry'ing 
placard.s were dragged 
away by security guards 
ami^i ugly scenes during 
Thursday's training ses- 
sion. 


To add to the problems, 
top striker Ronaldo 
returned to Barcelona with 
criticisms of Robson'.s 
strategy. 

"I feel more comfort- 
able... playing with the 
Brazilian team,” he said. 

Ferrer ha.s abandoned his 
plans (0 move to Madrid 
but has paid for his per- 
ceived disloyalty by being 
dropped from the squad for 
Sunday’s game against 
Celta Vigo. 

The match is likely to see 
fresh protests against the 
club management. 









Sale Dates! December 22nd Thru December 24th, 1996 
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Settlers, Palestinians clash in tense Hebron 



HEBRON (Agencies) — 
Clashes broke out between 
Palestinian residents and 
Israeli setders and soldiers 
in Hebron Saturday, as a 
U.S. mediator was set to 
resume mediation between 
Israelis and Paiesdnians. 

Soldiers in helmets, with 
guns cocked, hit. kicked and 
punched stone-throwing 
Palestinians after Gghts 
broke out between Jewish 
settlers and Palestinians in 
the city. At least one 
Palestinian was beaten 


A Palestinian man, his face bloodied after being violently arrested by Israeli police in 
Hebron on Saturday, leans with his hands tied behind his back from the rear door of a 
police jeep as he is taken to detention iReuters photo) 


unconscious. 

The rising tensions fol- 
lowed accusadoos by 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat that U.S. envoy 
Dennis Ross, who was to 
arrive late Saturday to medi- 
ate flagging peace talks 
between Israel and the 
PaJestiruans. was biased in 
Israel's favour. 

Mr. Ross was expected to 
meet with Mr. Ar^at later 
Saturday, and with Israeli 
Prime Miiuster Benyamin 
Netanyahu on Sunday in an 
effort to help break the dead- 
lock in negodations over a 
long-delay^ Israeli troop 
redeployment From Hebron. 

Satur^y's fighting broke 
out along the main road run- 
ning alongside Jewish sede- 
ments in Hebron's Old City. 
Some 200 Jewish settlers, 
many of them armed. 
e.xchanged blows and insults 
with 100 Palestinian resi- 
dents before IsraeU troops 
intervened to separate them. 

Several Paiesdnians were 
beaten and kicked by Israeli 
troops before some were 
taken away in police vans. 
One Palestinian was taken to 
hospital with a bloody nose 
and mouth. 

It was unclear -what 
sparked the latest round of 
confrontation. 

Palestinian witnesses said 


the incident began when set- 
tlers assaulted Palestinian 
grade school students on 
their way home from 
school. They said the set- 
tlers. Jewish' seminary stu- 
dents. were dancing in the 
street in, celebration of the 
Jewish Sabbath. 

“When the Palestinian stu- 
dents walked by, the settlers 
started pulling their hair,” 
said Haradah Zarouh, a 
Palestinian resident of 
Hebron. “I saw one settler 
hitting students with his belL 
Then everything broke loose 
and people from both sides 
gathered.” 

Jewish settlers refused to 
talk to reporters. 

Israel Radio said the inci- 
dent started in a scuffle 
between a Palestinian girl 
and a Jewish settler girl. 
Both were detained for 
questioning by tiie Israeli 
police, the report said. 

“Don't ccy. Raise your 
head up high, you are a 
hero.** an old man smd to an 
I i -year-old girl as police 
roughly pushed her into a 
police von. 

Israeli troops arrested sev- 
eral Palestinian youfiis after 
dozens pelted the nx)ops 
with stones and tomatoes. 

Settlers clapped as Israeli 
troops carried out arrests and 
pushed back the Palestinians 
who had gathered at the site. 
Settlers also pushed and 
kicked reporters trying to 
record the events. 

Earlier, settlers threw plas- 
tic pi{^ and eggs at 
Palestinians trying to enter 
an office of the Palestinian 
Islamic Trust on the same 
street, which overseas 
mosques and other Islamic 
holy sites. Setders blocked 
the doorway of the building 
for se\'eral minutes before 
Israeli troops cleared them 
away. 


Negotiations over the 
troop redeployment in the 
city, which was agreed to in 
the autonomy accords 
signed between the two 
sides, have been deadlocked 
for several months. The 
sides have been unable to 
agree over Israel’s demands 
to intensify security arrange- 
ments for the 450 Jewish 
setders living amidst 
120,000 Palestinians. 

Mr. Netanyahu has 
demanded that Israeli 
troops, who are to remain in 
15 per cent of the city to 
gua^ the Jewish population 
and holy shrines, be allowed 
broader authorities than sdp- 
ulated in the original agree- 
ment in order to ensure the 
s^ety of the setders. 

The Palestinians, who 
would like to see the setders 
removed fiom the city, insist 
die agreement has already 
been signed. 

Mr. Ross, who has mediat- 
ed the talks in recent 
months, was to return 
Saturday. On Friday. Mr. 
Arafat said Mr. Ross “has to 
be an accurate mediator, not 
to be biased to the side of the 
Israelis.” 

Meanwhile, Palestinian 
officials were angered over 
Niir. Netanyahu’s policies to 
expand Jewish setdements 
in the West Bank and to 
build a Jewish complex 
inside an Arab neighbour- 
hood in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

*The Palestinian side is 
still committed to the peace 
process, but at the same time 
Israel is building setde- 
ments.” said a statement 
from the Palestinian cabinet 
late Friday. “The building of 
setdements is a real viola- 
tion of the agreements.” 

Egyptian President Hosm 
Mubarak on Saturday - 
rejected U.S. Secretary of 


State Warren Christopher's 
claim that Israel had made 
concessions to the 
Palestinians in the dead- 

locked Hebron negotiations. 

Mr. Arafat was “at my 
home yesterday. I did not 
understand there had been 
any Israeli concessions and I 
fear that (such comments) 
are part of a media cam- 
paign.” said Mr. Mubarak at 
a press conference with 
Greek President Costas 
Stephanopoulos in Cairo. 

The Egyptian Iead« said 
the “three main issues” 
blocking the Hebron talks 
“persist, and these sugges- 
tions (of concessions) are 
without substance.” . 

Mr. Christopher, announc- 
ing a decision to send 
Ross back to die region, said 
earlier this week that “the 
Israelis have made so^ 
moves in connection with 
Hebron. It is time for the 
Palestinians. Chairman 
Arafat, to respond to those 
moves, to reciprocate those 
moves.” 

But Mr. Mubarak rejected 
Mr. Christopher’s call to Mr. 
Arafat to yield ground in the 
talks. 

*‘We want things to be 
clear, the Palestinian con- 
cessions were made when 
the accords were si^ed 
with (former Israeli prime 
ministers) Yitzhak Rabin 
and Shimon Peres. So what 
are tiiese new ctmcessionsT' 
he said. 

The Palestinian cabinet, 
meeting late Friday, issued a 
statement condemning “the 
statements by certain State 
Department officials who 
are not describing fairly the 
state of the negotiations and 
do not realise the intransi- 
gence of Israel.” 


Institutionalised, genuine and active democracy is 
basic pillar of human rights, training course is told 


By Marla Bizri 

SpfcIttI in ihe Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Respect for 
human rights cun be 
ensured in an atmosphere 
of institutionalised, gen- 
uine and active democra- 
cy. activi.sis gathered for 
an Amman forum said 
Saturday. 

The emphasis was made 
at the closing ceremony of 
one-week training course 
for human rights activists 
organised by the Arab 
Organisation for Human 
Rights i.AOHR) and the 
Arab Institute for Human 
Rights ( AIHR). 

“Any discrimination 
based on race or colour or 
any other consideration is 
a violation of basic human 
rights.” said Labib 
Kamhawi. vice-president 
of die .AOHR. 

Such discrimination 
cannot prevail in a coun- 
try which has “an institu- 
tionalised. genuine and 
active democracy,” which 
thus becomes the basic 
pillar of respect for 
human rights, he added. 

Seventeen non-govern- 
mental organisations sent 
40 delegates to the train- 
ing course, named “the 
Suleiman Hadidi Course” 


after a leading activist, 
which focused on mecha- 
nisms designed to ensure 
respect for human rights 
in the Arab World. 

Senator Laila Sharaf. 
member of the AIHR. 
addressed participants 
stressing the increasing 
need for developing the 
concept of human rights 
not only in Jordan but also 
in the Middle East as a 
whole. 

She added that human 
rights activists must tack- 
le not only political rights, 
but a combination of 
social, economic, and 
civil rights. 

Ahmad AI Lawzi, speak- 
er of the Upper House of 
Parliament. said the 
Amman event was organ- 
ised in line with world- 
wide action towards the 
consolidation of human 
rights. 

“A comprehensive view 
of Islam would reveal its 
concentration on human 
rights in its emphasis on 
freedom, equality and jus- 
tice,” Mr. Lawzi cold the 
closing session. He called 
on all members of the 
society to work together 
to promote respect for 
human rights. 

Mr. Lawzi said the 


Jordanian Constitution 
thoroughly discusses the 
pillars of human rights 
and that the problem gen- 
erally lies in its imple- 
mentation. which he 
described as the responsi- 
bility not only of the gov- 
ernment but also of the 
citizens. 

Rakan Khaled Shayab. 
a participant in the train- 
ing course and a member 
of Yarmouk University's 
Human Rights Club, said 
the course involved work- 
shops concerning mecha- 
nisms of fact-finding and 
monitoring human rights 
violations in an objective 
manner regardless of 
individual beliefs and 


view'pornts. 

Noting that Jordan is a 
signatory to international 
conventions on human 
rights, the Yarmouk 
University student said 
Jordanian human rights 
activists should closely 
study government reports 
to determine their validity 
and objectivity. 

“Our respoQsibilicies, 
withiu our respective 
organisations, are to find 
facts objectively and com- 
pare national, internal and 
constitutional legislations 
with international regula- 


tions on human rights,” 
Mr. Shayab said. 

Yasser Ajlouni, also a 
course participant and a 
student at law at Yarmouk 
University, said the work- 
shop took a critical look at 
the legitimacy of certain 
laws. One of its findings 
was the “unconstitutional- 
ity” of the Jordanian elec- 
tion law, he said. 

AOHR President Hani 
Dahlah said the status of 
human rights in Jordan 
was progressing positive- 
ly- 

Speaking to the Jordan 
Times on the fringes of 
the meeting, Mr. Dahlah 
added that courses such 
as the one held in Amman 
signalled the start of a 
“new era” in respect to 
human rights. 

“Such courses increase 
the level of awareness of 
and the need to respect 
human rights,” he said. 
Participants are trained to 
“stand up" to violations 
of human rights and 
assume responsibilities, 
whether on a government 
level or on the level of 
non-govemmental organi- 
sations. he said. 


Freedom House censures Iraq, N. Korea, Cuba and Sudan 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Iraq. North Korea. Cuba and 
Sudan were listed as the 
world's most repressive 
countries in an annual 
report by Freedom House, a 
pro-democracy group. 

In its sun'ey, the New 
York bu.sed group said the 
number of free countries 
around the world grew in 
1996 from 76 to 79. more 
than 4] per cent of the 
world's 191 countries and 
the most since the surs'ey 
was launched in 1972. 

“The broadening of free- 
dom around the world indi- 
cates that democracy and 
the ideas of civil society are 
becoming a more perma- 
nent feature of the interna- 
tional landscape,” Freedom 
House President Adrian 
Koramycky wrote in an arti- 
cle accompanying the sur- 
vey. 

The survey said 2.26 bil- 
lion people — 39.2 per cent 
of global population — Live 


in “not free” societies. 

The group assess govern- 
ments based on their level 
of political fi^dom and 
civil liberties. 

It said Iraq. North Korea. 
Cuba and Sudan were the 
most repressive of 17 coun- 
tries that received its lowest 
rating. The others were 
Afghanistan. Bhutan, 
Burma. Burundi, China. 
Equatorial Guinea. Libya, 
Saudi Arabia, Somalia. 
Syria. Tajikistan. 

Turkmenistan and Vietnam. 

Of this group, the only 
one with a close relation- 
ship with the United States 
is Saudi .Arabia. 

T^e survey listed the fol- 
lowing as the top five gains 
for freedom in 1996: 

— The awarding of the 
Nobel Peace Price to 
Bishop Carlos Ximenes 
Belo and Jose Ramos Horta 
for their defence of human 
rights in East Timor. 

— The democratic presi- 


dential election in Taiwan, a 
"milestone” that proved 
nothing in the Chinese tra- 
dition is incompatible with 
democratic values. 

— The triumph of elec- 
toral politics in Central and 
Eastern Europe. In most 
cases. 1996 elections swept 
anti-communists and non- 
communists into office. 

— Nicaragua's rejection 
of Sandinista candidate 
Daniel Onega, an important 
step toward stabilising 
democracy in a country 
with a long hisioiyr of right 
and left-wing dictatorships. 

— The U.S.-led effort to 
bring peace to Bosnia, 
which helped end the blood- 
shed and established the 
basis for the reemergence of 
electoral democracy. 

The top five setbacks for 
freedom in 1996 cited by 
the survey were: 

^ The ongoing violence 
in Central Africa, which 
recentiy .spread from 


Rwanda and Burundi to 
Zaire. Left unchecked, eth- 
nic violence could plunge a 
far wider part of Affica into 
turmoil and instability. 

— The Taleban's march to 
power in Afghanistan, 
which has introduced a 
“primitive reign of terror 
masquerading as justice.” 

— China's growing 
aggressiveness, as reflected 
in continued military threats 
to neighbours and ideologi- 
cal intimidation aimed at 
foreign corporations. 

— Iraq's invasion of 
Kurdish northern Iraq, 
which strengthened the 
hand of Saddam Hussein 
and set back hopes that 
Kurds may peacefully 
resolve their differences 
under self-rule. 

— The reemeigence of 
tyranny in Belarus at the 
hands of “power-hungry" 
President Alexander 

Lukashenko. 


Palestinian property owners in 


Hebron report tempting offers 


HEBRON (AP) — As tbe 
Palestinian pottery seller tells 
it, a stranger in a blue 
Mercedes pulled up last 
month outside his shop, 
which sits opposite the 
Ibrahimi Mosque. 

Khaled Fak^uri says the 
driver offered to buy five 
square-metre business for 
$1.5 million. Mr. Fakhouri 
says when he hesitated, the 
driver said he could write his 
own price on a blank check. 

Also near the site, a shrine 
sacred to Muslims and Jews, 
pool hrtil owner Abdul Raouf 
Muhtaseb says he. too, was 
offered a huge sum for his 
business — $2.5 million. 

Such stories abound in 
downtown Hebron these 
days, ahead of what seems to 
be the inevitable transfer of 
most of the city from Israeli 
to Palestinian control. 
Palestinian residents — and 
even Yassar Arafat's govern- 
ment — fear that wealthy 
Americans and Europeans 
are buying Arab land for 
Jewish settlers in a last- 
minute scheme to expand 
Israeli control of tbe city. 

Palestinian securi^ agents 
are watching closely to try to 
stop any transactions, getting 
lea^ fiom residents who teU 
on their neighbours. So far, as 
many as 30 Arab homes and 
business are rumoured to 
have been sold. 

Khader Shabaneh, a 


Hebron baker who lives near 
the mosque^ said he called 
security when his neighbour 
bragged that he would sen his 
Tour-room house to the 
Israelis unless the Palestinian 
govenimeHt bought it for 
$450,000. 

"There is a lot of talk about 
people wbo are selling their 
houses,” Mr. Shabaneh sakL 

Over the years, right-wing 
Jewish groups have been 
buying Palestinian properties 
in Arab areas such as 
Jenjsalem's Old' City. 

Ibe gnmp Ateret Cohanim, 

' which relies heavily on dona- 
tions from the United States, 
has speariieaded the 
Jerusalem drive, often negoti- 
ating through middlemen and 
paying ^ve-maiket prices. 

And in Arab East 
Jerusalem. which ^ 
Palestinians want as their 
cajMtal. Miami millionaire 
Irving Moskowitz owns land 
in the heart of an Arab neigh- 
bouiiiood. Israel recently 
announced a plan to build 
132 homes for Jews there. 
Palestinians warned of riots if 
Israel proceeds with the plan. 

Jewish settlers in Hebron 
were evasive when asked 
about their supporters. 

"Tbere are many people 
througltout the world for 
whom it i,s very important to 
do what tiiey con for the city 
of the patriarchs,” said David 
Wilder, a spokesman for the 


420 Jews living in the chy of 
1 10,000 Palestinians. 

"Anyone who has the abil- 
ity to assist in redeeming land 
in Hebron is only to be 
blessed," he said. 

Settler leaders have said 
th^ secretly bought more 
than 20 Palestinian homes in 
recent years. That is in addi- 
tion to what settlers say are 
properties “owned” by 
Jewnsh families. 

The housing battle only 
becomes more fierce with die 
approach of the Hebron 
transfer. Under the emerging 
agreernent. Israeli troops 
would remain in one-fifth of 
tbe city to protect Jewish set- 
tlers who live in five com- 
pounds downtown. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) is spendii^ 
$18 million in donations 
from Gulf countries to reno- 
vate dozens of crumbling and 
abandoned Hebron stone 
buildings, especially those 
near setoer enclaves. 

Mr. Wilder said it was diffi- 
cult to' buy ftom local 
Palestinians because once a 
sale became known, the Arab 
prope^ owners faced 
ostracism, at best, and death, 
at ymxsL Palestinians living 
abroad, he smd, "are much 
more likely to relieve them- 
selvtt of properties they 
don’t need for large 
amounts.” 


Turkish Cypriots will become part of 
Tlirkey if Cyprus joins EU — Erbakan 


ANKARA (AFP)— Prime 
Minister Necmettin 

Erbakan said Saturday that 
the Turkish-held north 
Cyprus would be integrated 
into Turkey if the Greek 
Cypriots were granted 
European Union (EU) 
membership without 

Ankara’s consent 

“South Cyprus (the 
Greek-Cypriot-led Cyprus 
government) cannot enter 
the EU without Turkey's 
permission,” Mr. Eibal^ 
told reporters here. 

“If it does, integration of 
the (breakaway) Turkish 
republic of northern Cyprus 
with Turkey will be materi- 
alised in the shortest possi- 
ble time," Mr. Erbakan said. 

The EU plans to start 
membership talks with 


Cyprus in 1 997. 

The Turidsh Cypriots say 
the interaationally-recog- 
nised Greek-Cypriot gov- 
ernment has no right to act 
on their behalf regarding the 
EUdeal. 

Turkish-Cypriot leader 
Rauf Denktash has also said 
he favours integration with 
Turkey in the event of the 
Greek-Cypriots’ EU mem: 
bership. 

Cyprus has been divided 
since 1974 when Turkey 
occupied the northern third 
of the island in the wake of 
a right-wing coup in 
Nicosia aimed at unification 
with Greece. 

The Turkish Cypriots cre- 
ated their own state, the 
Turkish rqsublic of nor the rn 
Cyprus, in 1983, but this 


breakaway republic has 
been recognised only by 
Ankara. 

Turkey, which has signed 
a customs union agreement 
wih the EU to boost trade, 
is ai.so keen to join the 
union, but has riot been 
cited among the candidates 
Chat could enter the EU in 
tbe foreseeable future. 

Ankara and the Turkish 
Cypriots say that under a 
I960 agreement, which sets 
the basis for the Cyprus 
republic, the island cannot 
Join an international organi- 
sation, of which guarantor 
states Turkey and Greece 
are not full members. 

EU-member Greece 
opposes the Turkish aigu- 
menL 


/ 



Carreras to cdebrate 
Valentine's Day 
in Beirut 


1 


BEIRUT (AFP) — World- 
famous tenor Jose Carreras 
will perform for the first 
time in the Middle East .at 
two concerts in Beirut next 
Febraaiy, die Lebanese 
organiser of the event' said 
Saturday. “This is a first for 
Carreras in die Middle East 
and it will be the moa 
im po rtant concert held in 
Lebanon in a very long 
time,” Richard Pharaon, 
director of tbe We Group 
^ncy, told AFP. Pharaon 
said Ms company had been 
ne<rotiating the with the 
Sj^nish c^iera singer for the 
past four years before the- 
star agreed to iwrfonn fot 
two nights in Beirut on Feb. 
14 and 15. “It will also be 
great because the first con- 
cert will be held on 
Valen tine ’s Day and we 
even expect a lot of people 
to come from abro^ to 
attend the concerts,” he said. 
“More than 20,000 people 
are expected to come to the 
concerts that will most prob- 
ably be held in a hall 
cially built for tbe occasion,” 
he said, adding that tickets 
will be priced between $75 
and $200. ‘This occasion 
will help revive Beirufs' 
image' and boost tourism in 
the country,” said Pharaon 
whose firm has brought to 
Beirut, since the end of 
Lebanon's 1975-1990 civil 
war, performers such as 
Charles Aznavour, Patricia 
Kaas, Claude Barzotti and 
■Timmy Somerville. We 
Group has also plans to 
bring in the Spanish Rafael 
Agitilar ballet group to per- 
form Georges Bizet’s 
Carmen next March. 


Israeli singer 
stunn^ by British 
b^d's hit song 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Idil 
Shechtman, a soldier in the 
Israeli army was shocked 
when she beard a hit song 
on MTV by tbe popular 
British band Spice Girls. “Z 
screamed, that's my song,” 
said tbe 19 year-old song- 
writer and composer com- 
paring her song "Come to 
me,” and the one .that took. 
Spice Girls to tbe top of tbe 
charts. The music and lyrics 
were so similar that lawyers 
at the Israeli otganisation for 
composers' rights decided to . ^ 
look into the two songs and 
the possibility that tbe hit ' ' ' 
rong “Say You'll Be There," 
is actually Idit's. In London 
Spice Girls attorney Gerland 
Tyrrel issued a statement 
saying his clients have never 
httird Shechtman’s song. 
‘The Spice Giris have never 
heard of tbe artist or her 
song.” he said. He added 
that no claim bad been 
received nor had leg al pro- 
ceedings been initiated, ^^lli 
Werfcer. a lawyer for Israel’s 
society of authors, com- 
posers and editors of music 
said music engineers were 
checking to see if the simil- ' 
iarities could lead to a law- 
suit against Spice Girls. 

‘The melody is the same, 
the words are the same and 
many of the words even fell 
on the same notes,” -4 
Shechtman said in a phone 
interview with the 
Associated Press. 


7 gay Filipinos to be 
turned out of Kuwait 


KUWAIT CITY (AFPJ — 
Seven Filipino gay mm' haws 
been arrested and are awiut- 
ing deportation fiiom Kuwait 
for “indecent behaviour;’' a 
loc^ daily and die 
Philippine embassy 5 ^ 
“They were providing mas- 
sage services without a 
licence ... that is what the 
authorities said,” an oiOficial 
at the Philippiiie embassy 
said. The official was. com- 
menting on a report in the 
&)glish-language Arab 
Times which said tbe seven 
gay men, all haiidressers, 
being deported for 
mdecent bebavioun” The 
official said embassy' Staff 
had visited the sevra men 
Talha depcxtation centre, ' 
and are trying to : secure 
flights back to fee 
Philippines for two of dw 
men who do not have tickets. 
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